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As ty daughter and I rode our bi-
cycle alang Farmington Road across
from the Livonia Polico Station, I
noticed a cluster of wildflowers
knawn s bounclng bet, or sonpwort.
They olten grow In larga patches in
disturbed areas during the summer,

.- Though soapwort can be found

Soapwort — a weed wnth benefits

from Skillman

7 Nowlcki

gow, natlve Americans wouldn't
bave known about this flower Lo the
1700s. Soapwort s an allen. Not
{rom outer space, but from Europe.

! Many of our wildflowers, often
known as weeds, grow In areas
where man has disturbed tho natural
s0il and many were brought from
Europe to serve a p . To get &
tough Idea of how many alicn plants
are found in eastern North America,
I.counted §3 allen planty out of 342
Though the samplc is small, approxi-
mately 15 percent of the wildflowers
we see today wero brought from Eu-
tope, Intentionally or unintentional-

Sonpwcn. was brought over inten-
tionally because of Its fong history of
Usc. When the leaves are ed in
water and mixed, they produce a
foamy Inther, This soapy quallty and
i3 ‘cleaning properties were known

ginge the Middle Ages. It was
brought from France and Germany

to England by frinrs, who planted it
near thelr monasteries and hospitals.

Textile mllls used & soapwort so-
lutlon to whiten fabric before it was
printed. It was also used to brighten
china and glass. According to onc
source, a solution mede from
soapwort leaves is uscd for this pure
pose even todny.

‘There are several other qualities
of this plant which made it benefl-
cial to man. It has a pleasant fra-
grance, which was used to cover up
the stench of some of the English
-streets that had poor sanitation.

Modern research has discovered
that some chemlicals found in
soapwort are uscful in treating

syphillis, jaundice and liver prob-
lems. Though the plant s moderate-
1y polsonous, medieval brewers used
it to help put a head on thelr stelns of

beer.
Before the advent of modern syn-
thetlcs, man had to use plants and

A $128,000 grant from the Skill-
‘man Foundation of Detrolt will en-
able Camp Oakland Youth Pro-
grams Inc. of ?Jxlomrd to prvvldn its

Camp Oakland gets grant

Foundation

ing support services from Camp
Qakland to help make successfuf
transitions to Independent living,
Th: program Ll 2 fresh approach
nard W.

f’roxram for young women for &
second year,
Camp Oakland preaident Gary
Baumann announced recelpt of
the grant supporting Lhe program
for young women. A similar grant
was recclved from the Skillman
Foundatlon in 1988,
The program Is designed (o help
18-year-old girls who have hecn
llving at Camp Oakland. They

Leo
Smllh Sklllmnn Foundation pres-
dent, sald, “We belleve It Is a good
concept.

“There Is a need to bridge the
gap between resldential care and
the time when youths bave to go
out n the communlty. That's a dlf-
ficult transition,” he added.

Camp Oakland is a private, non-.

profit agency for children and ado-
lescents. It provides residential

TIM NOWICKIAtiustration In the second phase of the pro-
gram, the girls live with lnmlu-

for up to six months while receiv-

Wildflowers known as bouncing bet, or soapwort often grow in
large patchos in disturbed aress during the summer.

move Into Adams House, a resi-
dence on the agency grounds, care for 55 neglected and abused
They are helped to face their from
in for their
‘“ TeNowICK] new llves, They learn skills such as The Skillimen Foundaticn makes
thelr time and meney. grants for children and youths, ba-

sle human needs, community-wide
efforts, culture, arts and educatlon
Ln southeastern Michigan.

animals for producing products
which he wanted and needed for sur-
vival, Today, the natural world —
provided there is some remalning —
1s still a rich source of potential for
man,
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Toyalty to Jax. All proceeds will go to the March of
Dimes and the Michlgan Cancer Foundation,

Socome in tany of Jax 9 arca locations on
Monday, August 14, for 275¢ Jax car wash, Il have
you fecling good both inside and out.

~
—
For active seniors, comeé home to...
» Security * Warmth ¢ Friends
in your own private apartment.
Come to...
350-1777
4§ 22800 Civic Centor Drive, Southfield
S ZJ
CELEBRATE JACK’S 75TH BIRTHDAY
WITH A 75¢ JAX WASH!
No matter when you got your car washed last, on
Monday, August 14, you'll want to get it washed
again. For Jax Birthday Celebration 75¢ Car Wash.
It's 2 special day to celebrate Jack of Jax Kar Wash's
75th birthday. And to thank you for 46 years of
[1]
N7
J@»X( CEFIHCF
“more than
justacarwash™

Don’t Rfiss This Sale!
1 Weels Only

Jﬁ’v ATTENTION:
Homeowners!

Lighting

linanco plan.

#on., Tuos., Wed. 9-8; Thurs. & Frl. 11l 8 p.m.; Sat, 8-5

Decorator
Recessed

Factory Promotion Sale

Approved for direct contact with insulation. Black
baﬂled trim and 75 watt flood pulb included!

Reg. *39°*

BALE
HHIRY
.
$1099.50
» 5.8
Hurry!
Limited
Quantitles
Other Styles to Choose
From At Discount Prices

The store with bright ideas

43443rand River at NoviRosd 348-4055

Lighting




