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Nevulle Brothers on track with “Yellow Moon’

B)'L-Iﬂ'! O'Connw - that Wigh encrgy of thelr stage show
- stegtwriter on vipyl That is until
N nov. “Yellow Moon” (A&M) Is the
l:lzunarNuvimmd group's most suceesaful album to
several years the Neville date In terms of ulu and critleal

By t.hm have bad vmtlculty gelting  raves. .

thers are Charles (back row, left) and Anrcn, Cyril
eft) and Art.
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Enter a young Canadian produccr.
Danlel Lanols, who has worked with
the Ukes of Peter Gabriel and U2 in
the past. Lanols’ approach is some-
what different compared to most
knob-turners in the studio.

“When he came to New Orleans,
be wanted to hear everything each
Neville Brother dld individually, as
well as the stuff we had did together
as a group,” sald Cyril Neville, vo-
callst with the group. “Immedlately,
that endeared him to each one of us.

“Nobody — I mean nobody — bad
ever approached us [n that way be-
fore. He sald, ‘What's in your heart?
What do you want to do?"**

Lanols did other things to make
himself at homo with the Neville
Brothers. Instead of a sterile setting
of a conventional studlo, the b:md

bum that touches upon the situation
in South Africa as well as the plight
of Native Americans In the United
States.

Another number, “Sister Rosa,” is
a tribute sung by Cyril Neville to
civil rights actlvist Rosa Parks. Dis-
cussion about the song gets the usu-
ally soft-spoken Neville brother
quite ' impassioned, revealing the
spark Lhnl makes the group one of
the best In America,

Cytll Neville was particularly ap-
palled at the number of people he
found who dldn't know about Rosa
Parks, or cven the Civil Rights
Movement for that matter.

“We have nieces and nephews in
school. We saw that they weren't
belng taught this in the schools in
Amerjcan history,” he aald. “I didn't

and producer took
abandoned apartment bullding Ln

New Orleans, Lanols llved there,

along with members of the band.
‘Tracks were recorded in a live

,  selting, which Cyril Noville likens to

‘a church revival of the soul.”

“YELLOW MOON" certalnly ben-
eflts from It. The album hlghllghu
the polltical side to the Neville
Brothers, a slde that other record
people wanted to downplay fn the

past.
“My Blood" is a track on the al-

say Afr history ... I
sald American history, What these
people did was good for everybody.”

"“That's why there's so much youth
violence today, he added iater.
“"They don't know who they are. The
black kids don't know who they are,
The white kids don’t know who they
:dn:. ‘They're ali getting mis-cducat-

In his heated explanatlon, Cyril
Nevmn lets slip a mild profanity.

"Oh, excuse me,” hc said, “I tend to
get carried away.”
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THE POLITICAL alde of the Nav-
iile Brothers has pever bcen ob-
scured on stage. And the live shows
are what the band hos been =il
about.

Tha Neville Brothers formed 12
years ago, featuring brothera Aaron,
Art, Charles and Cyril, along wuh
Tony Hall, Willie Green and Brian
Stoltz. The band has six albums to iis
cmdu. including @ daubleLF retros-
pective “Treacherous” (Rhino).

The Nevilles' sound encompasses
many musical facets from hlues to
Jazz to funk. Cyril Neville gets a
lough when a person tells him he
found thelr latest album under the
Cajun section at the pecord atore.

Again, the performer becomes the
educator. Cyril Neville tears down
zome of the misconceptions about
New Orleans music,

“A ot of people have trouble clas-
sifylng New Orleans music, period,”
he said."New Orleans is so dlverse
that there's no one label to put on it.
It's a waste of time trying, really.

“It's like the food. Everyone thinks
all the food is Cajun. Actually, New

Orleans was Creole long before Ca-
juns arrived. .
“I1's more llke gumbo. It's & mix-

ture of all the bumanlty that's been
there: French {nfluence, Spanish ln-
fluence and African influence. Few
geople realize that It was one of the .

usicst slave ports. It gets played
down a lot of times, but there isalot
of African blood there.”

THOSE AFRICAN rhythms are
ohe component of the ' Nevilles'
sound, which like New Orleans mu-
sle, doan t {1t snugly into any partle-
ular category. Yet the group bas de-
veloped quite & following, including
the eclectle college crowd,

“I love to talk to one my favorite
audlences — the college students,”
Cyrlt Neville sald. “They've got
some great ideas about the world.”

The Neville Brothers will per-
Jform as an opening-act for Jim-
my Buffett and the Coral Recfer
Band at 8 p.m. Friday, June 30, at
the Palace in Auburn Hiils, Tick-
ets are $22.50. For information,
call 377-8200"
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