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bmhard Lake Road has seen big changes

David Litogot teaches history
qt Wooddale Elementary in the
Farmington Public Schools. He i3
d Farmington Historical Society
shember. .

Hy David Litogot
spocal writor

footprints in history

Moehlman, Kris Port was a planned
of Christ Kristiansen

you asked a person who has
Hvad in the Farmington area for
over 30 years, they would surely
rhentlon the changes that have taken
fizce along Orchard Lake Road.

Betwreen Grand River and 14 Mile,
Qrehard Lake was a two-lane gravel
padway with scattered hemes on
rge lots. Between 12 Mile and 18
ille, however, Farmington Town-

hip had & (aclllty that docs net exist
pday: rt. This airfleld,
ullcd KrLl Port, was baslcally a
rge open fleld with a row of
pngers and dozems of private

ancs.
According to local historinn Rath

PR TE e

who bought the land from Isaac
Bond [n the 1930s,

Kristiansen established the 140-
acre alrport 1n 1938 and planned to
surround it with light Industry, This
idea wowld spur an economy based
on a handy air freight service and
storing planes owned by local rest-
dents.

At this time in Michlgan history,
the small airplane was considered a
possible means of commuting to
work. This concept, cndorsed by
Henry Ford himsclf, perished with
the death of Harry Brooks, Ford's
test pilot, in a plane crash.

KRIS PORT, nevertheless,
vived and prospered. The urllcld
had two runways. ran north-
west-southeast and the otba- wrlb-

cast-southwest. They | we
strips 200 fect wido nnd 1000 lo
2,700 feet long.

The airport was llso the site of
Kristensen Alreraft Sdles, featuring
the Cessna and the &wupe, a spln-
proof plane.

afrport wu huxy," nld
Floyd Calrns, retired F

Hllls city clerk, who Jvu In the ls
Mlle-Orchard Lake Road area. “One
of the most memorible momenta
was when two Royal Canzadlan fight-
er planes made an eneergmcy land-

Inxll Kris Port {1 the late 1930a.”

lained that they had to land
lhem during a ‘storm., Beloro leav-
Ing, the Canadlan pllols displayed
their planes to the public, The Amer-
lean Alr Force even tried to lead a
hond by landing a US. mllitary
planc.

A Canadian DC-$ arrived to deliv-
er fuel o the stranded planes and the
Cann: ended up glving some
gasoline away s0 that the DC-3 could
take off. Even with its lightened
load, the cargo plane barely missed
the house that sat at the end of one
of the runways.

Two airplane crashes were noted
in the Farmington Enterprise during
the late 1940s. Both planes took off
{rom Kris Port and found crashed In
ncarby flelds. Acrinl photographs
were taken in 1949 by an Instructor
at the alrport. Theso photos of the
Farmington area were displayed in
town for weeks afterward, (I sure

S

YMCA highlights

wish Y knew where those photos swere
24

THE LARGE bullding now oceu-
pled by the LaSalle Collison firm Is
sometimes mistaken to be n vital
part of tho rt. Some people
oven refer to it aa the old “maln ter-

minal” Thoy lock ‘at tho enclosed
structure on the roof and think that
it was a control tower of some type.
Accordlng to Floyd Calms. the bulld-
ing was not lora
cantrol tower. It dld house severat
1ight Industries and was even a DPW
garage for the township,

The square glass room, now COV-
ered with plywood, was built and
used by the local chapter of the
Ground Observer Corps In the early
19508, The Corps was estabtished to
sight enemy afrcraft during those
years of the Cold War and Kerea,
The shelter was manned 24 hours a
day by local (The Farm-

ington Enterprise noted um in 1053,
and 1953, twa observors sighted fly:,
ing saucers in the night sky). s

Al Loclfler, owner of a stoncworks™
on Northwestern Highway, reflected'
back (o the 19503 when Chuck Splces
owned the Kris Port operation. “The;
Inud became valuable,” bc sald, “and’

rt was sold. Splcer moved'
en w the Natlonal Alrport In Gnrden
City."

Loclfler, an ¢x-paratrooper, took:
three lessons al Kris Port before it
stopped operating. He pointed out,
that the original hangers are now &,
row of shops just north of LaSalle:
Collisen, -

The two-lane dirt road is gone.
‘The houses are almost gone along’
Orchard Lake Road. The once buy-
nlrpm is gone too. What was once a~

w pasture and potato farm, latera”
local alrfleld, and than a subdivision,”
this growlng area well,

These YMCA highlights appear
churtesy of the Farmington
ICA, 28106 Farmington Road,
rmington FHills. For informa-
u'pn coll 5534020,

ﬂ SUMMER MEMBERASHIP
‘The Farmington YMCA is offering

famllies, adults, college students and
graduaung hlgh school nenlon

mesmbers are encouraged to visit the
Y for a tour and explanation of

good (rom dnte of purchase u:mugh
Saturday, Sept. 2. The Farmington
Area YMCA features a large gym,
running/walking track, racquetball
courts, 25-meler pool and two

services.

o WEIGHT LOSS -

e YMCA will bk offering a
wclght loss and control class on
Tuesday, July 11, at 8:30 p.m. Lot

“Achleve Now" re-educate your
mind set as It relates to controlling
your welght and your individual eat-
Ing hablts.

® STOP SMOXING
‘The Farmington Area YMCA will

also be offering a Stap Smaking class
on Tuesday, July 11, at 7 pm.
*“Achieve Now" will help you estab-
ILsh a totally new mind set that will
help you stop smoklng.

© CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP

The Farmington YMCA offers jts
Corporate  Membershlp Dlscount
Program to local businesses, The
program involves ~discounted
memberships for employees as well
as on-site programming. Interested
businesses should call Greg Voss at
§53-4020.

nisummer membership special for  weight-tralning rooms. pective
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DISCOUNT POP & BEER

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

ST U [Favao | HBs
RC, Ltan To8, | pagrne, AC. Loton Tea,
eyl g :1 79 ol Mo Cans
fbotion, kB8 11149 oumt | e | 1489 0%] 13.49 21
" No Coupons Necessary « NO LIMIT Oood une 22nd thru July 6th, 1889 e

g' POP CANS FOR OFFICE OR SHOP — CALL FOR INFO
15848 mddlebon 2484 Tol rnph
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lip and Save '

KENWOOD CHURCH of CHRIST

ia
Merriman ¢ Livon
2022!331 South of Elght Mile)
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“FRIENDS DAY”
Sunday, June 25, 1989
«Continental Breakfast at 9:30
« Church Service at 10:30
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476-8222
Minister
Mike Hazelton
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TREATED
FRENCH
| GOTHIC
PRIVACY.
FENCE

. FRENCH GOTHIC
SPACE PICKET
95
=T

COMPUTERIZED
CUSTOM DECK
DESIGN

Z
owater
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WATER

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION DAYS
JUNE 23, 24, and 25

SEARS

TWELVE OAKS MALL
ONLY

OUTSIDE SALE

ONE-OF-A-KINDS, CLEARANCE,
AND RECONDITIONED
MERCHANDISE

PRICED TC SELL
EVERYTHING GOES!!

FREE GIFT WRAP
FREE SHOPPING BAGS
FREE PHOTO OF YOUR CHILD WiTH
"WINNIE THE POOH" In Our Children's Dept.




