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But the First Amendment protects por-
nography, unless community standards
determlne it to be obscene.

+.So it's unlikely the Farmington Hills Police
I:mpartmcnt will find a jury whling to prevent
{H& sale of pornography to adults. Prior restraint
i471't the answer when adult patrons are involved.

“Ifhe law enforcement tactic of uslng a 1s-
)Ieur-old undercover patron is debatable. But the
police are on target in cracking down on the sale
of the hard<core stuff to minors. State law spe-
clfically prohibits selling abscene materials to
them.

“There's a distinction between selllng sexually
explicit pornography to adults and selling it to
minors — even the pollce acknowledge that.
;"That's why they've charged a party store
owner, accused of selling it to a 15-year-old un-
dercover patron in a June 20 sting, not only with
violating state obscenity laws but also distribut-
ing obscene materials to children.

The sting — the first of a serles of undercover
operations aimed at pornography — underscores
that the police are poised to prosecute store
owners who sell adult entertainment magazines
to minors,

SMUT HAS no place on our bookshelf.

THE CRACKDOWN stems from today's no-

tiolds-barred world of adult entertainment. The
riotion that viewing porn inspires rape Isn’t very
convincing because virtually every adult has at
spme time seen the bare facts. Rape is still an
dberration, not the norm.
'But we think anyone convicted of selling the
Hard-core stuff to kids should be prosecuted to
Lhe fullest — a substantial fine and possible jall
time for first-time offenders and the maximum
flne and some jail time for repeat offenders.
Augng for proof of age can't be that much of a
Hurden.

AIDS

tlons selved in half-hour TV melodramas

and 30 second sound bites, the concept of

combating a disease with no cure in sight is
nearly unimaginable to most Americans,

But dealing with AIDS will be the of

’EN A SOCIETY comfortable only with solu-
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C=COre Porn
@ua;rd against sale to minors

What grinds us is that even the hardest of the
hard-core can be found on aisle magazine racks,
within ready view of impressionable teennxcm.

Five stores in Far 1s sell
that police believe are hard-core by any definl-
tion. Since some of the slickest, most eye-pop-
ping publlcations sell for upwards of $20, it's
easy for a store owner hungry for a sale to look
the other way at a patron’s age.

Given such fare Is moving from behind the
counter to the browsing areas in more and more
stores, it'sr le to assume tol-
erance is up or community awareness is down —
it's not clear which.

THE SERIES of undercover stings lsn't a
matter of the police having nothing better to do,
They're triggered by the community ~ in this
case, the Farmi Hilis Police Dep. t's
eltizens crime preyention advisory

So while we respect free enterprise, we also
think the community sets the tone {or local mer-
chandise.

If the people of Farmington Hills and Farm-
ington don't want pornography sold lecally, it's
their right to boyeott merchants who sell it. The
marketplace does talk.

Meanwhile, parents who clutter the den maga-
zine rack with action-packed centerfolds are
role models worth ignoring, not emulating.

The police, trying to enforce subjective ob-
scenity laws, shouldn’t have to shoulder the por-
nography fight alone in Farmington Hills,

The citizens crime prevention advisory com-
mittee said the June 20 sting was intended to
make the community aware of just how avail-
able adult entertainment magazines, which leave
nothing to the imagination, are.

If nothing else, we hope the sting has pricked
the community's conscience.

Business must face the disease

Government officiale project that
up lo 480,000 persons in the U.S.
will be infected by 1991,

American business at least into the next century.

A recent survey of Detroit area businesses
«demonstrate that this segment of society is any-
thing but ready for the challenge.

Most companles participating, 94 percent, in
the Crains Detroit Business survey admit hav-
ing no AIDS policy on the books. Only 28 percent
of responding companies would .allow workers
»displaying symptoms to remain on the job.

‘These demonstrably naive attitudes, if contin-
ued, spell disaster for American business. And
1because of the fragile nature of business in metre
Detroit, our market could be especially vulnera-
ble.

NOT ONLY can't it afford the lawsuits
'wrought by an uneducated leadership, it can
hardly afford to lose valuable employees because
they, too, went without the proper education.

Business just can't expect to sit and walt for a
cure, It's not on the horizon. It must take

action

1In the next five years many of those undiag-
tnosed will see thelr cases become active. AIDS
'does have a decelvingly long incubation period,
-Ieavlng many with a false sense of security.

: Many of those people whose AIDS will become
Sactive in the near term are those who up to this
'umc have been considered outside the high risk
vtgroups the heterosexual community.,

+  Recent statlstics show that the spread of AIDS
-ls much more prollflc than tmagined, even by the
texperts.

