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The English band Happy Mondays is a band that doesn’t write down any lyrice.
and jam, picking out the best In the lot.

Happy Mondays: 70s
music with '80s twist

By Larry G'Connor
stall writer

Happy Mondays make for hungo-
ver Tuesdays.

"We're still partying from last
nlght,” sald Shaun Ryder, lead singer
with the English band Happy Mon-
days in a Tuesday afternoon tele-
phone Interview. “ln fact, we just
finlshed an hour ago."

Night clubs are not the only target
of Hoppy Mondays' assault on thls
country; so, tog, arc the ears of aiter-
native musle listeners.

Happy Mondays has just released
its second album, “Bummed” (Elek-
tra), a neo-psychedelle collection of
sound deslgned lo make your head
spin.

The group Is part of a large Acld
Hause scene In Great Britian, bring-
ing back '70s culture with ali the
vices. Yes, folks, time to pull out
those purple bell-bottoms and plat-
form shoes agaln.

Except thelrs Is simply not a trip
down the far-out lane. What Happy
Mondays has done is Incorporated
the music of the '70s, Including acid
rock, funk and even dance (not
disca), into a2 new whirlwind of a
sound. You can dance to It, arm
wrestle to it or change the ol In the
cartoit.

The latest album is exceptional
work, especially considering the lack
experience in the Happy Mondays®
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circle,

“ON THE first album, nonc of us
knew what we were doing,” said
Ryder, whose band will perform to-
night at Rick's Cafe In Ann Arbor.
“We had some ideas of what we
wanted to do, but we didn’t how to
get them out through to our instru-
ments or on plastic.”

Enter Martin Hannet, the guy
whose past productlon work Includes
Joy Dlvision and U2. On vinyl, Han-
net {“He's a good bloke,”” Ryder sald
of the well-known producer.) brought
out the fulter clements of Happy
Mondays' sound.

A tough task, Happy Mondays Is a
band that docsn’t write down any
lyrics. They get into the studlo and
jam, plcking out the best In an as-
sorted tat.

Ryder said some of hls best lines
have been forgotten in late nights at
the pub, Those who have seen Happy
Mondays live find them unforgett-
able.

The same throw-cautlon-in-the-
can attitude exists onstage. Some-
times forgetting the lyrics, Ryder
sald he wlll make them up as he goes
along.

‘The band has also made great
copy offstage as well, like the time
when Ryder walked into the wreng
show.

“Our gig was 25 yards {rom the
Simply Red glg," said Ryder, who is
from Manchesier, England. “We

seen all these people lined up and we
said, 'Wow man, top gig.' We got in-
slde and we see all these people and
we sald, ‘Get outta the way, Get out-
ta the way, We're the band,” to all
the bouncers and security,

“We made our way to the stage
and said, 'Wow, the warm-up band
has a top drum kit.’ Here to find out,
Simply Red was in the dressing
mom Everyone thought it was fun-

AMERICAN AUDIENCES are
getting their first glimpses of Happy
Mondays, The group performed two
years ago at the New Music Semlnar
In New York, but this s the first ma-
Jor USS. tour.

In cight short days, the band has
found America quite to their llking.
Bez, another maraca toting member
of Happy Mondays, talks about how
the group didn't have anything to do
alter returning from & show at §
a.m. So, Happy Mondays walked the
streets of New York City until the
sun came up.

“I enjoy all of 1t,” said Bez about
the music business, “If you're golng
to make any money, this is the best
way to do it. We're all lazy. We nev-
er worked. If you're going to be lazy,
this s the best way todo it."

Happy Mondays will perform
Monday, Aug. 14, ot Rick’s Cafe
in Ann Arbor. For information,
call 996-2747.

CYCLES

THE OCEAN BLUE

— The Ocean Blue
This cponymously titled LP on

They get into the studio

— Doobie
Brothers

Everybody who made hit records
In the 1970s secms to be taking an-
other stab at stardom, including the
Dooble Brothers. And they couldn't
have picked a beltcr title (or their
comeback album — "Cycles.

After all, the pulsating tntro to the
Capltot LP's opening track, “The
Doctor,” sounds suaplclmuly close to
that leng-ago hit “China Grove.”

The similarity shouldn't surprise
anyone who has followed the Doobles
since those days. “Cycles" is driven
by the rough-edged vocals of original
singer Tom Johnston, who once upon
a time was replaced by alick-croon-
Ing Michael McDonald (remember
“What A Fool Belleves?”).

Back to earth for a moment.

It's great for thesa veterans to be
back [n the muslc business. But the
stars in the Dooble Brothers’ sky
aren't quito as bright as they nnce
were.

That's because, despite whatuver
promise [s ylelded by “The Doctor,”
maat of the music contalned on this
uneven sel, frankly, falls to follow

the title's “we're back” theme.

