Freedom Festlval gives cadets sneak preview
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‘I'hc momlng 's itincrary

called for the Pride of Michi-

gan, staffed with US. Navy Sea Ca-

dets, to go out on the Detrolt River,

meet, salute and show [nto port the

USS Boulder, which would dock at

Hurt Plaza for Freedom Festlval
festlvities,

Qverhead, two. Coast Guard hell-
coplers were screarlng around, ¢lr-
cling both ships. In the Pride of
Michigan's pilothouse, Sir Francls
Drake, the ceptaln’s African Gray

parrot, was silting on his perch, awk-

Ing quletly. -

And away from the sunlight, In the
Pride of Michigan's engine room,
Mike Mouradian, 14, of West Bloom-
fleld, was in charge of the throttle,
He's been at it for two years — since
he was 12,

“We have officers overlook every-
thing that we do,” Mouradian sald,
confident In his ability to power the
ship.

MOURADIAN IS a cadet on the
Pride of Michigan, an 80-foot yard
patrol Navy ship transferred to the
Oakland County Sea Cadet program
May 21. The cadet program, accord-
ing to Commander Luke Clybumn,
was started by the Navy 26 years
age to develop maritime interest In
14-18-yéar-olds,

“The shlp technlcally Mlnnp to
the Navy, but the Great Lakes Is the
only one that has a ship to traln ca-
dets,” Clyburn said.

He added the cadet program [s not

aimed at r
(t's just there to help others declde If
a Navy carcer Is for them. Cadets
can leave the program at any time,

JASON GAULT, 15, a cadet from
Garden Clty, said he was “deliberat-

Life at sea

John Rove, n

at
School in Auburn Hllls, receives instructions

Ing golng into the military.” On thls
particular morning, Gault’s assign-
ment was galley work. “I hate that,”
he sald,

"“You have to serve food, get cof-
fee for olficers and wash dishes, sir,”
Gault added. They all s2y “sit” or
“ma’'am,” gender sensitive, at the
end of every response. Even when
asked not to.

John Rose, 15, a cadet from Pontl-
ac who goes to school In Aubum
Hills, sald he could see starting a ca-
reer in the Navy. He was on watch
and was one of the cadets on deck
who saluted the USS Boulder.

Ancther cadet, a few "feet from
Rose, was a little green around the

County agency sets
Steve Allen benefit

‘orld renown comedian/muslelan
Steve Allen will petform at a beneli
for the Older Adult Programs run b;
Catholie Soclal Services of Oakland
County.

Tlckcl sales for Allen's Friday,
July 21, performance are on sale at
all area Ticketmaster locations in

metropolitan Detroit,

Detrolt-based maglclan Jeff Hob-
son wlil open the show for Allen.

More Information on the cvent is
avallable through Calholic Soclal
Services of Oakland Counly at 333-
0700,

gills, “I've been seaslck all day, sir,
but It's getting better now,” he sald.
“l wouldn't wish this on anyone,
though. There's nothing worse than
belng seasick.”

With Commander Clyburn gently-

glving orders, the cadets moved the
Pride of Michigan out onto the river,
under the bassador Bridge and
toward the USS Boulder, which was

waltlng just beyond the bridge for its -
escort.

THE PRIDE of Michigan was a
toy compared to the Boulder. At 522
feet long, 70 feet wide and carrying
a crew of 300, the Boulder dl:plnccs
8,450 tons of water.

“Most of the cadets were stariog at
the Boylder’s weapons systems, par-
tlcularly the rezr guns, which
seemed half the size of the Pride of
Michlgan,

The Pride of Michigan changed
course, dréiw up alongside the Boul-
der and maintained a parallel course

back to the dock'at Hart Plaza, Dur- .

ing that run, the Boulder’s crew as-
sembled on deck and olfcred a sa-
lute, which the cadets returned.
Clyburn secmed proud of his ca-
dets. They responded to hls orders
promptly, knew how to operate the
cqulpmcm at-thelr stations and had
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Cl trem hia sergeant as the cadels stand in tor-
mation noxt to thelr ship.

Thursday, July 6, 1088 OLE

the Pride of Michigan in showroom
condition,

As the tugboats Indiana and Ari-
zona started to position the Boulder
for docklng, Commander Clyburn
gave -orders to pull in behind the
warship. “We'll be doc) 500D,
slr,” the scasick cadet sald, “That's
fine with me.”
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