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Altention usera of erochet hooks,
knltting needles and rug hooks — it
appears that counted cross atitch is

" qulckly becoming the “in” hobby ac-
cording to a couple of local buslness
owners.

“Belleve it or not counted cross
stitch Is one of the casleat hobbies to
learn,” sald Kathie Marklewicz, co-
owner of The Recking Horse Designs
in Cross Stitch at 33245 Grand River,
*“Not only s it relaxing, but the final
product Is something that can be
cherished forever whether it's in a
pillow or framed form.”

In buslness now for three years,
Marklewicz and co-owner Sara
Beckman, sald it all started one
morning when they were sllllng
around the kitchen, “thinking of
what to do, now that the kids went
back to school.” Both women were
avid eross stitchers.

The two women explained that
they quickly became friends because
their children were .In the same
class,

«“It’s funny because this whole
thing started out as a hobby,” sald
Markiewlez. “I just happened to
mention that one of my dreams was
to open a store ltke this.”

“I sald, 'boy that's always been
one of my dreams (00,” said Beck-
man, “After we established that we
went directly to our husbands. They
sald to Investigate It, hoping to shut
us up.”

In September they began
researching and miraculously
opened three months later In down-
town Farmington in the back of the
former* Pellcan Sweater Store.

““WE DID IT really quick because
we stumbled upon the space and we
couldn't give It up,” said Beckman.
“It was a wonderful location,”

Ironically the original npace
where they first started their busl
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The Rocking Horse

Business triples in 3 years merchandlsmg easy-to-do hobby

ness now houses an grea where cus-
tom framing is completed.

“We started with only 800 square
feet,” sald Beckman. “In February
we took over the entire shop, tripling
our selling space, because the wom-
an who owned the Pelican wanted to
retire so It was convenient for us to
take the entlre store — we were run-
ning out of space before.”

“'We knew that the city was trylng
to get more people to come to the
downtown area to set up shop,” kald
Beckman, “We've always loved the
location and dectded that we wanted
to stay put instead of going into a
strip mall.”

The Rocking Horse sells all the
supplles and paraphernalla needed
to produce a quality counted cross
stiteh plece of work, They also pro-
vide custom framing for flnished
canvases.

Necdlepolnt, embroidery, crochet-
Ing and counted cross stitch. How in
the worid do you choose and what's
the difference between all of them?

“Needlepolnt is done on a canvas,
where cross stitch is done on fabric,”
explained = Beckman. “*Most
needlepoint canvases are already
painted on and ail you have to do is
{ollow the colored pleture with
needlepoint thread.”

“In cross stitch all you do is follow
a pattern out of a book. The pattern
will tell you which color threads to
use for which squares, and then you
do that many squares in that color
on that materia)," sald Marklewlez,

“UNFORTUNATELY most peo-
ple think that it's really complicated,
bul in reality it's very simple.”

“Yes, the holes are a lot smaller
on the fabrics than In needlepoint,
tut if you have good eyslghl you
shouldn't have any problems,” she
sald, “Sara has even taught 7.year-
old Brownles.”

“Plus, there are a lot of dlfferent
counts of fabric, (the number of

- stitches your golng to have in an

Doctor wins 4 awards

When Dr. Kimberly Garver Lewls

. graduated from the Univeslty of

Michlgan Medical School this spring

:LIQ was given four awards during
]

outstanding performance in radiolo-

gY-
She won the Hewlett-Packard
Award, which is given to the top five

The Farmington Hills resident
won he Janet M. Glasgow \!emorlnl

who have excelled aca-
demically thmughou( the four years
of their medlcal education,

uwls is a graduate of North

Co-ownera Sara Beckman and Kathie Mar

Inch), so anybody can do thls hobby,”
Beckman said.

There are basically three types of
fabrics; biggest, normal, and flnest.
There Is anywhere from 8 to 35
stitches on a glven pattern, and you
can buy & varfety of dlfferent col-
ored fabrics to work on. Again unlike
needlepolnt where there a few hun-
dred different types of stitch, there
is only one counted cross stitch — an

X.

The women agreed that counted
cross stitch I3 less expenslve than
needlepoint.

“It's easier to frame, flnish off and
compared to a bulky needlepoint
canvas, cross stitch is a lot more
portable,” said Markiewicz. “Yon
also have more {reedom with crosy
stitch. You can take a pattern and
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custemize n.just by changing the ecol-
or of the fabric.

Costs range between $8 and $10
for starting out with a small pattern.
‘This would Include books, fabric, and
floss,

TWO PEOPLE can do the same
pattern, but rarely are they golng to
look the same.

Beckman said the nlce thing about
counted cross stitch {s the fact that
when completed, you can do Just
about anything with it. “Frame it,
make It Into a pillow, put it oo a
sweatshirt, bell poles, towsls, af-
ghans, baby elothes, you name it.

“The average person who visits us
Is between 35-40 and is a woman, but
we do have a lot of men. Mcn do
much more Intricate work, because
their more detall oriented. They lke

d area of the R

it because it's relaxing,” Beckman
sald. “We bave both working and
non-working women. We don't have
Just housewives."

For those who are just starting
out, the Rocking Horse affers a vari-
ety of closses throughout the year.

The women said what has made
them successful in thelr business 1s
the fact that “‘we treat our custom-
ers and our business the same way
we would want to be treated when
we walk into a store.

“We try to offer those things that
we would want to buy,” sald Beek-

man,

In the beglnning they said they had
difficulty starting the business be-
cause they were women. “Maoy of
the people we encountered looked at
us just as two bousewives who were

ing Horee, in

Far

looking for something to do,” nl&"
Markiewicz. “We were lucky be”
cause we were successful from the
minute we opened. We even shocked
our busbands, we were {n the black
the first year.' »

They agreed that thelr sales h.we
Increased 30 percent.

“We weant into this knowing it was
golog to be a serlous venture, This s,
hard work and If anyone s th!uhlnn‘,
of golng into business especlally a.,.
woman, we knowing yﬂur
market, having enough money and a.
s pporuve thly behind you. >

“Qwuing ant ting = bosi: m
Is something f.hat you don't forgets
about ooce ihe clock xtrlk.u five
o'clock,” sal t's dlffi-

Beckman, “Ti
cult no doubt, but we woalda't be,
dolng anything clse.”
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