Day care dilemma

Parénts ask schools for help tranSporting kids

By Casey Hans
alalf writer

1t's a modern day care dilemma,

And & group of Farmington Hills
parents are asking for a little help
from thelr local school district,
which Is trylog to come up with a
solution.

As mere and more familles face
the problem of shuffling children be-
tween home, day care ceaters and
schools, situations like those faclng
parent Don Volpini are likely to oo~
cur,

“We nced this board’s help —
there's no other for us,"

‘We need this board’s help — there's
no other alternative for us,” said Don
Volpini. He represented a group of
parents concerned because a bus stop
for Wood Creek Elementary had been
removed from in front of the Chidren’s
World day care center at 13 Mile and

Halsted.

sajd Volpin, who spoke recently ata
Farmington schoo] board meeting.
He represented a group of parents
concerned

removed from In front of the Chi-
dren’s World day care center at 13
Mile and Halsted.

For the past five years, Volpin}
sald, pavents have been able to drop
thelr children off in the mornlng,
where they could be cared for untll a

school bus arrived to plek them up.

THAT BUS atop was discontlnued
this year because schoal offlcinls
sald the bus stop was not in the Wood
Creek attendance area, where the
children attend school, and the added
bus run has proved costly for the dis-
trict. “That was the basic Issue,”
sald Beverly Hausman, who coordi-
nates the districl’s transpertation

rogram
v 'rrylng to get a school crossing
guard to help the sltuation through
the ¢ity of Farmington Hills was not
really the fasue, school officials sald,
Even 1 it had been, Hills police did
not find the pnmnls' request met
necesaary standards for putting at
guard u:m. “It didn't meet any of
the criterta,” explalned Offlcer John
Crump of the Hills Trafflc Bureay,

who trains the guards.

The school dlstrict and parents are
working together to help the situa-
tlon for the eight familles and 10
children affected by the change.
Hausman sald the district was al-
ready working with the parents be-
fore the Issue came before the board.

Hausmarn sald the district [s at-
tempting to find a safe place where
chlldnn can be plcked up and let off
after school nearby. ‘“That would be
l1dcal,” she sald.

“We will not be adding a route,”
she added. “We'd have to add dls-
tance, which adds time and costs
more money, It's not falr to burden
other taxpayers.”

ty lssues against these new problems
fa parents who use day care fa-
cHlties, *“This is a very important {s-
sue we're deallng with — the safety
of children,” James Aber-
nethy told Velplnl “Our staff is
trying to work something out with
you. We must be very, very con-
sctous of these Issues.”

10 reappointed to city panels; spots open

Ten F: residents

have beca reappolnted to serve on
various boards and commisslons for
the city, while the city has an-
nounced openings on several boards,

Appolntments include:
» William Burke, Willlam Ingalls

and Darla Klllnger were re-appoint~
ed to serve three-year terms on the

F Planning

® John Washburn was re-appoint-
ed for a three-year term on the
Farmington Board of Zoaing
Appeals,

® Jacquellne Stever and Joan
Lorenz were re-appointed to the
clty’s Beautiftcation Committee for

two-year terms,

# Nellle Young and Geraldine
Dlclenheln were reappolnted to
threc-year terms on the Farmington
Arca Commission on Aging.

® Willam Ingalls will serve an-
other three-year term on the Farm-
Ington Buildlng Authority.

# Ellen Wallls was reappolnted
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to serve a three-year term on the
Farmlngton Area Arts Commission,

There are currently openings on
the city's Board of Zonlng Appeals
and the Beautification Committee.

The clty councll is expected to
complete appolntments to the clty's
new Traffic and Safety Board in
July, following interviews in June.
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A (wo-year promotions padulxe
for downtown Farmiogton Is

ing shape, as local leaders Ioot
toward contlnuing the image en-
hancement of the city’s business
area.

Firms, DDA back |
downtown plans

The newsletter will so0D,
as publlc relations consultants Her-
manoff & Assoc, of Farmington
Hills continue planning the upcom-
ing events. In addition to um annn-
al Founders Festsival, sponsored
by the anlngiou/?mlulm
Hills Chamber of Commerce, this
will glve the dowatown area flve

Four major
and the Downlown Development
Authority have given thelr finan-
cial backing Lo the program, which
is expected to cost $40,000 per year
and offer several promotions, a
regular newsletter and oo-going
publicity about Farmiogton

oughout the metro Detroit area,

‘The landlord support is key, sald
DDA executive director Wendy
Strip Sittsamer. “Thal's really im-
portant, because we've pever at-
tempted a full-fledged p 1

maler p

For 198990, these will include:

® Downtown Farmington
Streetside Life will be held n Sep-
tember, where one-person acts, in-*
cluding a band, an impersonator
and otbers will come togetber to
cntertain and draw people down-
town. Pending approval of the city
councll, the DDA §s proposlng to
Bold this eveat at the new Gazebo/
Pergola, to be built on Grand River
near Vubgc Cammopm. '

armington’s

program,” she sald. “I'm really
glad we have thelr support.”
Equitable Management Group
which owns the Downtown Farm-
ington center; Center Holdlng Co.
which owns the shopplng center
houslng chaln stores; F

Chrislmzs Walk, started two years
ago, will be upanded to be a larg-
er event and Is planned for eatly

'mber.
o Downtown Days, to promote
the coneenl of people coming

Holdlng Co. which owns the Village
Mall and Nelson-Ross Propertles
which owns Village Commons cen-
ter will all participate.

Another 40 landlords, merchants
and other businesspeople mccndy
attended an

d for next
March.

® Launchi of a dosntown walk-
Ing emu-u is planned for pext May.
planned for this month,

DDA oﬂh:hls were concerned that
sidewalk and [m-

about the program to learn how it
might tmpact the area.

FOUR PROMOTIONS, original-
1y slated to start this monm will be

construction :
? might oot be done In |}

time.
’rylng Into the promotional effort
a reorganization of the city’s’
Downlown Farmington Business*
A DFBA mesting s

planned for

and March and May of nen year In
ensure there i3 ho major construe-
tion work downtown to inter{ere.

dul ‘!aramun ‘Wednesday,
June 21, at the downtown llbrary, {,
where new officers are upectd i
be elected, I
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if Is half of life —
“If 1 had It to do over”

easy-clean Interlors.

IF Is orie of our biggest little words. Indeed,
“If only | had known” —

IF you're ready to replace your kitchen
cabinets - or the cablnet doors - spare
yourself the ifs, Check out KSI KITCHEN
& BATH SHOWROOMS and

AMERICA'S CABINEYMAKER™

You’d never forgive yourself IF you

had to get by without Merillat fumlture
quality construction and features such as
Merlllat’s Whisperglide® drawer and tray
roller systems — self-closing hinges and

Free Bdmata‘
Free Design Service with Purchase
Klt:henAld‘ Appliances
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