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slatf writer “We Y some

F. m: lllmn fire investig i 8 which were
tors are Inspecting store dlsplnyn ln
an effort to prevent injuries and on"a"m‘ly dangerous
damage that may occur with fllegal /281 yoar. Tubes with
\Juf of fireworks over the Fourthof  /mpressive charges

uly.

Local stores, however, are not the used to fire into the air
only fireworks sellers who the pollce are very dangerous,’
and fire departments are concerned — Peter Baldwin
with. '

“Peaple will buy flreworks outside Hills deputy chief

the state and bring them in,” Farm-
ington Hills Deputy Chlef Peler
Baldwln sald. "Fortunately, it is not
hard for the police and fire depart-
ments (o spot the fireworks in use.
We will be issuing a summons for
illegal use."

Under state guidellnes, the only
flreworks that can be s0ld at the re-
tail level and used by the public are
toy paper caps, toy annkes, toy
smoke devices, toy trick nolsemak.
ers, wire sparklers (size no. 14 or
Tess), flitter sparklers, and both cone
and cytinder fountains,

Conviction for illegal use may re-
sult in 80 days in Jail and a $500 fine,

Last year, a Farmington Hills task
force of pollce officers and fire-
fighters logged 144 fireworks inci-
dents that resulted In misdemeanor
tickets to 11 adults who used or pos-

1llegal fireworka over !he In-
dependence Day weekend.
the pollce and flre depart-
ments increased on-duty patrols dur-
Ing the evenings. They not only re-
sponded to fireworks incidents but
also looked for violations involving
use, sales or storage. ur-
aged Lhe usc of legal fireworks and
advised on how to exercise caution
for people bent on using them,
« When they couldn't determine who
was vlolating the law, the pollce con-
“fiscated iHegal flreworks, Confisca-
itlons — bottle rockets, firecrackers,
“flaming fireballs — totaled 26.
“ When remnants of {llegal fire-
“works were found, officers issued

Projectile

Flreworks that send a profectile

* into the alr, spln, twirl or emit an
audlble signal are fllegal for general
sales or use under state law unless
local permits are obtained, The lone

. exception is toy paper trick
nolsemakers.

Nelther Farmlington nor Farming-
ton Hllls issues permits to indlvidu-
als to set off flreworks. In Farming-
ton Hills, publle flreworks dlsplays
are only permitted if they meet state
fire marshal standards.

Fireworks dealers must recelve a
permit in Farmington Hills but oot
in Farmlngton. In each case, fire in-

3 spectors will check the dcaler‘s flre-

< works stock to make sure what's
< belng sold is legal.

Farmington Hlll:‘ permit process
allows the {lre department to know
what’s stored and sold in the com-

warnlngs against contlnued use.

In Farmington, the Department of
Public Safely logged 10 flreworks
complalnts,

“SWE CONFISCATED some flre-
works which were extremely dan-
gerous last year,” Baldwin saald.
“Tubes with Impressive charges
used to fire into the air are very dan-

[CTOUS.

“The problem with many fire
works ke that Is people cannot
determine the dircction they will go
and they can land In bushes and
gmss and catch on fire,” Baldwin

A pafucnlnrly dangerous inefdent
occurred on July 7, 1985, when a bot-
tle rocket launched from Branches-
ter penetrated a screen and window
at a house on nearby Arden Park, ig-
nlunga fire that gutted a second-sto-
ry bedroom, causing $30,000 in damn-

age.

“Legal {lreworks can also be dan-
gerous,” Baldwin sald. “People need
to supervise the use of these things
and make sure they are used proper-
Iy

‘The possibllity of injury “is great-
er when you're talking about the ille-
gal type — the type that moves or
explodes,” he said.

Burns are the typleal injury. But
an M-80, for example, could cause
blindness, hearing loss or loss of a
finger. Injuries to the face and hands
are most common.

Both Farmington and Farmington
Hllls follow fireworks guldelines set
down by the Michigan State Police
Fire Marshal's Division.

“WE THINK there will be lessof a
problem this year because of tim-
knx " Baldwin sald. “Last year,
Fourth of July fell on a Monday and
we were out Friday, Saturdoy, and
Sunday conflscating fireworks.”

“Last year was 30 dry,” Farming.
ton Hills Fire Marshal Stephen
Hume safd. “The danger s less (hls
year, but the potential is still there.”

Farmington Department of Publle
Safety Fire Marshal Joe Schornack
echoed Hume.

"We're not expectlng too much
trouble this year,” Schornack said.
“Beenus¢ of the dry weather last
year, we nceded to keep a closer
fook. People fust need to watch
where they are using thelr five-
works.”

Drought conditions last year made
June a month of grass and brush
fires. They also made use of fire-
works of any kind a significant dan-
ger.

Property domage from flreworks
can invelve structures, not just gras-
sy or wooded arcas. The t (o a
house is primarily because of the
vegetation around it that could burn.

FIRE REPORTS show that the
majority of firework Injurles occur
to people younger than 20. Victims
of fireworks often suffer second- or
third-degree burns, blindness, loss of
hearing, loss of fingers, and other
permanent injuries,

“It is much safer to watch some-
one clse send them off at a jocal
show Instead of trying to display
your own fireworks,” Baldwln sald,

An average of 10,000 flrework n-
juries occur In the Unlted States
cach year, More than 51,000 flres
and 15 deaths were caused by fire-
work accldents in 1985. In 1987, two
firefighters were killed as a result of
fires started by flreworks.

-4
fireworks are illegal

sient and seasonal business,

“Basically, we want to make sure
what's being sold !s legal,” sald Dep-
uty Fire Chlef Peter Baldwin.

