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Parks

Playgrounds that lure
the kid that’s in all of us

3 the kid In all of us,
Visiting a park or play-
ground is an enfoyable
way te spend part or all of a day.
What follows Is a summary of popu-
lar playgrounds and parks close to
home. Perhaps you'd llke to take
same time to explore the metropoli-
tan arca’s all-ime favorite play-
grounds.

You don't have to be a kld to play
in the parks In Farmington and
Farmington Hllls.

Farmington City Park, Shiawas-
see at Power, is made up of 18 acres
along the Upper Middle Rouge Riv-
er. In addition to baseball diamonds,
the park offers two play areas with
swings and slldes and an 860-square-
foot covered plenie shelter.

Spotts fans can take advantage of
the two soccer fields and two base-
ball dlamonds In Ploncer Park, on
westbound Farmington Road, north
of 13 Mile, Farmington Hills, The 15-
acre athletic park also offers a ple-
nlc area for players.

The two bascball flelds, named In
memory of clvle activists Sandy
Friedman and Jim Ellls, double as
additlonal soccer flelds in the fall.
Although many leagues use the facil-
ity, it's open to cveryone. As with all
of the arca’s parks, Pioncer is open
from dawn to dusk,

FAMILY-ORIENTED PRO-
GRAMS are offered durlng late sum-
mer and carly fall In Herltage Park
on the grounds of the Eleanor Splcer
estate, on west Farmington Road,
:{cj;rum 10 and 11 Mlle, Farmington

S,

Splcer's arts-and-crafts-style
house was bullt in the 1920s and has
been deslgnated a historle residence,
Deslgned by architect Marcus Bur-
rowes, it will reopen as a visitors'
center in late fall,

Scattered across the 211-acre cs-
tate arc play and plenle arcas, as
well as 3.3 miles of nature Lradls,

Nature classes are canducted 10
am. to noon the third Saturday of
each month the year.

ARKS SEEM TO bring out f£

3 Yo i
Thisties bloom along the Riv-
er Trall in Herltage Park.

{ield's Bloomer Park, on Richardson
just east of Haggerty, will host a day
of “'Puppets in the Park” Tuesday,
Aug. 15. Showtime is 1 p.m. and the
rain date is the same time, Thurs-
day, Aug. 17,

The West Bloomfleld Cammunity
Sports Park, on Keith north of Com-
merce, has a small, sand-based chll-
dren's play area with a wooden play
structure that holds tunnels, a chain
ladder and a winding slide, The park
also has several ball diamonds, a
concesslon stand and soccer flel

Bloomfield Knolls, on Henbert
north of Greer, and Sylvan Manor
Park on Woodrow Wiison south of
Orchard Lake, offer pleasant nelgh-
borhood getaways with play equip-
ment geared toward pregchool- aged
children.

In Southfield

The star of great playgrounds in
is

Classes are open to everyone of at
least elementary school age. As with
all of the park’s organlzed activities,
there s a fee, For detalls, call the
Farmington Hills Parks and Recre-
atlon Department, 473-9570,

People who aren't residents of
Farmington or Farmington Hills
will be charged an additional fec.

Children ages 5-8 can bring thelr
teddy bears to breakfast 9-10;30 a.m.
Saturday, Aug. 5 The same age
group can attend a back-to-school
breakfast 9-10:30 a.m, Saturday,
Sept. 9. Call for reservations.

It’s tea time for glrls ages 4-7 Sat-
urday, Aug. 12, They're encouraged
to dress In the best of mom's or
grandmother’s cast-off clothes.

From mid-September through Oc-
tober, hayrides will be offered
through the trails at Heritage Park,

In West Bloomfield

Although it contains no play-
ground cquipment, West Bloom-

Park, a rela-
Uvely new facllity on 12 Mile.be-
tween Lahser and Evergreen.

Southfleld Is also the home of
Beechwoods Center, which has wood
play structures and excellent climb-
Ing areas for chlldren. Lahser Woods
Parks has a nature center that's pop-
ular with vislters. John Grace Com-
munity Center is a new playground
l:glmly that's also a popular place to
visit.

In Livonia

Livonla has 57 developed and un-
developed park sltes within its
boundaries, not to mention a portlon
of Hines Park that includes New-
burgh Lake, It's one of its earllest
:cvclopcd parks that bring in chil-

ren.

For the younger set, there are the
standard swings and slides, plus such
play toys as the climbing ralls and
merry-go-round. ! .

While it doesn't have permanent
resirooms, parents will be glad to
know that there are portable tollets
at the park. More permanent facili-
Ues are across the street at Ford
Ficld, slte of bascball diamonds and
the Eddle Edgar Ice Arena,

For Information, call 261-2260.

Plymouth-Canton

Parks large, small and In-between
dot the area, glving fun-seckers plen-
ty of places to go. The ever-popular

ybury State Park is also nearby,
west of Northville on Eight Mile,

Griffin Park can be reached from
Canton Center Road or Sheldon in
Canton. The park §s north of Cherry
HIil although there's no access for
cars on Cherry Hill,

Griffin Park includes playground
areas, a picnde pavillon, baseball dia-
monds, softball ficlds, volleyball
court, tennis couris and baskctball
courts.

Plymouth Township Park is on
Ann Arbor Trall at McClumpba in
Plymouth Township. It includes pic-
nic pavillons, a playground area and
baseball diamonds, In the winter
mnr):y children go sledding in the
park.

Sculptor Peter Rockwell came to
Plymouth in 1986 to ercate a whim-
slcal play sculpture In Plymouth
Township Park, which is near the
park's playground area.

Downtown Plymouth is home to
Kellogg Park, at Ann Arber Trall
and Main, The park is the site of
Plymouth Fall Festlval and
sumumertime concerts presented by

“the Plymodth Commuaity Band and

the Plymouth Community Aris
Council.

