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*elty, reduced to tho slze of & glance in each direction,
unfolds Ilke an architectural blanket.

This is almost zpolled though by the cacophony of
g down upon our ears. Taped sightsce.

window. Standing in the middle of the observatory, it

, all blends together and the only thing I'm able to pick
out clearly Is an odd bit of trivia that seems to catch
my car each time ono tape repeats:

“THE WRIGLEY family (thelr namesake bullding
can be seen from the north window) origlnally started
In the soap buslneas, They switched from manufactur-
Ing to chewing gum when they discovered it's popular-
Ity after giving it away with boxes of soap,”

‘The Jone kuman being at the top of the Sears Tower,
excluding visitors, 13 Brad Stephenson, a traffle re-
porter for radlo station WBBM-AM. Stephenson, 31, is
employed by AAA. He's been up here In a computers
filled room not much larger than a cleset every week-
day moming for 1‘5 months. He's from downstate Illi-

nois,
cltl ask him what it's like working 1,358 fect above the

le'a oot that big of a deal when you do it every
day,” he sald. “Besldes, it's casy to spot fires from
here and it makes sense for a traffic reporter.”

Robyn Michaels offers a different perspective on
the giant bulldlng. We find ber sitting on the sidewalk
at the base tower, using a clicker to count of the peo-
ple as they by. Michaels bas been hired by the
clty’s economic development department to conduct &
study on pedestrian traffic patterns. The study may be
umfeln adjust bus and train schedules to beaellt com-
muters,

Michaels, & grad student and dog trimmer, will
work 10 hours a day and be paid $7 per hour for click-

Ing.

In her first hour on the job that day, she’s clicked
878 times. I ask her how people react to belng
“cllcked.”

“One guy turncd around and told me ‘It's nice to be
counted for something In my life,", " she sald.

FROM THE Sears Tower we head to the Chicago
Board of Trade on Jackson Boulevard in the financial
distriet.

To describe the Board of Trade as a commoditles
exchange s a grave Injustice, This is llke golng to an
auction In the “Twilight Zone.” There's one fast-tatk-
Ing auctioneer for every bldder on the floor. And from
our spot on the mezzanine above the tradlng fioor, it
looks lke they've all ingested large quantities of

* amphetamines before getting off the “L" and heading
Intowork.

The buyers, sellers, price reporters and other func-
tlonarles are distinguished by their brightly colored
coats. There are more hand aignals glven (five fingers
straignt up means sell, tilted to the right means buy)
than In your average, 9-Inning baseball game,

The employees who stalk the trading floor are very
secretive about what they do. Two young men repre-
senting high-powered conglomerates turn me down for
interviews.

Andy Warhol s next on our agenda. Or rather the
Warhol exhibit at the Art Institute of Chicago in Grant
Park. The exhiblt, organized by the Museum of Mod-
crn Art [n New York, ran through Aug. 13 in Chicago,
After that, it headed across the Atlantic to London.

As we begln our glide through the more than 250
examples of Campbell's soup cans, Marilyn Monroes,
purple cows and floating plilows, I debate the merits
of Warhol's modern technlques with my photographer.
1 hold out for “groundbreaking art,” while be main-
tains the ““nothing more than popular garbage” view,

We emerge an hour or so later, calling a truce and
starving.

AFTERNOON:

Lunch §s at the Blily Goat Tavern, under (yes, under)
the strect at 430 N, Michlgan Ave. Thls Is the place
John Belushl and the rest of the ¢ld Saturday Nigh
Live crew used as their insplration for the “Cheez-
borger, Cheezborger, No Coke, Pepst” sketch. One look
nad it's clear Belushl and company dida’t have to
change much for television.

The tavern is jammed at the noon hour and the pace
Is frenctic. People are gathered around the po-non-
sense bar in one comer, while order takers call back to
the kitchen from a horseshoe-shaped counter in the

center,

We dine on (what clse) cheezbo-er-uh-cheeschurgers,
double patties served on a hard roll bun, They are, sald
owner Sam Sianls, the house specialty, Self-serve con-
diments are at the adjacent counter.

Slanis has owned the place for 19 years. He bought it
from his uncle, who opencd it back In 1934 after emi-
gratlng from Greece.

“He had a pet goat and that's how he named it,”
Sianis sald, anticipating my question.

1 ask whether he was upset about the place belng the
butt of a late-night televislon joke.

“No,” he sald, "I was actually flattered. And it
hasn't beea too bad for business either.”

Appetites satisfied, we tako a cab to 1616 N. Wells,
the home of the Second City Theater.

Before taking a peak at the rehearsal, we get a run-
down on Sceond Clty from producer Joyce Sloan, who

1Vl

has been around since the year after the Improvisa-
tlonal troupe waa formed In 1959. Sloan's discourse on
the group’s history L3 like a walking tour thorough the
Henry Ford Museum of modern comedy.

