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Of all the fasclnating stories of the

Sgivil War, none is mere Intriguing

F_&hnn that of a2 Michlgan woman who,
disgulsed as a man, went off to war,

+ The llfe of Mrs. Linus H. Seelyc,

\Hee Sarah Emma Edmonds, allas

* ¢Franklln Thompson, was one of ad~

venture, excltement and narrow es-
\.€apes. For two years, she concealed
#Her true sex and her true identity
~whlle fighting at Bull Run, Chick-
7ahominy Swamp, Fair Qaks and
Emnlvcm HiL

N
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> obituaries

FRANK GOSSETT

-2 .
%

| Mr. Gossett, 56, of Perry, Mlch.,
Hformerly of Farmi X uly
[ 4 in Lansing General Hospital.

|4 Mr. Gossett was a machinlst In the
Industry.

/¢ Survivors Inclide his wife, Marle;
sons, Jed and Dwayne; daughters,
Peanna James, Sharyn George and
ATerrl Munra; mother, Clara Gossett;
brother, Leemott; slsters, Vera Har-
¢ison and Darothy Hess; three grand-

{ Services were July 18 at the Hee-
Funeral Home, Farm-

¥
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s nilnn. with the Rev. Willlam Frayer
Burjal was in Oakland

Aills Cemetery, Novl.
Memorlals may be made to the

Cancer Soclety.
GRACE NEWSTED

Mrs. Newsted, 87, of Novl dled
WJuly 15 in White Hall Nursing Home. -
Mrs. Newsted was a homemaker.
Survlvors include her son, Bruce; a
udaughter, Dorothy; slsters, Florence
yand Ellnor; five grandehildren and
three great-grandchildren.

&ervices were July 17 at the Ted

Tt et

C.+ Sullivan Funeral Home, Novi.

drial was in Glen Eden Cemetery,
Livonia.

Memorlals may be made to the
Firmington Hills Grove Chapel,
23233 Drake Road, Farmington Hlils
48024,

JAMES R, CHAMBERS

Mr. Chambers, 75, of Westland,
formerly of Farmington, dled July
17 in Harper Hospltal.

Born in Indianapolls, Ind., Mr.
Chambers was a salesman for Mcad
hoot Supplles, He was a member

: of the American Legion Post 346 of

¥armington.

Survlvors Include his sister, Marie
frey, nieces, Barbary Hemry and

Kathleen Hayward.
- Services were July 21 at the Hee-
}ay-Sundquist Funeral Home, Farm-
n, with the Rev. Kenoeth Chase
iclating. Burial was In Parkview

metery, Livonla.

—
AWRENCE ANDREW STEIN-
MEYER

——

—
hr. Steinmeyer, 68, of Farming-
35 died July 24,
2Born in St. Catherine, Ontario,
da, Mr. Steinmeyer was district

wnonager for Niagara Machine &
20l Works In Southfletd.

urvivors Include his wife, Rose

rie; sons, Lawrence James and

rk Andrew; three grandchltdren.
-Mass was celebrated July 27 at
Jur Lady of Sorrows Catholle
Xhureh, Farmington, with the Rev.
Hean Cronin officlating. Burial was
ﬁﬂo}y Sepulehre Cemetery, South-

d
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S=Arrangements were made by the
ecney-Sundquist Funeral Home,
‘armington. Memorlals may be
nde to Angela Hosplee, 14501
wvan, Livonla.

NORMAN HAROLD ZAVITZ

Mr. Zavitz, 87, of Farmington died
uly 26 In Botsford Hospital, Farm-
gton Hills,
Born in Thedford, Ontarjo, Cana-
, Mr. Zavitz was a retired supervi-
ar for a Crain Company.
»-Survivors laclude hls wife,
tDorathea; son, Jack; daughters,
ifRarlotte Hester, Shirley Reynalds
M Linda Zavitz; sister, Nelllc Da-
11 grandchildren and six great-

mhlldun.
ces were July 29 at the Thay-

ENock Funeral Home, Farmington,
tbo* Rev. Arthur Spafford of
irst Unlted Methodist Church of
armington ,offfciating. Burial was
Roscland Park Cemetery, Berk-

Y.

