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Council discusses judge’s hiring pract

By Susan Buck
staft writor

New Judge Fred Horris' hiring
it a

expense, but the is
not certain,

MUCH OF Monday’s city council
di on about the court focused on

polnted discussion as the ity eouncil
Monday approved amendlng Farm-
ington Hills’ portlon of the 47th Dis-
trict Court's 1988-89 budget.

The budget amendment will coat
the city $9,390. .

The retirement of Judge Michael
Hand in April resulted in unantlel-
pated costs as court duties were
turned over to Harris, a Farmington
Hills attorney and former Oakland
County Road Commtssion chalrman,
His term runs to Jan. 1, 1081,

Visitlng  judges and  substitute
court reporters during the transition
perlod increased the court's opera-
ting cost. “Our vislting judges were
not as careful or as caring in ap-
polnting court-appointed counscl,”
sald presiding Judge Margaret
Schaeffer,

ty.
Increased cxpenditures of $14,000

were reduced by other savings to
$11,400. Farmington Hills' sharc of
the overrun Is $9,390, or about 82
percent of the total,

The court also incurred $5,500 for
recarding equipment installed in
Judge Harris’ courtroom. The Depu-
ly State Court Adminlstrator, John
Fertry, Jr., has requested through the
court admlnistratar’s office a sup-
plemental request to the state legls-
lature to relmburse the court for this

Harris’ hiring practices.

Harrls flred veteran court report-
cr Cindy Hago two months before
she would have been vested In her
penslon through the clty of Farming-
ton Hills, .

“I think that anyone famillar with
my background knows that with an
‘issue like that, I'm super sensitive,”
Harris said. “I was not aware, quite
frankly, that this person was this
close to belng vested. I would hope
that we could do something to re-
solve this issue.”

Harris has also been criticized for
firing 11-year court officer Howard
Aldrich and replacing him with hls
own son, Patrick Harris, until a uni-
formed police officer can be as-

‘We've had some ethics problems in
the city. Even though this is a shorf-
time situation, it’s a questionable
situation. Ve used to call this
nepotism, where you hire a member of

your own family.’

— Jean Fox

Farmington Hills councilwoman

We used to call thls nepotlsin, where
you hire a member of your own {am-
Wy, Couldn't the court offfcer have
stayed or couldn’t some other people
In the community have handled it?”

signed to improve securi-

“This was my personal declslon
and I'll take the heat for it," sald
Harris at Monday's meeting fn re-
sponse o criticism volced by Coun-
cllwoman Jean Fox. “I have now a
person who T can get rid of like that,
my son, Patrick, wha's a college stu-
dent,” sald Harrls,

“See, that's the thing I have a
problem with,” Fox sald. “We've had
some cthics problems In the city.
Even though this is a short-time situ-
atlon, it’'s a questionable situation.

C Paul Sowerby said it
T »

The C on thy

e capsul

“grieves me that a court reporter
was let go and we go out and hire a
temporary. I realize Judge Harrls
has the right to hlre whoever he
wants, But lo termlnate somebody
and then to hire somebody on an in-

e
al of Whe U.S. Constitutlon will con-
clude this year's Farmington/Farm-
ington Hills Founders Festival activ-
itles with a patriotic event.

At 4:30 p.m. Sunday (not Saturday,
as reported in Monday’s Observer) in
Farmington Hills' Herltage Park,

will host an old-fash-
ioned plenle. The Franklin Village
Band, conducted by Dr. Conrad Lam,
will be featured.
At the concluslor of thls plenic,
ple may contribute ltems that re-
flect the true flavor of the Farming-
ton Hitls/Farmington area to a time

terim basts, it seems not to be logi-
cal.” .

HARRIS was appointed by Gav,
James Blanchard and took the oath
of offlce May 1, He was put on the
payroll May 3 and was formally
sworn in May 23, During May,
Harris “learncd” to become a judge
by working in courtrooms In Walled
Lake, Livonla and Plymouth.

“It's truc that we had Judge
Harrls' salary for May and also a
visiting judge's,” sald Schacffer. “He
had a busy practice to wind up, He
had to have other Jawyers take hls
cases. He had to talk to his clients.

“If anybody’s at fault, I'll have to
take the rap for that,” she added,

Harrls took the beneh June 1.