The theater alumnl — fn addstion to Saturday Night
Live and SCTV regulars — include comedians like Av-
ery Schreiber (of Burns and Schrieber) and actress
Betty Thomas, formerly of “Hill Street Blues.”

Today, one of the improvisational troupes is
rehearaing for a road show they will take to Atlantic
City later this summer,

Haviog been soclally enlightened during the first
part of our afternoon, It can enly be tlme for one thing.
Shopping.

We take o walking tour of the Magnlficent Mile, a
mlle-loog stretch of Michigan Avenue devoted to
pleasing all tastes and credlt cards. Marshall Fields, L

gnin, Saks Fifth Avenue, Bonwit Teller’s, Tilfany's
and a host of smaller, but equally pricey shops abound.

WE STOP IN at Burberrys, or, to use the proper
name Burberrys Limited, What reporter worth his salt
hasn't dreamed of going out on assignment in & trench
coat supplied by the world famous Unlted Kingdom
clothler?

‘When I clue store general manager Cary Mcllvoy in
on my fantasy — to try on Burberrys' top-of-the-line
model — she smiles. It turns out the anchors and top
reporters from Chlcago's television statfons are regu-
lar custemers, .

1 guess we'ro all trylog to 1ook lUke Humphrey Bo-
gart, who wore a Burberry coat In “Deadline US.A."

Daggers, manager of men's clothing and
outerwear, helps me pull the coat over my shoulders
and adjusts the belt, The coat features a shell made
from 100 percent imported cotton and a full Linlng that
ll: mended all the way Into the sloeves, It is truly dash.

g
At $995, It should last a lifetime, right?
“"Well, not qulte," sald Daggers, In his clipped, South

London accent. *You can expect many years of wear,
but It may have to be reconditioned or you might even-
tually need a new one.”

And, he said, the store's “bargaln basement” model
Is priced at $320, .

My American Express card starts to tingle, but
stays in the pocket.

Next on our agenda is the “Here's Chicago” exhiblt,
‘This show In the old pumping station on Michigan Ave-
nue promises to give us a Ilttle bit of the town's histo-
ry, specifically the Chicago Fire of 1908 and the 19208
Gangster era. No vacatlon {3 complete, I reason, with-
out getting a little local history. After all, we could
have gone to Somerset Mall, if all we wanted was an
exotlc shopping extraveganza,

THIS out to be a mistake, What we got

, TURNED
was another bokey “multi-medla™ presentation and a

scparate tour through a room filled with manequins
and a perky tour guide. All that for $4.75 a bead.

Next time, I think I'li run to the library before head-
ing out of town In order to satisfy my lust for vacation
background materfal.

EARLY EVENING:

Before dinner, we decide to head over to Rush Street
to check out the local bar scene. Only Rush Street, we
discover, Isn't the hot spot that all the tour books tout
itas.

It used to be, according to an informal poll of sever-
al pedestrians, but now the best bars and nightclubs
are a atort hop away of State and Division streets, Oh

well,

For a check of what's golng on tmusieally (and since
our plane leaves before maost clubs get golng for the
evening), I talk to Shawn Johnson, co-manager of the
Musle World store on State.

"“There's Lhe ‘Batman’ soundirack by Pricce, that's
our top selling zlbum,” he zafd. “And In the clubs,
House Music {An urban, post rap sound) has come out
from underground and is getting a ot of attention.”

Dinner is at Glno's East, 160 E. Superior, home of
Chleago-style pizza. Gino's, with Its graffiti-etched ta-
bles and high-backed wooden booths is reminiscent of
a campus hangout.

We're talking real pizza pie here. The pao piza is 2
good 2%inches thick. (A hint for Detrolters: Order dou-
ble cheese If you want it like you get it at home, For
some reasan, Detroit’s plzza makers go beavy on the
cheese while the rest of the world goes blg on the to-
mato sauce.)

AFTER DINNER and before headlng back to the
airport we have one more stop — the subway. Belng
from Motown, where mass transit is only a plpe
dream, I have this odd deslre to prove a viable mass
transit system can Indeed exist. .

Chicago's “People Mover” comblnes below ground
subway cars with an above ground elevated railway
system, or “L." It's actually possible to go from down-
town ot to 1 in Evy-
anston (some 30 miles) and beyond.

For our purposes, we ride from the north end of
Michigan Avenue back to the Loop, The fara is §1, The
statlons are well marked and relatively clean. There
are securlty guards In each car,

Well, what do you know, it works.

For information on places to visit in Chicage
call the Chicago Tourism Council, (312) 286-5740,
For flight schedules and fares, call Air-
lines, 562-1221.

Step back to cd!o!hiaﬂfﬁ\/iexitSan Miguel

By irle Sandsraon Jonos
travel oditor

. . @My wife bas been trying to drag me to Mexlco for
& long time. I hate toaristy beaches, so I won't go to
places like Acapulco, bt I tald her I wonld consider it,

:1f.you conld recommend a place where we can enjoy

“Mexlcan life withont belng overrun by American

‘beach lovers. Definltely, oot Mexico City.