‘We also want to make sure
what's belng sold is within eyesight
of a responslble employee, not sus-
ceptible to ud:ung and not stored In
large quan

lnvuugatm don’t make under-
cover buys.

‘THE SMALL number of potential
fireworks dealers negates the peed
ulre permits in F

Call your local fire department if

Thursday. June 20, 1088 O&E (FPA

Patrols will track down illegal fireworks

you come across illegal
or use of fireworks, fire officials
urge.

For resldents who obtaln llns
works legally, the

F i Hlils firefig! Denny Hughes with  firecrackers, Roman candles and various slzes
some examples of illegal fireworks: half-Inch of bottle rockets.

Police Flre Marshal's Dlvmon suz-
guu followlng these safety precau-

tions:
[ ] Swrc Ilreworks in a dry, cool

place.

. Avnld rough bandling of flre-
works to avold damage (o their
fuses,

® Use only.

td

reqs
The city knows who's selling what
through inspectors.

Violators of the state flreworks
law face a maximum misdemeanor
penalty of 8¢ doys In jall and a $500
fine. Thelr fireworks also will be
confiscated. There is no age lmit on
buying legal fireworks.

® Keep fireworks away from
houses, dry brush and other poten-
tially ignitable things.

® Keep a bucket of water handy
to put out small fires if they occur or
to any malfunctionlng
fireworks.

. l.lght only one device at a time.

:. munlty since fireworks are a tran-
‘

By James
staff writer

Concerned Citlzens for West
Bloomfleld and an area environ-
mental group op] plans for a
new Haggerty Road connector be-
tween 1.96 and Pontlac Trall.

Cencerned Cltizens sent a letter
last week to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation's planning
dlvislon stating that the project,
which Is Intended to reduce traffic
congestlon on Haggerty and other
north-south roads In the area, will
damage the environment and pro-
mote urban spraw! without cor-
recting safety hazards on Hagger-
ty. Also op) s the East Mich!-
gan Environmental Actlon
Counell.

‘The state ls continulng to solicit
community Input on varlous op-
. tlons that involve elther widening
Haggerty, making it the connector,
or building a new road to the west.

Dolng eclther would only solve
the traffle problem Aemporarily,
according to the letter, signed by
Concerned Cltlzens' co-presidents
Lorna McEwen end Larry Wasser-
man, By providing casier access to
rural areas, tho connector would
encourage development and even-
tuni.l‘y result in more traffic, they
32l

“IT IS tme southeast Michigan
bew to addresa the problem of
urban spraw), which both wastes
productive farmland and causes
our current urban centers to deter-
lorate,” ibo letter sald.
Doing nothing, bowever, is ot
an option, state transportaiicn of-
ficials claimed.

The transporintion departmesnt
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“‘Our concern is that
the proposals that are
being discussed will
lead to an axtension
north of Pontiac Trail’
to connect with M-59.
— Elizabeth Harris
EMEAC director

released o report this month that
cited severe congestion on Hagger-
ly, a two-lane road, caused
commuters from the borth travel-
Ing to and from the intersection of
196, 1-696 and 1-275 in southern
Qakland County. .

“Wlthout improvements, com-
plete breakdown of the system 1s

Opposed
Groups battle Haggerty plans

waship board and the Farming-
um Hills City Council.

The other options are to
stralghten Haggerty and widen it
to six lanes or variations oa elther
plan.

While Concerned Citizens op-
poses all options for the connector
on ecavironmental grounds, the

Y
group wants Haggerty to be wid-
ened to inclade a left turn lane to
make It safer,

“We're not going to back any-
thing until they address the real Is-
nuc nnd that's Haggerty,” Wasser-

ne l':‘.ut Michigan mvkmmm
tal Action Council, hea
In Bloomfield mehlp. also
wroto to the transportation depart-
ment to oppose the connector.
“Qur concern Is that the pmpw
als that are belng discussed will
lead to an extension north of Pon-
tiac Trall,” to conncet with M-59,
Harrls,

expected,” the report sald. sald Elizabeth dlrector of
More than 800 people attended & C.
public hearing three weeks ago at Such a link, which has been pro-
Novi‘High School to learn from  Posed in the past, ia not needed and
state officials abont the varions  Would  promote urban sprawl,
options for lnking the highways  Harris said. It would also promote
with Pontiac Trall and to express 8¢ use, which contributes
their preferences. to global warming, acid raln and
other environmental haxards, sho
A propogal to bulld a new, multl-  said,
lane road a quarter mile west of Transpertation department ofll-
Haggerty In C clals are ted to chooso a plan
mmn‘aamnunmow {ortboconne:wrlhhhuorwly
to aveid a peat bog, bas receivod  winter, according Lo department
ovavhdm.ng whl.z: support, ac-  officials.
Philip Chisolm, 8 pub- ‘Wazserman said Concerned Clti-
Ucbu.rin‘omwlotmdmn rens will begin a letter writlng
campaign directed at state offl-
clals 20d possitly a wuum am-e.
THAT OPTION, imown as €A, 13 {0 make their oppotition to
supported by (be West Bloomfleld  profect known.

A romantic touch...
multl-floral tapestry
{ncorporating the
blues, greens, brotons
and burgundies of autumn.
By Electra Handbags.
Facile-closing dag with
short double shoulder
straps. $38.
Frame-top bag with
convertible shoulder
strap, §85.

Y wrelome Jacobaon's Charpe, RaztarCants
Shop emtlf 9 prv. on Thursday od Zridey. Ured 6 pm o0 Leusmy, Tus




