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Rollin’ along .

They look like ice skates but have wheels llke roller skates. It's a mar-
tlage of the two that hos produced Rollerblades, the lastest craze In
warm weather recreation, Pat Schutte takes a look at the wheeled wond-
erson Page 6D.
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Don't let the sign foo! you, While it may sound unncighbarly, the residenis of Harsen's
Island are as neighborly as can be.
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The newer homes are more opulent, but along some of the island's ‘shores yod’ll find

houses on stilts, built in the 19208 and '30s.

Lake St. Clair’s curvaceous gem

By Loralno McClish
stafl writor

HE MOST OUTSTANDING
characteristic of Harsens
Island Is its unusual land
mass, A haped

downtown Harsens Island.

There are two country clubs —
known by the resldents as the Old
Country Club and the New Country
Club —~ two churches, an elementary

grade school, a golf course and a raft
of marinas.

San Souel, with its one bar and res-
taurant, [s not too far from the is-
land’s one publle park. Either site of-
fers a superb view of the industrial
boats that sal: the
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Jake swirls withln the 10-by-3-mile
Island giving the land channels,
capals, spits, coves and more is-
lands.

Several houses are built on islands
within the 4 becouse of all
of the land curves, it Is not unusual
for a house to have a water view on
three sldes.

Much of the waterways are lined
with marsh grass, sometimes so
thick tt blocks the view but it pro-
tects the many and varied water
fowl and their nests.

Bring binoculars and your nature
gulde to best appreclate the birds
that live In the marshes, as profuse
as the fish under the waters judging

. by the number of flshermen whoe line

the shores.

From the carliest slgn of spring,
the fIsherman come, some with rod
and reel, some with pole and some
with bow and arrow.

In the fall the sportsman come for
duck hunting. In the winter they
come for ice fishing.

All of the marsh lands — which
means much of the island — are
wildlife sanctuarles owned by the
Department of Natural Resources,

Sans Souci — a village onto ltself

an
Great Lakes and use Harsens Is-
lands’ South Channct.

ENS ISLAND is not listed
with the Michigan Bureau of Tour-
ism. Haresns Istand has no chamber
of commerce. Harsens Istand, about
90 minutes from downtown Detroit,
east on I-94, then east on Route 29
Just thls side of Algonac, ls strictly a
residentlal eommunity with the Jarg-
est homeowners assoclation in Mich-
fgan.

Artle Bryson sald he tried for
years to get a chamber of commerce

4 organized, but il never got off the

und.

“The homeowners assoclatlon
does the job of a chamber of com-
meren, with blke races, fleld days,
that sort of thing for the residents.
‘They (the 1,000 members) just dldn't
they needed anything else,” he

Bryson, born and ralsed on Har-
sens Island, is turning a boat into a

W restaurant, which eannot help but
~ become a landmark for (he island.

Frieghters cruise the island’s
South Channel o3 thoy trav-
erae the Great Lokes during
the shipping season.
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The boat slts next to a small sign
that s the entrance to the Champlon
Auto Ferry.

Pleaso turn to Pago 4

Warp Factor

Southern adventure starts in Ohio

8y Iris Sonderson Jones
cantribuling travol edltor

Q: Everybody ele fs going north
to get away from the Ycat, but we
llke it bot xo we're driving to Sa-
vansal oo our 10-day vacation.
And we're leaving the kids home
with grandma. Help us flnd inter.
esting places to stay. My wilc likes
shopplng and historic bouses. I like
places, trains and wllderness,

V.EEE.,
Farmlogton

A: There arc a couple of obvious
atops for plane lovers on your {irst
duy out..The Nejl A, Armstrong
Alr and Space Muscum, two hours
drlve down I-75 fn Wapakencta,
Ohle, s celehrating the 20th anni-
versary of the moon landing In the
hometown of the astronaut who
sald “One small step for man, oni
glant leap for mankind.” .

The Air Force Museum in Day-
ton, Oho, is a great two-hour stop,
If you haven't seen It before,

It you like hlstortc inns, it's
worth the 10-mlle detour off 1.75
{from Mlddletown to the Golden

oldest Inn in the state. Highlights
include an inn futl of Shaker furni-
ture, guest rooms stralght out of
Greenfleld Village, an old-fash-
foned dinlng room and the most
popular bar In the arca, Jtis a
stralght run from Lebanon into the

!

queen city on the Ohio River. (Cau-
tloi: The Golden Lamb Is very
popular, 5o reserve ahead.)
Cincinattl ls one of my favorite
clties, but shoppers cross the
bridge to Covinngton, Ky., for a
downtown full- of specially and

MICKY JONES

outlet stores, While you're there,
have a mcal on the river at the
Catfish Farm. If you llke really
funky places, ask the tourist bu-
rean If the local ventriloquist mus
seum |s open for visitors, Charley
McCarthy would love it.

WILDERNESS LOVERS
couldn't do better than to stay
overnlght In one of Kentucky's
state park lodges or adjacent cab-
ins. There are several of them
near I-75, Traln lovers should defi-
nitely stay at the Chatancogaa
Choo Choo, a rallway statlon
turned Into a foed-drink-shopplng
center (Trapper's Alley style) in
downtown Chattanooga. The Hll-
ton Hotel rooms are in train cars
on the tracks outside. Expensive,
but worth It for one night.

All these suggested stops are de-
slgned to break up a long trip, but
once you cross the Georgla border
you may want to slow down for
some real sightseelng,

Furnished cottages are avall
able in 23 of Georgla's atata parka.
Fort Mountaln, Red Top Mountain
and Indlans Springs are al clese to

"You seo, Doc, . .I'm the Staten Island falry, but due to

Vihen in Savannah, Ga, be surc to atroll through the r

Lamb in Lebanon, Ohlo. It Is the  riverfront streets of Factors Walk. Picass turn to Page 4
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