Sowerby added that the entire sit-
uatlon could have been coordinated
better, “The wisdom of Judge
Harris' declsion will come,” sald
Sowerby.

capsule, The capsule wlll be opened
an the 260th annlversary of the rati-
ficatlon of the U.S. Constltution In
the year 2041,

This event will be held in the pie-
nle grove at Heritage Park, on
Farmington Road, between 18 and
11 Mile. Guests may bring a plenle

ices

Harris sald he previously met with
the elty manager and the chief of po-

2

2

lee nbout bringing a uniformed po. |
1lce offlcer aboard, He hopes “to get *

a pollce officer i the courthouse as
qulckly as possible.”

“It is,my Intentlon to have a unl.

formed pollce officer, We've had in-

stances from time to tlme when

we've needed the presence of a po-
lice officer, Nobody has that authori-
ty, abllity, capacity and know-how to
put handcuffs on anybedy and put
hlm into a holdlng cell,” sald Harris.
He sald that he offered that posl-

tlon to a pollce offfcer who was near .

retirement, but that offleer was con-

cerned how that would affect his -

nsion,
“'We wish none of thls had reached
e notorlety stage,” sald council-

woman Jody Soronen, noting that a .

Judlctal appolntment isn’t something
the city is “'overly famlltar with,”

e to be buried at picnic

supper and enjoy the patrietic musle
by Jokn Phui

the time eapsule, .

Plenic-goers may contribute any
items they feel are representative of
this time in the Farmington area,

p Sonsa, George M. |
Cohan and Irving Berlin. The band -
concert wil) precede the burying of -

e T p—— - : 722 I

4 e el ol B | 1 Gigantic (SRLEASED 50

Ed i : B I

¢/  Fine Furniture... (& j SALE 4 -

. Where Quality Costs [ % 10 500 LR DAV CARE ;

z I8 ; 35% to 50% Beginning September 5, 1989, Temple i

: You Less! = [ Off All Merchandise Emanu-El will offer Day Care for *

% WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD @ N Stelff, Alexander, Brio, C'T",:g"*c“e;ﬂe‘is wﬁ'“r“’"”“l to 2 years P

CAN ) T [ man ]| S P = T = Playmoblle, Etc. t operate on a full- @
L"’m‘""‘ -m’.‘.m] s | MR AN | o - day basis from 7:30 a.m. to

| oo | TR %l— —l GGy } - Everything Must Go! 6:00 p.m., 50 weeks out-of-the-year. ;:

] ! [+] ! For more information an our "

@SSEIC LMmIeryors|| THE - TOY - SHOP | B RSB asity e £

S 20292 Middicke, Livonia - South of 8 Mile 21917 Garrison » Dearborn, Michigan 48124 4 i T all Termple & ask for Rena Cohen 5

Mon,, Thues., F,i.qé’:‘;%;g?uf)vged.. Sat. 9:305:30 . All Sales Final 278-7500 Cash Only ?:um i

Next door to K-Riart

)

FEATURINGONLY NATIONALEY . ...and Wonderland Center
'ADVERTISED nl%*ggggm PRICES! W, S .
ATEVERTDAY o Lees < ’

» Salem

OURPLEDGE
TOYOU....

1. Absolutely the lowest )
prices in town on all our !

You'll find gne :;0::'“ .carpet and vinyl. )
ce * . B
dlsco\tn(’- gﬂrpm Fashions 2. A highly trained sales
« Current s Closcouts - staff that cares about )
. ];Mr;rl?rS' Tria) Runs Hhat you put on your
® frre| OO0T. B
hases
« Special Purc ts N )
+ Hundreds of Remnan 3. Quick, prompt no hassle -1
o Vinyls installation. o

se of our volume
B 'gfxcyai‘rtxg and our national
buying service!

[ 4v I
We set the prices in thelr wonls e pride

other carpet stores can only try to meet! :

£
largest selection o
':::petsg in a single store with

PRICES STARTING AS LOW AS

‘We Welcome contract STORE HOURS: \
and commereial accounts MondayPriday  8:00am to D:00pm Sﬂ?l:: YE{IIL IAE‘X;JI}: qcvg-EDlT
Call: (313) 422-2600 Saturday V00emia b.0bm | MASTER CARD or FLEX

AA,.,“-J—__%L“__..—_.‘. LR

Al .
Ll . . \