However, this group still manages
to glitter from time to time. There
are several worthy songs, Including
the slow-cooking “Need a Little
Taste Of Love,” splced just right
with some tasteful guitar riffs from
Pat Simmons.

“South of the Border” conveys the
free and casy splrit prevalent in the
Daobies glory da;

Anolher mentionable is the intros-

pective anthem “Time Is Here And
Gone." with lyrics describlog some-
one with a late appreciation for Life:
“What used to worty me, well it
don't worry me/Who knows the rea-
son ot the rhymo/The years Lhat 1
got left, you know I'll make the most
of mine.

And "Cyc]es.‘* although clearly not
carth-shattering, may just be good
enough to make suro there aro a few
more days, and perhaps another al-
tum, for the Docbles.

- Tim Smith

Sire Records s the debut album
from (his band who balt from Her-
shey, Pa.

The band, a four-plece, is essen-
tially guitar-based, but they do in-
clude keyboards and saxophone ln
thelr Instrumentation line-up,

Mistake No. 1.

Actually, track one, side one, thelr
flrst single “Between Something and
Nothlng," Is qulte considerable.
Starting with a fresh, bouncy guitar
ritf, leading Into a catchy verse/cho-
tus combinatlon, split with an at-
tractive gultar solo. It Is very excit-
ing on [irst lsten. Thls album Is
goIng to bo great, me thinks.

Mistzke No. 2.

It becomes obvious very quickly
that thls track is the most notable
standout of the album, Although on
repeated llstens, it docs bear re-
markable similarity to Echo & The
Bllnnymen

(his Ume, the third song,
"Dﬂ(ung, Falling,” alrs itsclf the
comparisons are spewing forth, fast
and furlous. Yes — there's a Lloyd
Cole, oops, almost tripped on an
Echo & Bunnymen. But get thls for
obscurist Influences — “Circus Anl-
mals” onward the light keyboard
drone In the background znd the

“echoed” vocals remind me of Aha
{remember them?).

With their record company's
clalms that Ocean Blue are “a group
whose musical explorations have re-
sulted in some darzling innovations
with a sound that matched fervant
spontanelty with technical sophisti-
cation.”

‘They obviously chose to Ignore a
band called The Connells from North
Carolina. Why I mentlon thls is Uzll
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IN CONCERT

© HAPPY MONDAYS

Happy Mondays will perform on Mon-
day, Aug. 14, at Rlek’s Cafe, 811 Church,
Ann Arbor. For Informatlon, call 998
2747,

@ OUT MOVERENT

The Out Movement wil) peform along
with Figure 4 on Wednesday, Aug. 16, at
the River Rock Saloon In Detrolt.

® KHMAVES

The Knaves will perform on Wednes-
day, Aug. 16, at Rick's Cale, 611 Church,
A7nn Arbor, For lnformatlon, call 996-
7.

@ VANGOGH

Ash Can VanGogh wili perform Thues-
day through Saturday at the Midtown
Cale, 139 Woodward, Birmingham. For
Informatlon, call 8421133,

© SKANKING VOODOOD

Skanking Yoodoo Dells will perform on
‘Thursday, Acg. 17, at Rick's Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor, For informatien, calt
996-2747.

© CIVILIANS

Clvilians will perform with special
guests, Allison's Ghost, on Friday, Aug.
18, at the Hamtramck Pub, Canllf Ave-
sue, off .75, For Information, call 365-
9760.

O JEANE & THE DREAMS

Jeane & The Dreams will perform on
Friday, Aug. 18, on the Boblo Moonlight
Crulse, which departa from the Detrolt
dock at 11 p.m. Tickets are $10.95 (§9.85
for groups 10 or more with advance res-
ervations). For taformation, call 843-
0700

® FAITH NO MORE

Falth No More will perform on Friday,
Aug. 13, at Blondie's, West Scven Mile
Road, east of Telegraph, Detrolt. For in-
formation, call 535.8108.

© HIPPODROME

Hippodrome will perform on Friday,
Aug. 18, at Paycheck's Lounge, Canill
Avenise, east Jos. Campau, Hamtramek,
For informatlos, cal) 872-28M.

LOCAL

Hete are 10 zongs recelving Iay oo
Vl'hl}‘l'ﬂI"Ml “Detroit um%"
which is heard 4-5 p.m. Sundays (repeat-
€4 5:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesdays). (¢

1. “Object,” Ncmls
! “Brotber to
3.“No Room wS'l-Dl lhe Cat.“ Ruabber,
4. “All the Heroes,” Generals.
3. “Slow Down,” Idlots.
G *-umxmouo. Peler,
7. “Little World,” Dascln,
8. “Flvu O'Clock Bus Smp, See Dick

. “Winter in Alsska,” Pazhosse,
10. “Slang Tang.” Skarkiag Voodoo Dolls.

THE END OF THE
INNOCENCE

— Don Henley

With five years of water under the
bridge since “Building the Perfect
Beast” (and what a beast it was!),
you would think that Don Henley
might have had enough time to put
together a decent follow-up,

Well, you are right.

