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RANDY SORST/#taff photographer
Tim Sheehy (at loft) ond 8am Lowe wiil bo in

fuil battle uniform for the Clvil War Encamp-
ment y and- y In Park.

The history butfs have each invested about
$1,500 for their uniforms and goar. .

Civil War buffs

i1 Union and Confederate soldiers

meet for encampment in park -

By Loralne McClish
slaff writor .

HE TWO YOUNG men re-
sponslble for bringing the
first Civil War Encamp-
ment to Farmington and

F.‘nrmlnglanmlthnmwwennd )

Tim Shechy.

‘Lowe is 18, a stadent at Farming-
ton High School who has studied the
Civil War since fourth grade, sald he
got Intense about the subject while
he was in seventh grade, and has at
leant four ancestors he knows of who
fought in that war, -t

Sheehy i3 20, a graduate of Farm-

Ington High School, a student at Oak-
land Community College and a histo-
ry bulf for-as long as he can remem-

ber.

Both think of themselves as “bard
core Civll War entbusiasts,”

‘Both are members of the 7th
Michigan Volunteer Infantry, based
in Lansing. Both have glven pesfor-
mances or scenarios in thefr unf-

forms In aren mlddie schools and-

high schools. Both have done a lot of
traveling for re-canctments of vari-
ous Civil War battles that have been
staged throughout the country,

Lowe was In Gettysburg for a
125th annlversary mock - battle,
Sheeby has just returned from Vir-
ginia after a re-coactment of a bat-
tle there,

‘I was surprised at the
extreme anger I foit in
one of the battles. You
know whatIs going to
win and who is going
{o lose and how many
of your men are going
to fall. The rifles make
a super loud sound and
there Is smoke all over
- the place and you just

. getcaughtupinit —

You're really reliving it,

—/Tim Sheehy -

the anthentic-tallored Civll War uni-
forms and rifles down to the
comb, a copy of Harper's Weekly
newspaper and a copy of a Civil War
drill manual Sheehy pulled out of his
knapsack.

Many of the Clvil War bufls are
collectors.

Lowc wears a 125 year old watch
and fob with his uniform and carries
a 125 year old stralght razor In his
knapsack.

CAll of the

Because are
all Unlon regiments it was Shechy
who put out the call for Confederats

regiments to be part of the encamp-
from

ment here. He got responses
regiments in Texas, Virginia 20d
* North Carollna,
The reglments will be welcoming
visltors to their campalte 8 am. to 5

p.m, Saturday and Sunday in Herd-

tage Park. Ent tothe park {s on
the west side of Faralngton Road
between 10 and 11 Mile Road, There
is oo chargs. . -

“THIS I8 NO CHEAP
hobby,"Sheehy sald. “What you are
looking at here i3 about $3,000 worth
of gear.” ° .

‘The gear he spoke of ranged from

thelr own expenses when they volun-
teer to travel for a mock battle or an
encampment, whether they go Indi-

vidaally or in a group. .
Thelr counterparts are tha Michl-
gan Ladies Rellef Commission,

“The ladies commisslon is at-
tached to the regiment, but they do
their own thing,” Sheehy sald. “This

might. be .needlepoint or acting as -

sples or hiding medicine in thelr bell
=kirts, but th

Another facet of the regiment is
the Impersonaters of famous perso-
nages io the Clvll War,

“1 doo’t think Genera! Custer is
going to be here next weekend but I

(former” Michigan) Gov. Blair will
be,” Lows sald. “Visitors will see the
whole military schedule — fatigue’

. duty, sick call, Infantry drill, the -
thin, : :

whole thing." :
LOWE DESCRIBES his favolve-: -

ment In the reglment as “An educa- .

tlon for myself. Something you can't.

. get out of a book. We stay in our.

tents overnight — no runuing to the
nearest motel — and we grind our;
coffee beans with a rifle butt. On oc- -
casslon It seems like I've broke some
kind of time barrier.” .

Sheety described his Involvement-
as a you-are-there experience. “I've”
sewn oo buttons by candlelight,” he:

d.

All battles are choreographed, but
even 50 as a soldler’s friend falls jn-
mock battle, the emotions are very
real and bighly Intease, -,

‘T was surprised at the extreme.
anger I felt In one of the battles™”
Sheehy sald, “You know who is gotng=
to win and who is going to loca and-
how many of your men are going ta~
fall. The rifles make a super lond
sound and there is smoke all over the
place and you just get caughtup ln It
— You're really rellving it.” .ot

Lowe's experience has been simi~
lar. ‘e

During a re-enactment of Plckd"
ett's Charge, Lowe sald, “I felt ax:
though I had really killed some-
body.” P o

Both expressed thelr thoughts
the pride thelr hobby has instilled 4
them. ' -

*“T have a great feeling of pridedn:’
p @ solider In a fa 1
unit. It gets to ny in obr hearts’s-
Sheehy sald, -

*T have great pride that I'm from
Michigazn. Al of my feellngs are ind
tensltied when I think of the part

the Civil

that Michigan played in

War," Lowe sald. .
The Clvil War Encampment Is the

{irst {tem on the agenda of activities

for the 25tk annual Founders Festl::

val of F Fi Blils,
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do know the man who 1

Vying for the crown

Thirteen of the lovatioat and most talonted young women
in Farmington and Farmington Hills will vie tor the crown
and tho rosos of victory in the 1889 Miss Farmington
8ch p Pag The dera (from left

ore Kathleen Kellor, Korio Dwyer, Alison Ayres, Jackie
Daty, Julie 8tocke! and Staci Docker. In the second row
{rom loft are Carrle Brown, Wendy Wojtowice, and Amanda
Niskar. Seated In front from loft are Jennifer Goss, Lisa
Caray, Tracy Aclon and Gigl Ganatra. The pageant begins
at 7 p.m. W July 12, In and winds up
with the crowning of tho now Miss Farmington. Tickets are
on salo now In Far rea Ch of C

33201 Grand River. .
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