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Three bidders — Michael von Steeg, Patrick
and Marllyn Welch and Jerome and Rosa Flum
— expressed Interest in buying the historic
Mark Amold Home in Farmington Hills,

Von Steeg, who was awarded the home with a
$1,600 bld after a 5-2 clty councll vote, i3 the
owner of Waldhelm Woodworks in Farmington
Hills. He has experience in restoring registered
hlstoric homes [n Farmington Hills and Dear-
born a3 well a3 other homes in Oakland County.

Y1t Is m, to occupy the as

The historic Mark Arnold home is on Drake ncar Howard in Farmington Hills.

Historic house lures 3 buyers

® Restore the stone foundation, supporting
timbers and front of the house.

® Connect water, sewer and utllity lines.

® Obtain a certificate of occupancy.

By next winter, he hopes to have restoration
of the exterlor camplete.

PATRICK AND Marllyn Welch proposed a
purchase price of $4,375 and volced their intent
to restore the home both Inslde and out to its
Greek Revival style. They enclosed pictures of
different types of windows and the front door for
Farmington Hills' Historle District Commilssion.

The Welchs planned to have the Arnold house
and ready to occupy in six months.

y Py
so00n as i3 possible and to use the Mark Arnold
Home as my personal resldence in the years to
come," sald von Steeg, who proposed a $1,600
purchase price.

He pegged total cost of repalrs at $90,565; to-
tal city services, $5,105; total materials, $20,320;
and total labor, $65,050.

By December, Von Steeg plans to:

-® Make the entire structure weathertight,

® Regrade land for dralnage.

They proposcd to, in order, restore the founda-
tion walls, replace damaged wood, Install win-
dows and doors, palnt the exterior and regrade
the land.

“I have had 30 years of experience in home
bullding, house moving and refurbishing homes
after moved to'a new site. Three of these homes
are located in Farmington Hllls. [ am a licensed
mechanical contractor and have lived in Farm-
ington Hills for 25 years," Patrick Welch sald.

JEROME FLUM'S credentials include a bach-
elor of arts degree in architecture {rom the Uni-
verslty of Detrolt, The Farmington Hills resi-
dent served an apprenticeshlp under Karl
Gretmel, dean of architecture at Lawrence

leal T
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He has been a supervisor for a modernization
company and was a project manager and Il-
censed bullder for several restorations, iaclud-
Ing projects at Orchestra Hall, the Broadway-

district in De-
trolt, Woodward East, the Wisner Heme in
Pontiac and severa! bulldings in Detroit's Cass
Carridor. '

Rosa Flum has been & display manager for 12
ycars and has been a construction supervisor for
a home improvement company.

The Flums, who proposed a $8,000 purchase
price, targeted letion for this Chk

Home goes
to low bidder
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nold home) will go on the tax rolls In
1880, gald Dean Babb, city axsessor,

‘The counci] on May 8 approved a ~
$31,000 bid by Harry and Cheryl
Wrobel of Farmington Hiils to re-
store Lhe miller’s house.

ACCORDING TO Paul Blizman,
historic district commisslon chair-
man, the Arnold home, which sits on
its origlnal site, Is in a greater state
of dsrepatr than the miller's house.

The sald it

‘1 don’t think that we
can even think about
the money but getting
the house restored the
way it should be.’
— Auth Moehiman
historic district commissioner

{for storm damage repair but not for
a h

ome.

with equal welght the approp:

ness of the restoration plan; interest,
experience and competence of the
bldder; his or her motlvatlon; and the
actual bid price. .

Conslderation was also given to
the bidder's willingness to occupy
the house as a single-famlly dwell-
ing. However Rosa Flum, a vocal
council watcher, questioned the le-
gality of that consideration.

‘The Welchs expressed an Interest
in lving in It; Rosa Flum sald she
would couilder i conditionally If she
could be assured she would be able
10 sel) her presest house on Stockion
for a fair price, said Blirman.

Von Steeg plans to do the work
himself at a total cost of $90,565: to-
tal city services, $5,195; total mate-
rials, $20,320; and total labor,
65,050, He has also applled for an
$8,500 housing rehabilitation loan to
hook vp to water and sewer lines.
“The city wanted $6,000 (to hook up
utilities),” zaid ven Steeg. “I bave
enough for the restoration.”