It scems that this ex-Eagle has
been spending 20 much time cralting
the music on hls new LP that be has
forgotten to cut his halr (see cover).
But hey, If the man keeps producing
the kind of material that made

“Beast” a monster success, he can
do what be wants wlth the mop on

top.
Worung with his Inngume lrlcud

Occan Blue's songs are
(he same orena with similarly ltyied
rhythm acoustic guitar, lead and
backing vocals and song structures.
Unfortunately, it Is to Ocean
Blue's detriment that The Connells
were around flrst and have stronger
material, Of course, a case muy be
made that soun:
band who 1s still relatively nnhwwn
b! l:?l something to be concerned
w

— Cormac Wright

and collaborator Danny

Henley has concmlrnted more on
the lyrics and message of cach on
“Innocense,” while malntalning =
strong Instrumental prezesce that
often cludes his more preachy con-

too-subtle lyrical bito to it lnspah, -

slill bas Its ahare of the rock'n'roll
we've come to ftrom Healey.
‘The title track opens things up
with a collaboration betwees Healey
and Bruce Homsby that sounds more

1”8

® BLUEFROHT PEASUADERS

Bluefront Persuaders will perform on
Friday and Saturdsy, Avg. 18-19, at
Rick’s Cafe, 811 Church, Ann Arbor. For
information, call 996-2747.

L YEQTERDlY‘B NEWS
Yesterday's News will perform oo Fri-
dny and Sskurdly, Aug. 1819, at Jame-
12 N, , Royal Oak. For in-
rarmlucn. call $47-8470.
@ STEWART FRANKE
Stewart Franke wlll perform on Fn
day and Saturday, Auvg. 18-19, at Rlck's
Cale, 611 Church, Ans Arbor. For ln!mh
mation, call 996-2747.

® GARQGSTER FUN

Gangster Fun will perform with gpe-’
clal guests, DNA, on Saturday, Avg. 19,
Stanley’s, 350 Riverside Drive, west
Oullette, Windsor. For informatlon, call.,
3333443 -

@ VERTICAL PILLOWS
Vertical Pillows wlll perform on Satur~
day, Aug. 19, at the Hamtramck Pub, -
Canlff Avenue, off I.75. For informatlon, .
call 365-9760. -

© RHFACTOR

RH Factor wiil perform on Saturday,
Aug. 18, on the Boblo Moonlight Crulse,
which departs at 11 p.m. from the Detrolt. .
dock, Tickets are $10.95 (39.95 for groups>”
10 or more with advance reservations).
For informatlos, call 843-0700.

© UGLY BUT PROUD

Ugly But Proud will perform alongl
with special guests, Hell's Kitchen asde
Destructlon Ahead, on Saturday, Avg. 16
at Blondie's, Weat Seven Mile Road, cast
of Telegraph, Detroit. For Information,
call 535-8108.

© SHAWN WiLLIAMS

Shawn Willlams wiil perform at W
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 19, &t Crozs Street
Station, 511 Cross St., Ypsitanti. For Lu-
{ormation, call 437-50%50.

e

© HOODOO QUAUS

Hoodoo Gurus will perform o8 Sluuv-
day, Aug. 19, at Salnt Andrew's Hall, 431,
E. Congress, Detrolt. For ln.lomuuon‘
call 961-MELT.

Failh No More
will perform
Friday, Aug. 18,
at Blondie's in ™’

i%ﬁ:,mﬁ«-,»% Detrolt.

COLLEGE -

Here are the top 10 singles recelving
airplay on CJAM-FM, campus statlon of
the University of Windsor, according to
music director Vera Colley.

1. "You Made Me Realize,” My Bloody
Valentine.

2, “Zero Sex,” Christian Death.

3.~Spil) MyGuu 247Spyz. | *
4, “Ska-ville UK.” Bad Mazners. -
5. “Place in me Sun,” m Men They

l Clrc!e and the Sun,” Pnl Doz Pnnder»

D Codlne. Ulira Vivid Scene.
10. “Electricity,” Mescaline Riteal.

like a Hornsby slngle then a Henley
original. “How Bad Do You Want
1t?" s this album's answer to “All
She Wants to Do is Dance,” with its
raucous rock/dance beat. W. Axl
Rose of Guns N' Roscs steps in on
backing vocals oo *1 Will Not Go
Quictly™; the sang falters.

ts on this ona are

{“Little Tin God™), a dlscourzo on the
greed ridden "00s (“Glmmie What
Yon Got™), a chronicle of tha range
of American excess (“II Dirt Vere--
Dollarg™) ard & gem oo how fast

“thlogs can change (“New York Mg - -

ute”),
If that zounds Uk a lot ol
Ngh!lghu.m may want to pick thls.
¢ up — because thiz 'old Esgla
Aln'l balding, and he keops ca fiyleg.
— Bob Sadler