H Government  officials project that up to
480,000 persons In the United States will be in-
‘lcctcd by 1991, Previous estimates stood at from
IIBS 000 to 320,000, as reported by the Center, for
{Disease Control.

“|i Much of that underreporting exists in the het-
serosextal community, which scems to nearly
{have forgotien that the epidemic exists.

Metro Detroit certainly has its share of homo-

HIS July 4, some of us wiil go to the
beach, others to parades, others to a
cookout or ballgame, That Is as it
should be,

But this year, give a thought to thosc brave
1 people, In China and elsewhere, still struggling to
iachieve the kind of freedom we often take for
,grnnted
i Democracy, the right to self-government, Is an
1 {nalienable right, not just for we Americans but
H

Reachlng ouf

If one thing charactorized tho Great Flood of
1989, It was the camaraderie among nelgh-
bors In Farmington and Fsrmington Hills, no
matter how much d a home

RANDY BORST/1talf phatographer.

the health throat posed by floodwater not-
withstanding. “Frionds come in. Things gat
donae. Lite goes on,” said Nova Woods Con-

i Carl Hasea!l. In times of

June 21. People reached out to help sop up
water, check sump pumps, scrape away
crud, rescue helrlooms and sharo a teor —

need, caring nelghbors really do make a dit-
ference.

Amendm

mest
holy war being lead by

Anti-smut crusaders

I, FOR ONE, refuse o have my

watch out for his kids.

Censorship, the wrapon of (he
‘weak and unsure, ofte is touted a5 @

soclally npeccssary weapon. For
believs

those of us who

the First
ent Is all we've got with .

naughty magasines,

which to fight back,

While some governments use

tanks to ‘crush ideas, others use mo-

preservation of the status quo

through control of {deas.

And if censorship is no good in

China, it sure Lo heck Is no good in

this country.

The recent example is the
umlnzlnn

Hills police chle! Willlam Dwyer.
His troops bave hit the streets in an
ideological war agalnst, of all things,
pornography.

Urged on by the erstwhilea from
the local Citizens Crime A
Committce, the mu-nnut ghostbus-
ters recently party store
owner for nemng whn Dwyer hes
judged to be pormographic. The hit
was made after the polico talked a
15 year-old son of a police officer
into buying a magazine.

sexuals and more than its share of
drug-users, high-risk people for sure.

But this is a dlsease that is an equal opportuni-
ty employer. Any of us could be at risk If we
aren’t educated properly. And the survey cer-
tainly shows that many in the busness communi-
ty are uneducated,

More and more businesses will soon find them-
selves with employee next to employee — one
with AIDS, one without.

COMPANIES must act now to establish poll-
cies so the rights of the AIDS-infected employee
are protected.

To make it easier for all employees to work in
this environment, education is a key. And that
education must lnclude all employees, from the
maintenance crew to the CEQ. Everyone must
have a clear understanding of what AIDS really
is and how 1t Is and isn't transmitted.

The Crains survey demonstrated that many
executives polled didn't have a clenr understand-
ing of the disease.

Many believe the fear of AIDS hns been blown
out of proportion.

Nearly half of those surveyed feared a nega-
tive public relations image if they have an AIDS-
infected employee. Most were either unsure or

NOW THAT really Is sick — using
2 kid to do your dirty work.

Dwyer feels justified in this little
act of exploltation because "we
aren't gnl.n¢ to tolmln !hls kind of

InF:

Tough talk ls cheap, ehle!, d:uper
than the garbage you're trying to
keep off the shelves,

His allles from the advisory com-
mittee load up with some pretty
faulty logic In their battle to uphold
the and morals of Farm-
ington Hills, as committee member
Betty Nicolay portrays It.

Jim Dorrell put his concern this
way:
‘I you mre acquainted cnough
with thls stuft, you begin to fantasize
and you begin to do these things,” he

says,

Show of hands, please.

Wrong, Mr. Dorrell. Muat. every-
one in this country has bad a peek,
even a long look. And most of us ha-
veo't turned out to be sexual per-
verts.

The commiltee’s logic dictates
hiding the material out of youthful
eyesight.

Nicolay: “The thing that bothered
all of us was that it wasn’t undercoy-
er”

But putting the material under the
counter will sclve nothing.

THE REAL problems rest else-
where.

@ This material sells because a

wound a free society

' # Steve
Barnaby

very profitable market exists and in
this country, the bottom line dictates
socletal standards. Until we change
the standard by which we measure
society, pornography will continue
as a booming market.

® Untll concerned pareats be-
come more willlng to monitor their
children’s source of income and
spending habits, our youth will con-
tinue to buy pornographlc magazines
and drugs and junk food and. . . .

