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Most decorated American
headlines festival

By Kaelth Postler
stalf writer

Lt. Col. Matt Urban (U.5. Army.
retired), the most decorated combat
soldier in American history, will be
this year’'s Grand Marshall at the
“Star Spangled Southfield” Festival
‘89 Parade.

History has taught generations of
American’s that the country's most
decorated, revered and legendary mil-
itary heroes are Audie Murphy and
Sergeant York, Douglas MacArthur
and Edward Rickenbacker, but histo-
ty ean be changed, and it was — near-
ty 10 years ago.

In 1980, Lt. Col. Matt Urban
received a spate of medals from Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter in a tearful White
House ceremony that ended 35 years
of frustration, doubt and research.
Two years before the ceremony, mili-
tary researchers discovered o recom-
mendation in Urban's name for the
Medal of Honor — the nation’s high-
est military award — that had been
lost since the end of World War I in
mountains of bureaucratic red tape.
Soon afterward, recognition of Ur-
ban's battlefield heroics began to roll
n.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE ceremo-
ny. Urban received the Medat of Hon-
or, his seventh Purple Heart, o Croix
de Guerre with a Silver Star and the
Legion of Merit — all of which had
been Jost for more than three decades.
With 29 medals awarded for bravery
in 20 months of combat, Urban be-
came America’s most decorated com-
bat soldier in history.

In 1944, Urban, then just a captain,
distinguished himsell on the battie-
field while attached to an Army In-
{antry unit in France. Nicknomed the
"Ghost"” by, German troaps, Urban
was wounded in battle seven times in
six mnajor battles — once while de-
stroying two enemy tanks undet
heavy machine gunfire. Time and
time again he returned to battle to
lead U.S. Army troops to victory.

Today, Urban, 69, spends much of
his time speaking at civic functions,
high schools and VFW halls on the
merits of bravery, courage and hones-
ty — qualities he exemplificd on and
off the battlefield.

The FESTIVAL ‘89 PARADE will
feature jet fly-overs, Shriners on pa-
rade, U.S. ond Canadian marching
bands, military units, historic units,
Scottish bands, pipe and drum corps,

ter Drive, just east of the Lodge Free-
way,
Civie Center complex. Parade units
will pass the reviewing stand while
traveling north on Evergreen.
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video screens for a multi-media presen-
tation.

Then from 7-11 p.m. Thursday, July
G, ot the civic center pavilion, Conti-
nental Cablevision is sponsoring a
“Nostalgia Ball"” with dancing to the
Les Elgart Orchestra. Parking is free.
Refreshments are available and door
prizes will be given away.

TUS. Army photogtaph
LTC Mntt Urban, the most decoruted
Americen soldier, will star in the
fourth annual festival parade.

Tickets are $3 in advance or S$4 at

the deor. Call the Southfield Senior
Center at 354-9362 for ticket inferma-
tion.
The parade will begin on Civic Cen- Finally closing up the 12.day festi-
val is the Johnny Trudelt Concert at 7
p.m. Sunday, July 9, at the Prudential
Town Center Sun Bowl, Civic Center
Drive between Evergreen and the
Lodge. The concert is free.

and continue east toward the

Beautiful Seclusion in Northern Ontarlo

ESNASI LODEE

DISCOVER THE BEST HUNTING AND FISHING AROUND!

Located on Breathtaking Lake Esnagl

No roads . . . Accessible by train or
plane only.

American or Housekeeping plan from $239

Phone: Summer: {705) 884-2501 Wintor: (705) 856-2521

U.8. FUNOB

Lake Custom Building

Michigan’s FINEST Craftsmen

CUSTOM RENOVATIONS
Kitchens = Bathrooms ¢ Basements
Recreation Rooms * Wet Bars

CUSTOM ADDITIONS
Family Rooms ¢ Unlque Decks ¢ Bedrooms
Hardwood Expert Craftsmanship

(313) 477-8381
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o Bank with Empire of America and

"‘i—. you'll see a new look. A new spirit.
Emplre It shows in everything we do. From
of America

fast responses on your home, auto
and personal loans to courteous,
personal, error-free service. It’s
visible throughout our family of
financial services.

At Empire of America we're
dedicated to good service. That's no
1531 idle promise. It's a guarantee.

Equal Houting Lender
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