! By Philip A. 8horman

passed, but amother resolution re-
alaf! writor

questing an addltlonal $251,000 for
the courthouse pre-design dldn't
A resolution for $50,000 to fund’ even make it onto the agenda durlng
: Oakland County's grand jury was Thursday's mecting of the Oakland

County Board of Commissioncrs
finance committee,

County prosccutor ' Richard
Thompson asked the commiitee to
pass his budget resolution for the 17-

Area superintendents aren’t
counting money from ruling

By Phillp A, Shorman
staff writer

At least four area school superin-
tendents expect an appeal of the re-
cent Michigan Court o1 Appeals rul-
ing that would turn over $360 milllon
to local achool districts,

The rullng stems from a suit flled
by Oakland County that challenged
the constitutionality of a 1980 law
that reclassified some state spending
tules in apparent contradiction to
the Headlee amendment, passed in
1978,

Headlee requlred the state to re-
turn 41.6 percent of the tax mency it
collects to local schools and govern-
ments, The suit was flled because
the 1980 law sald money for mental
health and schools already was fold-
cd Into the 41.8 percent returned,

THE APPEALS COURT ruled the

money was not in that 41,6 percent,
and in fact the state fllegally had
withheld the funds from local ‘gov-
crnments.

“I think that’s a very appropriate
declslon,” sald Roger Garvellnk, Bi
mingham schools superintendent. “1
thought il along the state had ml-
sinterpreted Headlee."

Garvellnk expeets the ruling to be
appealed by the state, however.
“That means we're several years
away from resolution on this,” he

.added.

John Schultz, Rochester schools
superintendent, agreed. "1 would be
surprised If It were not appealed,
We're tatking about a large amount
of money that we've been pursuing
for a long time,” he safd.

“Ivs an cxample of low lucai
schools are suffering because of the
lack of state support,” sald David
Spencer, superintendent of Troy

schools, “But I would be surprised If
it tso’t appealed. I happen to agree
with the declslon the court made.”

Michael Flanagan, Interim super-
intendent for Farmington schools,
said “it seems llke everything relat-
ed to that, from day one, has not
worked out in our favor,” when
asked if he thought the state would
appeal.

“WE'RE DELIGHTED with an)
interpretation that's going to get thie
back within the spirit of the Headlee
amendment,” Flanagan added.

¢  State budget director Shelby Solo-
mon sald last weck he doesn’t know
where the state would get the money
to return to local governments, He
did suy, ho v, that sven U o

state dida’t appeal, the money prob-

ably would not come from new tax-

€s.

New county snow trucks on order

The Oakland County Board of

- Road Commissioners has authorized
the purchase of 21 new trucks for

. servicing county roads thls coming
winter.
The commissien, chalred by Rich-

S e

ard Vogt, estimates ‘the cost of the
trucks at $1.6 miillon, The winter
cquipment on the trucks will be re-
movable 50 they can be used for
summer road maintenance.

‘The county has 1,400 milles of

paved roads and 1,000 miles of gra-
vel roads to maintaln, When I-896
opens later this year, the il

member citizen's grand jury, which
will begin Sept. 1. He was colident
his resolution would be accepted by
the committée and passed July 20 by
the full board because it already had
been through the public services
committee and has “widespread sup-
rt from the commuaity,” the sher.
11t and the Ozkland County Chamber
of Comymerce, ' -
Tusmpssa's feadlog reguast had to
go through the committee because
seating a grand jury is not a pleaned,
and therefore not a budgeted, item.

“THE JURY was pot on my budg-
et when it (budget) was approved.
It's an extraordlnary part of the
criminal justice system that can
only be called into existence by the
court,” Thompson sald,

Since the county has pot seated a
grand § since 1972, Thompson

ury

sald his offlce used flgures from a
Macomb County grand jury as the
baals fpr its request. That jury, seat-
ed from January through September
1986, cost $30,840.
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Grand jury gets funds; courthouse plan held

As proposed, thie Oakland County
grand jury line items tnclude: -
® $7,956 for juror’s fees and mile-

-
b

authorized an additional $251,150 for |

Minoru Yamasaki Assoclates for the '+

company'a work on the courthouse

pre-design.
C

e

® $7,000 for ser-
vices.

® $2,860 for reporter and stenog-
rapher services,

® $10,400 for transeripts on

Lawrence Pernick,
D-Southfield, objected to Caddell's
attempt to add the Item, saying he
bad just been made aware of
Yamasaki’s request and needed to

T, 124000 Bartieyoblon St 0,74 W7

sion says it will nced a total of 131
trucks for 93 salt runs.
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study the resolutlon. Paperwork on

appeals.
@ £1,170 for witness fees and  the reenlution was handed out at the |

mileage.

© §$15,000 for spectal prosecuting
attorneys,
© $5,014 for building space and
cost allocation:

‘Thompson added he will seek addi-
tlonal fundlog if the grand jury runs
Jonger than slx months,

the audlence, rcady to make a pres-’ 77
centation.
Pernick was jolned by several
other commissloners who were wary
of authorizing that much money on
such brief notlee. The resolution was
_kept off the agenda and not dis-
AT THE OPENING of the meet- ~ cussed, pending study by the com-
Ing, chairman G. William Caddelf, R mittee.
Walled Lake, asked the committee te
amend the agenda and add a resolu-
tlon that, i approved, would have

A contract previously was award- |
ed for $218,240 to Yamasaki for the '
courthouse master plan.
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