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Edison’s hur‘a@r
nghts them up

and “Robert Kleln Show.” The Man-
hatan resldeat started in comedy

Comedy for Dave Edlson s some-
mlng he-can plug in and flip a

tch,
Hls style is deﬂnltely atate-of-the-
rt. The Ia the

alter g from Lehman Col
lege. He s also working as director
and noproduclng of the TV ahow
“Comedy USA.

EdLsonl materlnl though, doesn't
requlre an dlagram or a

nnd laughter 18 measured in ki-
“lowatts,
3 “Techpology has genc too far, too
» fast,” sald Edison, who will perform
1 - at Thursday ugh Saturday at
. Joey's Comcdy Club in Livorfa. 1
think we're having trouble keeplng
up. We're getting a lot of things that
wedlda't even ask for.
"= "There are milkshakes today that
you can make in your mlcrowave.
= Does !t make any sense?”
Instead of “McDonald's jokes” or
“lincs about “my wife is
Edison got a lightbulb of an idea to
try something different. One joke
about a video game started him on
the way down the clreult breaker
- pathof comedy,

Today Edlson culls science four-
: nals such as Popular Sclence and
- Omnl looking for gadgets or new
% technology they are ready to spring
< onus.
3 His brand of humor has won them
« over In clubs and Radio Shacks na-
I tlonwlde. He's performed on televi-
< slon's “Late Night with Joan Rivers”

so-and-s0,” .

. person with a slide rule and six

sharpeaed penclls in his pocket to
ecvaprehend. He did work for thres
months at a Radlo Shack. “I was the
guy behind the counter sho said,
“No sir, the batteries are in back-
wards."”

BASICALLY, Edizon's comedy
simply pokes fun at the high-tech
world we lve in.

Like for instance, muslcal greet-
ing cards. *Do we. really need
them?,”. asked Edison. "I mean a

sympathy eard shouldn't. play “An-
other Bites the Dust.’

Edison admits he's tackling an odd
subject.

“I get an occaslonal stare like the
proverbfal RCA dog,” he safd, “but I
dance around It. I can usunlly pull
the rabblt out of the hat."

The rabbit rears its head more of-
ten than not. Since Edison joined the
comedy ranks 10 ycars ago, things
have grown more competitive,

There's twloe the number of clubs
and twice the number of comedians,
And twice the number of comedians

CONMEDY CLUBS

Dave longnln a lot of his
material from today's tech-
nology.

doing the same stale material.

Edlson’s tapped into a different
outlet.

“Electronic companles are writ-
ing tny material for me,” he said. "I
pecformed at the Consumer Elee-
tronles Show in Chicago recently.
Between sets, 1 took a stroll around
the floor, It's amazing the things
they are comlng up with today,

“T don’t know If they’re giving me
toys to play with or material to
make jokes with."

Doave Edison will perform
Thursday through Snlurdau. July
13-15, at Joey's Comedy Club,
36071 Plymouth Road cau of
Levan, Livonia. For information,
call 261-0555.

Comedian keeps
it clean onstage

8y Larry O'Connor
staff writer

Wash your hands and face. Clean
‘comedy is Mike Toomey’s speciality.
Starics about how his mother vsed
to buy generic cercal instead of the
real “Tony the Tiger”
Flakes s about as risque as It gets
when the Chicago native takes the

. stage. Swear words? Oh my. Tsk

Tak. Tek,

Actually Toomey, 26, doesa’t take
a plous attitude about comedy. Pro-
fanity spiked humor is simply not his

forte,
“That’s what works for me,” sald

and Saturday, July 14-15. “The Jess
people you offend, the more people
can enjoy you.”

Slmple enough. Apecdotes about
gmwlnx up and lving in the b!x dty
= In his case Chicago — are thin,
many people can relate to.

His act also includes Impressions
of TV xltvoom characters from “My
Three Sons” and “Andy Griffith”
Just nlce stuff. Not the kind of thing
Aunt Bea would slap your face for.

Today, when the vlle humor of

Kinison appears to be in vogue,
things would appear tough for an
upstart comedlan toting the pure
line. Not 30, according to Toomey,

“Actually, I think it's all positive,”

Here are some tistings of come-
4 7 dy clubs in our area. To let us
- know who is appearing at your
< club, send the information to:
A o Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
3 centric Newspapers, 36251
. Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150,

3 & BEA'S KITCHEN

Altruro  Shélten will perform
along with Steve'Beels and Down-
towa Tany Brown on Friday and Sat-
urday, July 14-15, at Bea's Comedy
Kitchen, 541 Larmed, Detrolt. Show-
¢ tlmes are 9 p.m. and 11:15 p.m. For
tnformatlon, call 961-2581.

9 CHAPLIN'S EAST

Taylor Masoo will appear
~ Wednesday-Saturday, July 12-15, at
Chaplin's East, 34244 Groesbeck,
Fraser. Showtimes are 8:30 pam.
.. Wednesday and Thursday and 830
p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. For Information, call 792-
1802,

. © CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH
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The Chemnille ﬁns&emg !

