points of view

What the computer age means

IT ISN'T exactly defense depart-
ment data, but Information in stu.
dent files at Farmingten Public
Schools could be considered just as
“tpp secret” or “classified” as any
Pgptagon folder.

:As young hacks break into govern-
ment and buslness computer flles on
a fegulor basis and are caught, we
se¢ the necd to look carcfully at
what the computer age really
e

{m*j

Princlpals will be able to keep
track of thelr Individual budgets, and

ease of
begter communications and good
recordkeeping and reporting are all
part of the game, but a new sct of
pedblems comes with these goodles,

‘Security concerns are being zd-

dressed up front, as Farmington
school o{flclnla maove ahead to com-
puterize Individual bulldings and al-
laW the entlre schoal system to In-
tegrate technologleally through an
upgraded mainframe system.

‘There will be computer terminals
in‘each building, allowing counselors
to access student records, adminis-
trators to look at attendance infor-
mation, and even, cventually, allow-
Ing teachers to do thelr Instructlonal
recordieeping.

send p to central
office via the computer.

It sounds wonderful, and it's bound
to ald adminlstrators greatly.

BUT, LOOK around your own off-
fee, How many times do peaple for-
get to log off a computer system,
leaving thelr access code open to
anyone who comes along? Are ac-
cess codes written down, cven stuck
in a top drawer? They shouldn’t be.

But it's human nature to do things
the casy way,

That's what trustees llke Susan
Rennels and Helen Prutow and resi-
dents lke Rlchard DeVrles volced
concern about thls week. Even with
all the precautions, how casy will it

be to control a large number bf com-
puter users in separate buildings?

There could someday be 450 or
more terminals in the Farmington
district — one of the area’s largest
businesses — that will nced to be
controlled.

Employces who fape an access
password {o the front of thelr termi-
nal for all to see should be “scverely
disciplined,” says Rennels.

I agree. With a dlstrictwide sys-
tem that encompassea everything
from purchasing to student records,
nobody can takc their access for
granted.

Implementing the expanded sys-
tem will take more than changlng
passwords regularly and monltoring
logs, as data supervisor Kathy Jones
well knows. It will take

Honigman

ABORTION, THE Essue of the *90s,
won't be the focal point of the 1090
race shaping vp in one of Michigan
most affluent, powerful senatorial
districts. Nelther wil} who wears
s0cks.

Both state Sen. Richard Fessler
and state Rep, David Honlgman are
antl-abortion. And both, although
Honlgman more receatly, wear
socks.

They are expected (o be the con-
tenders §n the Republican primary
for the prestigious 17th Senate dis-
trict, which includes Bloomfield
Hills and Bloomfleld and West
Bloorafield townahips,

Fesaler has held the seat for two
terms, but hasn't officially an-
nounced his candldacy. Honigman
has announced. He was outspoken
about gunning for the seat — lon
before Fessler’s troubles on the legal .
and domestic fronta.

NOW FESSLER'S actlons In light
of these should

training, so that people learn to use
the system properly.

If that is done, and retralning of-
fered for people new to the system, [
can buy acting superintendent Mike
Flanagen's statement that “we're
more secure In this type of a system
than io the (paper) flles.”

Casey Hans is a stoff writer for
the Farmington Qbserver.

Dems lose very faithful servant

WHEN DOUG Ross packs his'bags

and heads for Washingten, Michigan

wlll Jose the man who should have
been governor.

"Not everybody feels that way.
Many, many folks can't atand the
stite commerce director. He's a
maverick. And in Michigan's pollti-
c.'il climate that can spell professlon-
dl destruction.

VBut, the 47 W

resident has done much to combat
the economle malalse since taking
oit' the commerce position in 1934.
EvVen many of bls critles, who com.
plain about his flashy image, admlt
that without Ross at the commerce
helm, the state is golng to have &
rifdre difficult time selling itself to
the business community.

~Because of its business tax and
workers' compensation systems, the
Wolverine atale never has been an

he has smycd true to it and the state
he has served so well,

HE CAME to public notice back In
the carly.'70s as the director of the
Michlgan chapter of Common Cause
and as a co-director of Michigan Cit-
izens Lobby. The buslness cammuni-
ty, which now 1s one of his biggest
supparters, couldn’t stand him.

To break the monotony of early-
morning chamber of commerce

casy sell. But Ross alotof
those negative feelings by the force
of his personality and his incredible

Hergy.
*‘Ha 13 a non-stop, driven public of-
ficlal out to accomplish whnlcver
the goal at band happens to
“ Unfortunately, I.hmughout his ca-
eer, os been denfed by his
QWD party. And desplte those denlals,

they would In<
vite him to stir tp members agalast
this liberal activist. But Ross would
persevere. He reminded the bard-
working entrepreneurs (o seck thelr
own paths to success, rather than at-
ing to ape the
corporations whose interests were
often counter to those of small busi-
ness.

Time and again he would win over
what had been a skeptical group of
bardeore business t;

Alter serving in the :me senate,
Roas sought a congressional seat. He
wassthwarted by mainline labor fn-
terests upset with a few votes he
cast [n the state’s upper chamber.

THAT HAD to be Ross’ darkest
moment. But once agatn, he re-
malned true to the party and took on
a special project for newly elected
Gov. James Blanchard, It was a po-
litical ctumb that Ross, in typleal
atyle, transformed {nto the politleat
Jewel of the early Blanchard ad-
minstration,

Soon affer he became commerce
dlrector.

And all during his tenure in the
Blanchard administration, Ross
carefully made sure Lhat he gave the
governor all the ¢red;

"Many of us know beucr Many of
us thought that It was Doug Ross
who should have been Michigan's
governor. But it was not to be, Not

day, anyway.

