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AIDS cases down in Qakland - but. .. -

By Fhilip A. Gherman !
staff writer

ease Contrel report 94,280 AIDS cas-
es, but caution that 1988 totals are

With 1889 half over, the numbes of
reported cases of AIDS in Oakland
County's is down from a year ago —
but thke county AIDS coordinator
fan't sure that’s good news for a
county that still has the second-high-
st number of cases in the stato,

Dr. Joy Schumacher safd that at a
time when the General Accounting
Offlce [s predicng an unexpected
natlonwide increase in AIDS cases,
Oxkland County has 18 reported cas-
es 8o far this year. For all of 1988,
the county hnd 60 cases,

“I'm skeptlcal because the rate of
increase of new cases bas gone
down,” Schumacher sald, “It looks
llke the rale of Incrense bas leveled
off, but there are a lot of people out
there who don't know they're Infect-
ed”
She also thinks the figures may be
mialending because of the discase’s
long incubation perlod, estimated at
up to 10 years,

OAKLAND COUNTY totals 142

reported AIDS cases, the second-
highest number fer a county In the
atate, according to the June 12 Mich-
igan Department of Public Health
AIDS statistics llst. Although not a
_county, Detrolt has 5)3 reported cas-
es, making it the highest atatewlde.
. Michigan has recorded 1,169 AIDS
eases since record-keeplng began in
1981, making it the 18th state-out of
20 with the highest number of AIDS
cases. Of those 1,169 cases, 673 vie-
tims have dled.’ B

Natlonally, the Centers for Dis-

Center gets
Skillman grant

The Baldwin Avenue Human Ser-
vices Center has recelved a $25,000
grant from the Skillman Foundation
to begin an ambulatory care center
for homeless and low income people
in Pontiac. The center has a regis-
tered nurse on fts staff and is in the
atart-up phase,

When the care center is fully oper-
ational within the next year, it will
offer four basle health care arcas:
baslc health care Informatlon to peo-
ple who elther cannot read or have
very low reading levels; screenings
to detect condltions which might
lead to disease; treatment or refer--
ral for direet medleal care for in-
fected persons; and intervention in
Tamilles where chlldren are at risk if

~ parenys) refuse to take medlcal ac-
tion.
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Of those, there are
54,302 known deaths. New York
teads the country with 22,230 report-
ed cases; Missour{ ranks 20th on the
list with 943,
Of the 142 reported cases In Oak-
land County, 137 are male; 115 are
whito; 24 are black; and three are

In the, 30-39 nge group (59 coses,
which account for 41.5 tof the
total), Schumacher sald, The second-
highest Is the 40-49 age group (35
cases, 25.4 perceat), followed by the
20-29 age group (26 cases, 10.3 per-

cent),

Schumacher s partleularly dls-
turbed by statistica for the last
group, because due to the decade-

Hispanie. ‘'While Sch sald

ske's seen an Increase in the number

of cases among lintravenous drug

,users, she added “homosexuals still

have 70 percent of the cases.”
MOST OF the oouhly cases occur

long period,’it means peo-
ple in that group contracted the dis-

‘It looks like the rate of increase has
leveled off, but there are a lot of
people out there who don’t know

they're infected.’

— Dr. Joy Schumacher

counly AIDS coordinator

.
to contain the epidemie, o conjunc-

ton with the Pontiac Urban League,

is Inltinting a program Schumacher

unofficialiy tagged “Teach and

Bleach.”" r

Witkin the next few wecks,,the
Oakland County Health Department
wil be distributing kits that contain
a bottle of hleach, instructions on
bow to clean needles with bleich,
condoms and the Michigan AID3 hot
llne pumber (1-800-872-AIDS.‘ The

ease while they ]

“They were Infected eatly on. We
need to think of our young people,”
she sajd. “People are sexually ac-
tlve. Parenta don't want to see that,

“We have to stress prevention and
cducation and be peralstent and re-
port the message. I think we have
the opportunity to contaln the epl-

demic” i these measures nr’e ob-
served, Schumacher added.

ONE MOVE the county is making

hot line, by the Wellness
Network, Is open from 9 am.-te 9
pom. dally). .
Residents with questlons also ‘can
contact Schumacher, 858-5476. |
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