R.M.,
West Bloomfield

MR LANNE

A: I don't bave to think twice to answer that ques.
+{lon! Fly into Mexico Clty and either reat a car or
“ifeserve a seat on one of the first-class buses — deatl-
“nation San Miguel de Allendo. It Is o two-hour drive.
“'northwest of Mex{¢o City in the general direction of

;Gundalnj:ra, but you won't {Ind elther sand or blklnis.

' The whole town of San Miguel is a natlonal historic
{0 preserv

20 e lts co-
- ‘Jonial character. That Is. what makes San Miguel and .

Ag; surrounding towna of Mexico's independence coun-
80 attractive to tho Inalders who travel here.

£~ You can live like a Spanlsh aristocract while enfoy-'
: log the artists and campealnos who are the heart and
- zoul of Mexico, There are no beaches and no high-riso
! thotels hers, only flowered terraces overlooking cob-
blestone streets, . .

" 4.2 As you turn dovn the Little Alley of Allende you xc(
.your flrst real glimpse of the Parroqula, the parish

s

church on the maln plaza. It looks like the cathedral in
Cologne, Germany, becauso it was designed and bulit
by an local Indian archltect from postcards of Europe-
an cathedrals. o e .

There (8 2 small plaque on the house at the corner of
the plaxa“~ “Hic Natus: Ublque Notus (Somebody of
note was born here).” That smebody was Ignacio Al-
lende who held secret mieetltigs {n this bouse until the

September day in 1810wheu he rode out of town with -

his fellow rebels to begin'the revolution that finally
gained Mexlco ita freedom ftom Spaln in 1621.

The town was renamed Sas Miguel de Allende, The
mayor still shouts "Grito} {{reedom)” from the balcony
(6[ the city hall across the treed plaza on Independence

ay. A Kk
i e T

THERE ARE plazas llke thix all over colonial Mexi«
Ico, ereated by Carlotta, wifa of Emperor Maximillan,
who converted all the old military marching grounds
Into treed plazas, On Sunday, everybody s heve. Young
men in bluo jeans, campesinos in straw cowboy hats,

peasant women (n colorful shawls, carpets and basket '

scllers, mothers with bables, men and women in fash-
lonable suits. . s . N

On the far atde of lhe'phn, people move In and out
of the courtyard of Potzda San Fragcisco, once a
beauttful Spanish home, now a besutiful Lun, consid.
ered {0 be one of the most autheatlc colontal posadas
in Mexico., - 5 .-

A famous local name, Canal, is found on a strest

b4

. MICKY JONES
‘The public market in San Miguel do Allende is
awash In ful fruits and

artlsts and art students from throughout North Amerl-
cn to both visunl and performing arts classess, All
classes are taught In English. More than 1,500 Amerd-
can and Canadlan students attend, Theso artists scll
thelir work side-by-side with the weavers, tUnware art-
ists and other craftsmen on Canal Street,

A SECOND well-known art center, the Centro Cul-
\ural Ignacio Ramirez, a branch of the Insituto de Bel-
las Artes of Mexlco City, I3 in the old Convent of the
Concepelon and includes both contemporary art and a
lovely courtyard garden.

Casa Maxwell, a shop in the center of Canal Street
between the plaza and the tawers of the Church of the
C

running west out of the plaza and on the house of the
Counta of Canal on the northwest corner of the square.
The name of thls old sllver mining {amily ties modern
San Miguel to its Spanish colonlal past, Its centuries.
ald reputation as &an art center,

Prehistoric Indians lived la this arca, but it was
Franclscan Father Juan de San Miguel who organized
them nto villages and taught them the old European
crafts after ho arrived from Spaln in 1530,

‘The Cana} famlly camo two centurles later; their
estates on the edge of town are now the site of the
Instituto Allende, an important part of the art explo-
sion which revitallzed San Miguel for both artista and
tourists after World War I1,

The Institito, In an old converted haclenda, attracts

)

known Mexicofor ita varied
Toca) crafts and contemporary art work,

None of the shops are open onr Sunday, of course, On
weekdays, the cralt shops along Canal Street aro busy
and the market brings color and sound to the streets
around the Church of San Francisco, but on Sunday the
activity is in the plaze and in favorite dining places
ke Posado San Francisco,

There are scveral wonderful hotels sct {n the homes’
of former Spanish aristocrats. Ask your travel agent if
the Casa do Slerra Nevada ls still there. You'll love the
rooms In the maln hoose or the small gultes, with their
own terraces, In the houses (owned by the hotel) across
the street. Last time I was there, they had a fine dining
room and delivered breakfast on your own sunny ter-
race. It's only one block from the plaza.

A ¥l