‘That certainly is our loss. Good
luck, Doug, we'll miss you,

Steve Barnaby is managing cd-
itor of the 12 Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers,
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all other Issues in voters’ minds,

No one, politico or not, gets by
without thelr share of problems in
life. But Richard Fessler’s problems
have been magnalfied, not by the usu-
al villaln - the press, but by his own
actlons,

Ouce Marilyn and Rlck Fessler
must have loved each other.

Marilyn was by his slde as he was
first elected to the state House of
Representatlves in 1974, and lnter as
he climbed higher on the political
ladder to a state Senate seat.

And Rick isa't the only p
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pertise for the job, for trading on her
husband's name.

DURING HER term In office,
Rick became somewbhat of a flxture
around West Bloor.(leld Town Hall.
She was chastlsed for taking four
wecks paid vacation that first year
and oot working well with her fellow
elected offlcinls.

In 1980, voters defeated Marilyn
Fessler’s bid for re-election. In the
same election, Rick went on to his
fourth term in the House and has
now won two successive terms in the
Mlchigan Senate.

But his fortunes changed too.

He and Marilyn separated. In
1967, he spent a nlghl in ja.u after an
‘Oakland County judge found him in
contempt of court for not paying the
mortgage on the West Bloomflcld
home where she and two of his chil-
dren were living.

In 1988, he was convicted of im-
palred driving - and resisting arrest.
The attorney-legislator also defled

far outshines Fessler:

clous act. After gll, three children
are involved. ‘1hey deserved better ’
than they are gettlng. . ' (Dare he
apply that statement to hls own most }
recent actions?) i
Directly fotlowing his convietion, ]
Fessler Insisted that it won't hnmper
his eifectivencss in Lanslog. “It Ims
not alfeeted my abllities to emctn
lcgmn!.lou in Lansing. I don't see uu:
impact.
And only weeks later, after Iu.lnx
an appeal, be had the audacity lnl
w his bat Into the ring for pro- {
ucuung attorney of Qakland Coun- !
ty. Predictably, he finished last of ;
four Republlean primary contend-}
ers, '

Now, he and his ex-wife are will-;
ing to subjeet thelr children to public |
serutiny in their bitter custody bat-
dle, holding press confercnces fo alm
their weapons,

HONIGMAN'S CANDIDACY by it-
sclf would bave made Fessler’s bld!
{or a third Senate term a major bat-)
tle. The representative from West,
Bloomfield has the record, back- -
ground and financing to make ther
state Senmate seat one more w:p‘
toward higher political office.

The thing to do, of course, would
be to stcp down gracefully. But
that's not Rick Fessler's style. Once
again, he will probably let it all hang
out, refusing to accept that he i3 not

state hw hy rdnslng tr take a
the
amount of ulcalml ln his system.
BUT mcx apparently suu doun’l

in the famlly. In 1978, Marflyn ran
for and was elected West Bloomlleld
Townshlp treasurer. At the time, she
was criticized for not having the ex-

ampl his ae-

A(ler hls night in jail, he emerged
calling the contempt charge “an un-
necessary, purposeful and very mali-

an public

tive. .
And Honlgman should knock his
socks off. .

Judith Doner Berne is assistant |
managing editor for the Oakland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.
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Civil War Encampment inspiring

The writer, Jean M, Foz, is a
Farmington Hills city council-
woman,

THE CIVIL WAR Encampment
that launched the Founders Festival
on Saturday was an [nsplration to all
fortunate enough to be able to at-
tend.

Once away from the modern char-
lots in the parking lot, the re-cre-
atlon of the Civil War era took over

in costume, action and even speech,-

within the

guest
column

‘The skirmish on Saturday was in-
triguing {(even if the South did win)
and the staging of the camps, the
and sutlers' tents, the

as
confines of the 16850s.
The baunting melodles of the Fifth
Michigan Band, playing on instru-
ments of the era, floated through the
grove of trees at Heritage Park . . .
even more moving If one recalled
the words of “Tenting Tonight” and
“Just Before the Battle, Mother.

compun y doctor with his herbs and
New Testament lent authenticity.

Heritage Park, because of its ter- .

rain and catural arcas of trees and
rolling ground, lends ltsell well to
such a re-enactment. It was on lund
much ke this that much of the Civil
War was fought.

Where were all the children? Eve-
ry single school child in F 5
should have been privileged to wit!
ness such “living history,” which ng
teacher, no matter how proficient;
can convey from a textbook or video,
Are Farmlngton parents, the school
board and adminlstration unaward
of chamber of commerce activities;
planned months ahead? Do we wark
together, or only in classrooms !l.
nanced by tax dollars?

TheChamber of Commerce Is tobe
commended for bringlng this ﬂnc
Civil War Encampment to l-‘nrmlnz—
ton, for it 13 of such memories that'
our heritage and bistory becomes
more widely appreclated,

This is what the Founders Fuuﬂl
nhon!dbcallnbout,nndnlswondﬂ—
ful that this apporumuy was given m
our community.

OUR ANNUAL ASCENSIA® COMFORTER AND PILLOW SALE,
25% OFF REGULAR PRICE. BACK AGAIN.
One of our finest White Goose Down Comforters.

Lifetime warranty.
Regular Prico

Ascensia Warm Welght

Twin 425

Full 465

Queen %00

King %680
Ascensia Lighter Weight

Twin 1390

Futt 8425

Quoen 560

King 635

200 units. LUmited to stock on hand.

SALE ENDS JULY 31st .
Scandi
Down Sh
Come feel the Seandia difftrence.
Scandia Down Shop ol Blnninnham
210 8. Woodh « Blimingh £070

Sale Price

31875
33375
*450.00

1510.00

29250
1318.75
320.00
47625
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