Dwyer noted that some of the ma-
terial garnered in the 38-store tax-
payer spending spree costs &s much
as $20, pmly easy pickings for chil-
dren whose parents let them eam
and spend at will.

Parents must spend more time
with thelr children, Influencing them
by example — not by police state
coerclon.

Steve Barnaby is managing ed-
itor of the 12 Qbserver & Eccen-
tric Newspapers.

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, original copies and include the address and tele-
phone number of the writer. Names will be withheld from publication only
for sufficient reason. We reserve the right 10 edit them. Send latters to
Readers' Forum, Farmington Observer, 33203 Grand River Ave., Farming-

ton 48024.

Yes, governor
backs effort

To the edltor:

I bave been belatedly made aware
of your June 1 article concerning my
vislt with numerous health care and
substance abuse professionals [n the
Detroit/Oakland county area.

You certainly were correct in your
comment that (he consensus of those
whom my wife and I met with that
day was that we must concentrate
our ellfrl: upon prevention of drug

deflnitely opposed to such

The disturbing results of lhe survey is the
number of executives who are unsure of how
they would handle AIDS in the workplace. Most
agree such a case would cause great distress to
other employees, but beyond that, they just
aren’t sure,

It is certainly true that the American business

and abuse — both from a
and from a cost-ef!:
tlve standpolnt.

1 must take issue, however, with
any implications con within
your article that Gov. Blanchard has
been an g less than totally sup-
portlvo of my efforts.

II. is u'un that at the time I spoke

psyche has Inhibits the typleal from
dealing with social problems at the workplace.
For years the advice has been to make personnel
decisions on a business basis and leave personal
problems to other agencies,

But AIDS is a social crisis that just won't allow
for this head-In-the-sand attitude.

Don’t take freedom for granted

for people of all natfons.

Sadly, the road to democracy is paved with
sacrifice. Recent events have not‘only proved
that point but brought it into our own .lving
rooms. This year, while on our way to a pleasant
holiday in the sun, let us pause for a moment to
remember those who have been willlng to make
that sacrifice — from our nation’s founders to
those, from other nations and other times, who
have followed in their footsteps.

at M , I had no atatf ~ but
1 had not y yet lomu\lly taken office.
My wife was travellng with me, not
:.! 7ulumpcnry lecrehry. but as a

e

dellver to the audience at Maple-
grove was simply Lhe exlsting short-
age of dollars at both the national
and state level for all of the import-
ant prevention and treatment pro-
grams that we would like to (mple-

ment.

We must not only conserve our re-
sources but reallocate them as we
establish new priorities.

I thank you for your reporting and
commentary upon these Important
issues, and appreciate the “focus”
that you bave glven to the creation
of [ntelligent and effective substance
abuse pollcles and strategies for
drug eradication.

Donald L. Relsig, director,
Michigan drug agencles

Police given
vote of thanks

To the edltor:

‘The Farmington Hiils police are to
be commended for thelr June 10 ser-
vice to the patients of Women's Cen-

terin Fi 1ls.

and challenged by u:a I.nuu. partic-
ularly as they impact upon preguant
:amen, newborns and young chil-

ren.

1 formally took office on June 15,
1988, My sccretary on stalf and I
will, ax necessary, bulld an appropri-
ate staff - but not a bureancracy.

The message 1 was attempting to

Steve Barnaby managing editor

Dick fsham general manager

Judith Doner Berne assisiant managing editor

Wu appreclate the prompt re-
aponse, the care in escortinp pa-
tients, the security within the bulld-
ing. The (pro-life) pieketing was kept
orderly. .

Maryse E. Long,

Michigan Rellglous Coalitlon
for Abartlon Rights
Farmlingioa Bllls

Ideas posed
in good faith

To the editor:
The suggestions offered by Lorne

Leon, a parent and resident of the .

Farmington School district, at the

June 8 school board meeting with ve-
spect to improving school-communi-

ly communleations were, in my
opinlon, made in good falth and
should be glven good falth conaldera-
tion by the board.

‘The parents and community would ;

be well-served by his proposals to
cablecast board meetings, to keep
coples of sallent school documents at
the Farmington Library, and to bave
periodle evening office bours for
school adminlstrators.

Communication between the
schools and community might also
be enhanced by making all of the dis-
trict’s  School/Community Forum
meetinga open to the public and by
posting in the board room an extra
copy of the consent agenda and the
previous meeting’s miniutes.

1 agree with the Observer's June
15 editorial on this subject and feel
Mr. Leon's Ideas should bo glven lo-
gltimate consideration by the Farm-
ington Schoo! Board.

Richard I. DeVrles,
Farmiugton Bllls
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