Von Steeg was a sole bidder in an
carlier bld process March 27, offer-
ing the ety $160, which it turned
down. “If it was $1,000, I think they
would have given it to me,” be said.

‘THE OTHER partles planned to
use subcontractars — an aspect also
considered mportant by the Historl-
cal District Commisslon.

The commission tock ssue with
statements made by Jerome Flum
during a June 27 meeting that he re-
built a home in 21 days from top to
bottom, [ncluding gutting it. Speed is

They proposed to preserve the origloal siding,
remove the picturc window, demolish the one-
story addition, restore the front porch, and in-
stall new handsplit shakes to the roof, among
other improvements.

of the essence in his business, he
z2aid, because people are living out of
the home while repalrs are being
made.

The commission sald that was OK

C clted von
Steeg's craftmanship as evidenced
by cablnetry work completed on the
Eber Durham house, 35835 13 Mile,
owned by Jelf and Sherrie Stewart.
That home has been on the local hls-
torlc home tour.

The commission atso felt removal
of a flreplace, which was added lat-
er, would {ncrease chances of getting |
the home listed on the state reglstry.. »

“Greekx Revival homes did not.
have f{lreplaces, They had wood;3]
burnina stoves ™ sald Rliyman, e

The Welchs proposed to remove it
the Flumg would have kept it and .
von Steeg ls willlng to remove it. -~

“I've been interested un this house
for a long time,” safd von Steeg. “In
regards to your concern about cost
estimates, I have done rooms in ex-
cess of $30,000 if anybody Is Interest.
ed,” he told the council. In figuring
cost estlmates, von Steeg said he
charges $20 an hour.

'VON STEEG sald he is sclf-taught*
and has been in the business about
five years. He has worked on bomes
In Traverse City and Dearborn.

In a letter to the council, dated
July 4, the Flums maintaln that the
commission recommended “the least
experienced bldder, the lowest bid-
der and the least financially compe-
tent bldder (because he has to go for
a low-Interest rehabllitation lozn).”

“I don't think that we can even
think about the money but getting
the house restored the way it should
be,” soid histeric district commis-
sioner Ruth Mochlman. “What we're
looking for s restoration.”

Counciiwoman Jean Fox sald
there are 58 homes in the Farming-
ton Hills Historie District; 22 are In
the listed In the state reglstry.

police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmingtan-area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cascs
reported during the past week:

® COCAINE CHARGE

A 30-year-old Union Lake man is
charged with ing more than
50 grams of cocaine in Farmington
Hills Wednesday, pollce said.

Arraigned Thursday before Dis-
trict Judge Fred Harris of Farming-
ton, Robert Larry Shannon pleaded
{nnocent. Bond was set at $50,000
pending & prellminary exam in 47th
District Court. Shannon faces 5-20
years In prison if convicted.

Shannon was arrested at a pay
phene along 12 Mlle after an under-
cover officer noticed him acting

that were disposed of improperly
may have started the fire, accarding
to a Farmington Hills pollce report.

® THEFTS AEPORTED

Patlo furniture valued at $400 was
reported stolen from a yard on Fox
Chase, Farmington Hills, between
May 15 and July 8.

Tools, flshing cquipment, two
mowers, a 10-speed bicycle anda CB
radlo valued at $16,475 were report-
¢d stolen from a garage on Newell
Circle West, Farmington Hills, July
5-6.

Computer equipment and a copler
valued at $900 were reported stolen
{rom a house on the 20900 block of
Orchard Lake Road, Farmington
Hitls, July 5-9.

pl ly In a nearby
store at 4:50 p.m, Wednesday. Three
" baggles of a white powdery sub-
stance were found in his posscssion.
The substance fleld-tested positive
as cocaine, according to a Farming-
ton Hills police report. .

® NURSING HOME FIRE

About 25 residents were moved as
a precaution, but no one was hurt
when a plastic trash can caught flre
in the basement cafeterla at the
Farmington Nursing Home, 30405
Folsom, July 8.

Light smoke [iiled the basement
shortly alter 9 p.m. Damage was es-
timated at $25. Smoking materials

A and a val-
ued at $700 were reported stolen
from a shed on the 25200 block of
Inkster, Farmington Hills, July 7.

An AM/FM/cassette radio and a
color TV valued at $875 were report-
ed stolen from a house on the 30800
block of 11 Mile, Farmington Hills,
July 7.