Pavilion Sold Out

Steve Baird will appear Thursday-
Saturday, July 13-15, at Chaplin’s
Plymouth in the Plymouth Hllton,
14707 Northville Road, Plymouth.
For information, call 454-4680.,
© CHAPLIN'S WEST

Willle Farrell will appear Tuecs-
day-Saturday, July 11-15, at Chap-
1ln's West, 18890 Telegraph, south of
Six Mile, Detrolt. For information,
call $33-8886.
© HOLLY HOTEL

Lowel} Sanders will perform along
with Tim Harred and Mike Oren-
steln Thursday through Saturday,

July 13-15, at Holly Hotel, 110 Batdle _

Alley, Holly. Stow times are 8:30
pm. with additional 10:30 p.m.
shows on Friday and Saturday, For
Informatlon, call 634-1819,

© JOEY'S WYANDOTTE

Dave Edison will form on Sun-
day, July 16, at Shots on the Water,
507 Biddle Ave., Wyandotte. Show-
time (s 8:30 pam. For informatlion,
call 281-SHOT.

wnth specxa.l guests

815 Lawn

TUESDAY — JULY 18

@E v Comd

with spcclal guest .

Jimmy Aleck

anillon Sold OQut -

RSSO

815 Lawn

© LOONEY BIN

Danny Ballard, along with Sleclet
Mumy and Steve Billlatzer, will a
pear Friday-Saturday, July 14-15, nt
the Wolverine Lounge and Loaney
Bin Comedy Club, 1655 Gleogary,-
Walled Lake. Showtimes are § p.m.
Friday and 8 and 10:15 p.m. Satur-
day. For information, call 669-9374.

© LOONEY BIN I

Muork Fenske, Kenny Mitchell and
Dapny Logan perform Friday-
Saturday, July 14-15, at The Looney
Bin at The Rosy, I-94 and Hoggerty .
Showtimes are 9 p.m. Friday and 8

and 10 p.m. Saturday. There's z $5
cover charge. For information, ¢call
6991829,

O MAINSTREET

Peter Bermsn will perform
Wednesday and Thunday, July 12-
13, and Tim Allen will perform on
Frldny and Saturday, July 14-15, at
the Malnstroet Comedy Castle, 314
E. Liberty, Ann Arbor, Shawtimes
are 8:30 and 11 pan. For reserva-
tions, call 998-9030.

TEDDY BEARS on Pamda
Collectablos e Antlst « Antiquo
SUNDAY JULY 18 1839
Webor'a Inn . 184 Exit 172
Hourg 10:30 &.m. untll 5 p.m,
Adm!aalon $4.00 — CHl(d $1.50

[DoorprizagsVats for Supsr Boar|
Portion of proceeds buys Tuo?gr Boers
for Mott Chikdron‘s Hozpiial

‘Toomey sald. “If you re clean, you
can work anywbere.

1} TOOMEY'S case, that means
cven performing in front of his faml-
ly at 5 years old with Impresslons of
Jack Webb and Alfred Hitcheock, He
started out professionally seven
years ago, performing at “open
mllu."’ nights at Chlcago comedy

Slnce then, Toomey has appeared
at clubs {n the Midwest and South.
He also won third place .on WGN-
TV's “Comedy Bowl,” taking home
§1,000 prize,

'I‘hme are the nicw zigs. Teemey
can also tell you about pertoml.ng in
front of uninterested students in col-
lege cafeterlas during lunch and
hnu‘-em pty nightclubs,

css there's been a few,” he
sahi about the luu-ﬁmndsundlng-
ovation nights, “f had this three-
night job at a hotel and the same
pv:ople would be there each night
d they didn't even laugh the first
n!xm N Thcy just sat there and
siared o

of cmuse, all comedians can re-

late slmilnr storles. Toomey didn't

expect anything diiferent, jumplng
into the comedic buslness at 18 after
graduating from high school. College
was only a passing thought as the
stage Is where he wanted to carn his
degree.
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Mike Toomey's humor cen-
ters on growing up end dolng
impressions of TV charactors
ke "“Qpie” from the “Andy
Griffith Show.” .

Mom and dad, the people who
make up a portion of his act, didn't
agree with his deciston.

*“They were apprehensive at first
because they didn‘t know the busi-
ness. Nelther did I for that matter,”
he said. “Scven years later, uu.vy've s
learncd to accept it.”

Mike Toomey will perform
Thursday through Saturday, July
13.15, at Miss Kitty’s Comedy
Club, 595 N. Lapeer Road, Oxford,
For information, call 628-8500.
Also, he will perform Wednesday
mrough Saturday, July 10-22, at

Chaplin's Eqst, 34244 Groesbeck, :
Frascr. For information, call 792- -
1902, Tl




