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Milt Wi

ilcox

making most
of retirement

By LeAnne Rogore
statf writor

It has been nearly three years
slnce former Tiger pitcher Milt Wit-
cox re from major league bases
ball but his invelvement in sporis
hasa't decreased.

Wilcox hosts a sports televislon
progeam on the PASS cable televi-

sion statlon, runs business promo-,

tions featuring sports personallties,
operates baseball camps, is Invotved
in horse racing and breeding and will
soon provide color commentary for
cable television broadcasts for To-
ledo Mud Hens games.

ONE BIG adjustment of retire-
ment, ending the extensive travel re-
qulred from baseball players, was a
mixed blesslng, according to Wilcox.

“Not traveling was a blg adjust-
ment after 19'years. You get tosee a
Iot of fricnds you made in other

Naces, .

“But now { can enfoy the summers
off and play. golf, be with my kids. I
couldn’t do that before.”

When his daughter, now 19, was
growing up, Wilcox sald he was gone
so much that he missed much of her
childhood.

Slnee his yetirement, he said he
has been able to spend more Ume
with his 18-year old son.

“The first year or so I had a blt of
trouble adjusting,” Wllcox said of his
1888 retirement from baseball.

* I stayed away from the ballpack,
probably too much. I fclt like I'd
want to pltch. Its atbll in your blood."

! AFTER TWO shoulder injurles in
1984 when Wilcox played for the
World Series-winnlng Tigers, he satd
Be never really was able to come
back, He retired after playlng half
the 1986 scason with the Seattle
Mariners. :
. “When I got out of baseball, I said
T'd Uke to be a broadcaster. They
didn't seem to work too hard.”
{ After spending 1% years dolng a
cable sports talk based in Dearbern,
Wilcox sald the show was picked up
by PASS in 1887,
1 “We've really gone on to do all
kinds of sports ‘and talk with all
kindg of sports figures.
: “We have. also expanded from
Joing one-on-one Interviews, We do a
$how each month from Mélan Drag-
way.!
! Tlger fana plen have zoen Wilcox
¢n the pre-game Tiger Roundtable
discusslons on WDIV-TV.
+ “1 enjoy dolng that and 2 lot of
people see it. I have close ties to the
Tigers. That's were 1 played the
fongest,” sald Wilcox, who jolned De-
{roit after playing with the Cincin-
atl Reds, Cleveland Indlans and
hicago Cubs.

‘But now I can enjoy
the summers off and
play goll, be with my
kids. I couldn’t do that
before.’

— Milt Wilcox

FORMER AND current Tigers
players are prominent in the Witcox
bascball camp, almed at players 7 to
17 years old. .

Gates Brown and Jim Northrup
spapd a great deal of time at the
camp, Wilcox sald, with appearances
for photos and autographs by actlve
players lke Alan Trammell and
Matt Nokes.

“About 95 percent of the kids we
see are playlng organlzed ball some-
where but only about three or four of
the kids will actually know the fun-
damentals.

“The camp ¢mphasizes the funda-
mentals, The right way to hold u ba)
and how to think before yeu hit.”

WILCOX HAS maintained close
ties wlth baseball for hls promotion-
al business, providing sports flgures
for business openings and other re-
lated functions.

“Its really grown.”

“I found out how hard it was for
buslness people to make contact
with professional sports figures for
promotlons.”

In additlon to Tigers players, Wil-
cox sald the busincss has cxpanded
outside the Detroit area and to in-
clude non-bascball celebritles such
as Pistons center Bjll Laimbeer, Cin-
cinnatl Bengals quarterback
“Boomer” Eslason, Red Wing Lee
Norwood and former 5t. Leouls Cardl-
nal Lou Brock.

Another sparts venture for Wllcox
is horses, which he first became In-
volved with 1n 19982 at Detrolt Rac-
ing Course. '

“I grew up In but 1

Scott Carver (left) and Malt
Benfer, both of Livonia, aro |
on dock os former Dotroit
Tigers pitcher MIit Wilcox
gives Jason Malllax, aiso of
Livonia, help with his batting. -
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[
wasn't 8 cowboy, 1 didn't like horses

2sakid.

“A guy invited me to jog horses at
DRC and It was a great fceling to
control a big animal like that.”

ith brood mares and stalllons,
Wllcox satd his horse breeding activ-
!u'? have become almost a full-time
fob.

If all these actlvities weren't
enough, Wilcox said he was conslder-
ing an offer to play bascball In a sen-
for league based in Florlda during
the winter months.

“I did quit playlng nelghborhood
softball because I declded I wanted
my golf swing to be better than my
bat swing."

CARE House gains grants

! .
} The Child -Abuse and Neglect
ouncll, County of OQakland Inc.
"ANCQ), has received $50,000 from
the Sklllman Foundation and $20,000
m McGregor Fund for a special
?rajnct entltled CARE House.

3 CARE (Child Abuso Resaurce Ef-
)ort) House will coordinate the re-
dponse to child victims of sexual
gbuse. “Many times children are re-
{ by the way p

l*upond," says Meg Mitzel, execu-
Uve director of the Chitd Abuse and
Negteet Council.

i “CARE House is unlque in that
professionals will work together to-
wards reducing the number of inter-

i
)

views, reducing the traumatization
to the child and Increasing the rate
of prosecution of offenders.”

The Skillman Foundation makes
grants In the arcas of Children,
Youth and Young Persons, Basic
Human Needs, Community-wide Col-
laborative Efforts, Culture and Arts
and Education.

The McGregor Fund is a gencyal
purpose phllanthropic corporation
organized “to relleve the misfor-
tunes and promote the well-belng of
mankind.” Prioritics for McGregor
Fund Include homelessness, partner-
ships and cooperatlve cfforts which
address eritical issues facing greater
Detrolt and educatlon,
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