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orge uncorks humor in

MANY OF Borge'a routines are
well prepared In advance, to be sure.

By Avigdor Zaromp
spocial wrlter

Hellt" by Borge), led by guest con-
ductor Ernie Jones,

. The world of entertalnment s re-
plete with comedlens with an fm-
preasive sense of humor. Those who
also have o strong background in
classleal music are extremely rare.
The two domalns seldom meet. An
tnusual example of this awesome
comblnation is Victor Borge, whose
suecessful career apans half a centu-

ry.
' Hls appearance at Meadow Brook
last Friday provided onc of the few
peaks in terms of the audience slze
and accommodating weather. At 83,
Borge Is still going strong on stage,
radlating a sense of youthful mls-
chic! when the opportunity arises.
He was an Insplration to the audi-
ence as well as lo the Pontiac-Oak-
land Symphony, which responded
with better than usval quallly of
sound and artistic involvement.
Among the “astralght” sclections
were a Slavle dance by Dvorak, led
by the symphony's permanent con-
ductor, Douglas Blanchl, and an ex-
cerpt from Rossinl's “William Tell”
Overture (renamed “William — to

‘THE DIFFICULTY of playing mu-
slc “stralght” was demonstrated by
Borge, wken he attempted to bal-
ance himself while lylng stralght on
the narrow pianc.stool, For most
part, his keen wit would emerge
from the natural texture of the mu-
sle, while atill profoundly integrated
with It

Thus, he s capable of sncaking
strains of “Happy Birthday” Into
musle by Mozart, Wagner, Chopin
and Rachmaninoff, among others. It
Is more subtle than a simple stylistic
imitation = it creeps up on the lis-
tener before one reallzes I, fre-
quently sensing ts presence only af-
ter it's over.

One of Borge's talents is his skill
in comblning muslcal and lUngulstic
twists. Chopin's E flat major Nec-
turne, for example, becomes a
“Knockout Turn” when the “Birth-
day" tune mysteriously springs from
its reflned phrascs, then comes back
to rest amid its lines with astoundlng
equantmity,
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This was evident from scveral jokes
that I heard In his performance in
Windsor last year. But he is equally
capable of reacung spontaneously to
unscheduled events

When a loud alrp].nne nolse intrud-
ed during one of his routines, the
stralns of the Alr Force hymn were
suddenly In the act as if prepared in
advance. His humorous refcrences
and mock chiding remarks toward
late arrlvals and those moving be-
twecn the rows seem good natured
and entertalning to the rest of the
audience, but ‘are bound to make
those who engage In such conduct
fecl self-consclous ~ and perhaps
reform their habits.

Playing “straight” could be, in.
deed, rather difficult, using Borge's
Interpretation or um “stralght”
meaning of it. However, Borge {s a
planist with a most refloed toueh, as
manlfested by his “stralght” selec-

fine art

tions. This was evident In apite of
some shortcuts In the third move-
ment of Rachmanlnoff’s Sccond Pi-
ano Concerto, in which he avolded
same of the technically more chal-
lenging passages.
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Clarinetist to perform

with Detroit Symphony

Virtuoso clarinetist Richard
Stottzman performs Car] Maris von
Weber’s Clarinet Concerto No. 2 with
the Detrolt Symphony Orchestra at
the Meadow Brook Music Festival at
8 p.m. Thursday and Sunday, at the
Baldwin Pavllmn on the campus of
Oakland Unlversity.

awarded the Avery Fister Prize,
Joining such other eminent recipi-
ents as Murray Perahia and Yo-Yo
Ma.

As a fazz performer he has been
heard around the world, Including
three Carnegle Hall concerts with
Woody Herman's Thundering Herd.

Under the direction of Music Dl-
rector Gunther Herblg the Orchestra
will nlso perform Mozart's Overture
to “Don Glovanni” and Dvorak's

Stoltzman ia known tor hia interest
In new music and bas hod many new
clarinet works composed for him. An
excluslve RCA recording artist, his
albums number over twenty and in-

notf’s populnr Pn:[ude In C sharp mi-
nor, an old Vicnna waltz by Gertner
and “Clalre de Lune” by Debussy —
underscored his refined tone and ar-
tistlc touch,

FOLLOWING THE printed pro-
gram, Borge thrilled the audh:ncc

ymphony No. 8,

Stoltzman has performed as so-
loist with more than 100 orchestras,
as a recitalist and chamber music
performer, and 23 a jazz artlst. A 10-
year particlpant at the Mariboro
Musle Festival, he performed nu-
merous chamber musie concerte
with other festival participants and

clude both classical and crossover
releases,

Many consider Dvorak's Elghth .
Sympheny to be his finest. Composcd
in the idyHic setting of his new coun-
try home, the work was no doubt in-
spired by the beautiful Czech coun-
tryside. Dvorak thought highly of

with “Phonetic P ne

of his faverite routines. In whleh
marks are

Into amusing sequences of micro-

phonle sound effects,

Humorists have proved repeatedly
that humor could be an art. Victor
Borge goes several steps further, He
can convincingly demonstrate that
art could be humorous — and stil)
remaln an art.

iof cqual value

BUY 1 I)INNI'II AT REGULAR
PRICE AND GET 1 DINNER
AT V2 PRICE

imit 1 lu Coumn- i00d Mon. thru Saf

Mon. thra Frl, ;
OW:‘I‘HOA; + LIVONIA » 422.0770

MITCH HOUSEY'S IN LIVONIA
iVE ENTERTAINMENT

1or your Danclng and Listening Pleasure
The Finest In Livonin

AUGUST SUPER
DINNER SPECIALS From *7.95
10 Items
Broited Center Cut Pork Chops (11b.)
Boneless Breast of Chicken
Roadhouse Style Frog Legs

All Dinnera Include Soup,
Hot Bread, Baked Potato

PRIME RIB Te Our Spacialty
R

Salad,

Serve

Foat: uﬂng

thls work, which he conducted on
many occasions; he chose [t, along
with hle “Stabat mater,” to be {
tured works for his visit to Cam-
bridge Unlversity in 1891, where he
was awarded an honorary Doctor of
Musle Degree.
For tickets, call 377-2010.

became a founding
memher of the noted  enscmble

O’l‘llEﬂ CAREER highlights in-
clude performing the first clarinet

recitals ever given at both the Holly-
wood Bowl and Carncgle Hall, and

becoming the first wind player to be
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invented Baby No-Mash to

{| prevent doors from closing
1 on little fingers.

1 : Bet he saw how things

| were done, and imagined

| better ways to do them.

1 Like Lillian Lukas who

| invented the Puddle

‘ Detectmg Cane for the blind. program.

Bet he looked at problems  Bet he watched how
4and saw solutions. Like things work and thought of
Maurice Scales who ways to avoid wasting time

or effort. Like Caitilin
McCracken who invented

the Orphan Kitten Feeder

+

for Three.
Maurice, Lillian and
" Caitilin were three of the
thousands of winners in the
Invent America! educatjon

And you know that small
genius can grow up to
become big genius—with ~ what Edison would have

the capacity to make
America number one again.  Invent America!

To participate, just write
Invent America!, 510 King before—our country needs

Street, Suite 420,

Alexandria, VA 22314, or

call 703/684-1836.
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If you're wondering if it’s
all worthwhile, just imagine

said. ‘

For now-—as never

an inventive spark.
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