Two color TVa and two VCRS val-
ued at $1,050 were reported stolen
from a house on the 33200 block of
11 Mile, Farmington Hlils, July 7.

A minlature flag collectlon valued
at $2,000 was reported stolen from a
house on Bridgeman, Farmington
Hlils, Juty 7.

A 1989 Jeep Cherokee valued at
$26,000 was reported stolen from
outside McFrock's, 27820 12 Mile,
Farmington Hills, July 7. It was re-
covered in Detroit; the tires, and ra-
dio were missing.

A 1988 Jecp Cherokee valued at
$14,000 was reported stolen from Di-
amond Forest Apartments, Farm-
ingten Hills, July 7-8. It was recov.
ered in Detrojt; the tires and battery
were mlssing.

A 1988'Ford Mustang valued at
$17,325 was reported stolen from
Greenhill Apartments, Farmington
HIlls, July 8, It was recovered miss.
ing in Detrolt; the tires and battery
were missing.

A cotor TV, twe VCRs and a movie
camera valued at $1,250 were re-
ported stolen from a house on the
20700 block of Cass, Farmington
Hills, July 9-10.

An electric gultar valued at $260
was reported stolen {from a garage
on Castlereigh, Farmington Hills,
July 10-11.

Two chandellers valued at $475
were reported stolen from a house
under construction Copper Creek
Lane, Farmington Hills, July 12.
Twelve. thermopane windows were
smashed in the break-in.

Jewelry and two bricfcases valued
at $2,990 were reported stolen from
an apartment on Partridge Lane at
Hunters Ridge Apartments, Farm-
ington Hills, July 13.

* NOW IN PROGRESS

Hurry in for the best selections of s'prlng and summer’ apparel
during our storewlde clearance for men, women, children.

Pet show winners named

¢ Desi and sp * Dresses, sportswear, sul
There were 57 entries In the 1989 ® Midrelle Lambdin and shitzy  Sever and cockapoo Taffy. bridal, maternities » Handb and ol:;” PO . 13,
m.s?&‘l:md’pffl RI; 'lrxmgge Nkl ! Best Tralned Pet ~ * Lingerie » Women's and Miss J Shoes
show was sponsored by Pets 'N’ Par.  Largest Pet With Smallest Owner — ® Mclanic Rock and standard = Fine Jowelry * Manswear, men's shoos ¢ Children's apparel,
poodle Jake shoes, accessorles » Toys * Miss J and Mr.  opparc)

ticulars and Plaza Veterinary Hospl-
tal, Farmiogton.  * .

Trophles were awarded (o the
first-, second- and third-place
winners [n each category.

Oldesi Pet —
® Matthew Mikel and mutt

B &
® Jullet Petrus and slamese Con-

fuslous
©® Elizabeth McConaghlo and
cockapoo Buttons.

Most Articulate —
® Michael Kharsa and beagle

Kasey -
© Emlly Zanott! and pomeranlan
Lisha .

® Mary Brenet and great dane
Cuddles

® Susan Glavannint and golden
retriever Sam.
Best Presentation of a Caged Pet —

@ Robert Crisp and ringed neck
doves King Tut, Francis and family

& Denlse Lauhof! and guinea pig
Charley

@ Marisa Koczara and gerbil
Midnight,

3
Best Dresscd Pet and Owner —
- @ Natalie Rock and standard poo-
dle Jake

® Lisa Linna and boxer Roxy

© T.J. Bohnke and soft coated
wheaten terrier Bo and Mellasas

@ Marlanne Herak and toy poodle
Dolly
o Derek Hodglns and golden re-
trlever Runway.

Pet With Wagglest Tall —

® Lant Beth Koczara and cocka-
poo Raistn

© Lauren Turner and wire fox
terrier Scruffies

& Sarah Rauch and black lab mix
Pepper
Most Unusual Pet —

® Courtney Blachford and
chameleon Bob
ml. Timothy Latimer and frog Ker-

R

© Rebeoea Mau and brown houss
splder Quick.

* Linens « Home firnishingn « Accessorles for the homo : .t

While Quantities Last.

Jacobson's
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1ge, VISAT e a Expross® -
Shop untll 0 pm. on Thursday and Friday. Untit 6 p.m. on Monday, Tueadsy, Wadnesday and Scturday,

Cha