In Westland

The city of Westland hos 17 clty
parks and the always-popular Hines
Park, which winds through the
northern portion of the community.
The hidden jewel when It comes to
entertalning youngsters, however, s
Tattan Park, on Carlson just south of
Ford Rozd.

It's Uterally a children’s park,
with a merry-go-round, rocking hors-
s, Tot Town and & seven-house play
arca, Developed in the late 1970s,
the park has & rustic appearance
with split-rall fencing to set It off
from its 110-ncre neighbor, Central
City Park. It also has a pavillon that
is used for many of the city’s parks
and recreation department summer
programs.

It's a short walk over a wooden
bridge to Central City Park and its
tennls courts, a baseball diamond, a
physical fitness trall with exercise
stations, and a smal! loke where
small fry have been known to catch
one or two [ish. The lake also at-
tracts wild ducks and Canada geese,
nelther of which opposc free hand-
outs from park visltors,

H it's hot outside, a sesslon of open

Horitage Park, the nwml of Fa
alnce Ita opening.

swimming at the Balley Recreatlon
Center's outdoor pool can provide a
cool-off to end the excurslon.

For Information, call 722-7620.

In Garden City

Garden City has nlne parks, in ad-
dltion to the county’s meandering
Hines Park. City Park, on the north-
east corner of Merriman and Cherry
HIY, Is the best bet for spending a
day communlng with nature or just
having fun,

Youngsters can enjoy playing on
the playground, stocked with swings,
a jungle gym, slide and merry-go-
round. Chlldren can then cool off
over lunch in the picalc grove or at
the pavillon. The picnle area comes
complete with grills, a good invita-
tlon to an afternoon or evenlng bar-
becue, ¢

There are also always-important
restrooms, ball dinmonds and horse-
shoe pits, not to mentlon swimming
and wadlng - pools. Th

Statf photos by Randy Borst

open swimming 1-3:45 p.m. and 5:30-
8:15 p.m.
For information, call 525-8846.

Redford Township

Redford Tawnshlp has three ma-
jor parks, numecrous small recre-
atlon arcas set up for ballplaying
and two Wayne County parks — Lola
Valley and Bell Creek,

The standout when it comes to en-
tertaining  youngsters is Capltol
Park, a hldden park in terms of find-
ing It. Capitol Park is at Capitol and
Hemlngway, between [-98 and Plym-
outh Road. To get there, it's best to
take Beech Daly south to Capitol,
head west on Capitol and keep driv-
ing to the park.

The sprawling park offers one of
the best baseball diamonds in the
arez, accordlng to township parks
and recreation staffers. It offers six
tennis courts for budding Chris
Everts, a concesslon stand and &
children’s play area for the swings-
and-slides set.

For information, call §37-2727,

Birmingham
-Bloomfield

The ~Blrmingham-Bloomfields
can't competo with the likes of
Southfleld. But they do hold their

.share of scenlc parks with plenle

arcas, some with cnough play equip-
ment to keep the little ones occupled
for an hour or two.

Beverly Hills Villoge Park on Bev-
erly between Evergreen and South.

. lield boasts the largest array of play

§3° cquipment. With a large pavillon ad-

Jacent to the play area, It could
make a pleasant family picnlc site.
The playground has swings (for (n-
fants as well as the older children), a
large sandbox, monkey bars, jungle
gyms, slides, a merry-go-round and

wooden play
that hold alides, tunnels and many
other features to keep chlldren ex-
ploting. .
Beverly Hllls Park also boasts a
ball court, tennls

: sand-covered voll
» courts and baseball dlamonds,

IN BIRMINGHAM, Shaln Park of-
{fers a play area for children as well

Pembrook Park between Bucking-
ham and Windemere has a large
open play area as well as playground
cquipment, . 1

1f your children enjoy feeding th H
ducks, Blemingham’s Quarton Lake '
Park, north of Maple between Lake- ¢
side and Lake Park, s a good bet s
well as a nice place for a picaie,  ~

In Troy

Troy has 14 nelghborhood parks. . !
Boulan Park, Jaycee Park and Raip- |
tree Park are three of the most pop-
ular, i
All three have open air plenje |
shelters, which may be reserved for ¢
$20. Reservations must be made In ¢
person at the Parks and Recreation
office In the Troy Community Ceg- |
ter, 520 W, Big Beaver, Of the grobp «
using the shelter, at least 75 percest [
must be Troy residents or employed
full tme in Troy. .

Also popular is Troy's outdoor o~ |
ture preserve, the Lloyd S. Stage :
Outdoor Education Center. For ip-
formatlon, call 524.3484. ‘

- |

a3 the atmosphere of the clty’s down- 1
e | |
!

.

Facllities at the 63-acre Bould
Park Include three ball diamond
cight tennis courts, three full-sli
soceer flelds, two sand volleybd
courts, two picnlc shelters, pl
structures and various play equl;
ment. The park entrance Is ol
Crooks, south of Wattles. ¢

Jaycee Park's 45 acres Includé a |
sand volleyball court, picaie heltdy, *
two ball dinmonds, two soccer flelds
and two play structures. -

The 4lacre wooded Raintree
Park Includes a nine-hole dise golf
course, & ball diamond, soccer fleld, |
play structure and picnlc shelter, . - :

‘The Lloyd 8. Stage Outdoor Edi-
catlon Center, a 100-acre nature pr-
serve, three miles of nature !
trails, meadows, forests and .
streams. There is an (nterpretife |
center with classrooms, exhibits and |
a bookatore. .

There I3 free admission to the cen- ©
ter, which s open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30,;
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, end ¢
noon to 8 p.n. Sunday in the-sugh; «
mer. RS .
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