J0HN ARTHUR CUMMINGS

Mr. Cummings, 72, of Farminglon
liis dled July 32.
Born In LaSalle, Ik, Mr. Cumm-
g1 was an englneer fa the automo-
¢ [ndastry,
Survivors include hls son, John; a
ughter, Janlee Grey; four grand-
children.
v Services wero July 31 at tho Hee-
b{ey-Sundquist Funeral Home, Farm.
ihgton, with the Rev, Kenneth Chasa
Burlal was in Oakvlew
‘Caetery, Royal Oaks

Sarah Edmonds was born on a
farm In New Brunswick, Canada, in
1839. As a young glrl, she read a
book about a female sallor and it
gave her ideas and dreams. Her life
as a farm girl was tedlous and
lacked excltement, Several years
later, whien her father Insisted that
she marry an older, repulsive nelgh-
bor, she ran away.

Dressed as a man, she was able to
travel more safely and conveniently,
She posed as a Bible salesman and
was qulte successful. One selling trip
took her to Michigan In 1860, where
she llved with a famlly in Roso
Township here In Oakland County
and In Flint,

WHEN WAR brought the need for
volunteers from Michigan, Sarah,

- footprinis in history

now called Franklln Thompson, en-
listed — caught perhaps in a sltua-
tion where, if she dld not volunteer
along with her male friends, she
would be branded a coward. Perhaps
it was the prospect of cxcitement
and adventure, Whatever the reason,
hie-she enlisted In the Flint Union
Greys In April 1881, Thls group
woulddbmme Company F of the

essary, but she must have been clev-
er, indeed, to adapt herselfl to camp
life without arousing suspiclon.

By the end of July 1861, she saw
her first action — the battle of Bull
Run. Escaplng infury, she declded to

* contlnue her masquerade despite the

risks. She spent more and more time
in the makeshlft camp hospitals
hc!lgl:ng her sick comrades,

o foll

0 nfantry
Evideally and luckily for Emma
Edmonds, no one seems to have con-
stdered physical examinations nec-
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g ycar, she was ap-

polnted mall carrier and even volun-
teered for duty as a spy behind ene-
my llnes. As a spy, she dlsguised her-

Thuraday, August 3, 1689 O&E

(12143

ke a man during Civil ¥

scll as a Negro boy, usleg a wig over
her short hatr and black dye over har
ex skin.
Dressed In “plantation style”
clothing, she wandered over to the
Confederate lines and was qulckly
used as a cook and breastwork bulld-
er, She also was dralted into stand-
ing picket duty, During that job, she
returned to the Unifon lines, She re-
turned southward shortly thereafler,
but "disguised” as 2 white woman.

EMMA'S MAIN job, however, was
mail carrier. In this role, she es-
caped several close calls and serious
injury when a2 mule fell on ber. The
pressure of malntainiog her secret
identlty must have been too much,
for, In April 1863, Franklin Thomp-

ather-
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with
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son deserted from the Unlon Army,
In her book, “Nurse and Spy In the
< Unlon Army,” she detailed how cow-
ardly she became, how her “soldier-
1y" qualities disappeared. She was [}
and was deafed o leave. Emma
faced ending up in the hospltal —
which meant sure discovery. To ber,
thls was far worse than death,

She went north to Ohlo to recu-
perate. While convalescing, she
wrote her book, taking great pains to
conceal the fact that she had been -
anything but a female nurse. As a re-
sult, portions of the book are fabri-
cation, (The book sold 175,000 coples
in its first printing and she donated
the proceeds (o the Sanltary Com-
misslon, the Civil War equivalent of
the Red Cross.)
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