Watts finds concerto’s aesthetic brilliance

‘The Detrolt Symphony Orchestra’s
Meadow Brook season had a wet be-
ginning last week. With pouring
ralns and chilly temperatures, the
lawn was virtually deserted, except
for a handful of devouts who braved
it with umbrellas and makeshift
tents. Many others opted for the rel-
ative safety of the pavillon, where
. many scats were available.

. Things would have been dlffcrent
¢ under more favorable conditlons.
' The maln attractlon of that evening
was planist Andre Watts, who consls-
tenly draws large audlences. The
work he -performed — Rach-
manfoff’s Second Plano Concerto —
never falls to gencrate a high level

refralned from technleal showman-
ship In spite of the opportunity to do
0. The more lyrical parts would de-
velop gradually, somelimes even too
timidiy, until reaching & degree of

was clean and meticulous. There
were a few compromlses In tough
spots, such as the opening theme of
the final movement, where he omit-
ted some of the fast, subsidiary notes
while emphasizing the main body of
the theme. Such minor relaxatlons of
.the formldable technical rigors did
littte, however, to diminish the aes-
thetic brilllance,
The orchestral part, under guest

the musie from memory.

Of the original six parts of this
work, only Lhe “Moldau” iz per-
formed with regularity, and it was
-among the four selected portions.

While some of the other parts are
of lcsur quality, it is stiii possible to
make a good case for their perform-
ance, One memorable performance
of the complete cycle was given at
Meadow Brook by Paavo Berglund a
few seasons ago.

PESEK’S PERFORMANCE,
while mostly correct and reasonably
balanced, falled to penetrate the
barrier of chill and wetness. This
musie always tends to evoke in me
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scenes o( warmth apd lumhlne. wilh
only wma oecnlo

lor eumple.
"Bohemlu Mudm and Forests,”
Is full of suggestions of nature's
green. performance it re-
minded me of that dreary scene In . §
the old black and while ‘Hamlet’

(8.F-1IEXORF

{ilm, starring Lawreace Olivier.
1 wouldn't go as far as to suggest

that something was rotten in the
state of Bohemla, but something was
certainly amlss in thls performance.

The sogglng raln didn't belp, to be
sure. But I have seen substantlally
better attempts to overcome ad-
verse external conditions in the past.

of enthuslasm.

Its appeal wasn't “significantly
dampened by the weather on this oc-
caslon. Watts, whose capabilitles go
beyond his Impressive technlque,
captivates audlences on a regular
basis. This time there was more em-
phasis on art and less on flamboy-
ance,

Rachmanlof{'s Second Concerto ls
technically one of the most challeng-
Ing works, Yet, several times Watts

conductor Libor Pesek, was mostly
correct and adequate, but not dlstin-
gulshed. If he felt intimldated by
being in the shadow of a far better
known celebrity, this may be under-
standable, However, he had a chance |

to shine in the other work which SN
opened the program — four parts
from Smetana's tone poem '"Ma
Viast” (“My Fatherland"). This work
ts evidently close to the heart of the
Czech-born Pesck, who conducted
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