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U-M expert says radon threat isn’t panic situation |

By Loulss Okrulsky
staff wrliter

Tests conducted by the Amerlean
Lung Assoclatlon of Southeastern
Michigan show that Qakland County
has more homes with dangerous lev-
cls of radon than Wayne or Macomb
countles,

Owners should carefully test their
homes but shouldn’t panle, an expert
said.

“This Isn’t a situalion that de-
serves panic,” said Arnold Jacobson,
a professor of radiological health in
Universlty of Michigan's department
of enylronmental and industrial
health.

Jacobson Is also director of the
Radon Resouree and Training Cen.
ter at the U-M, onc of three in the
nation. It's {lnanced by the Environ.
mentzl Protectivn Agency and local-
Iy by the Michigan Department of
Health.

Testing, testing

LAST WEEK, the Amerlcan Lung
A of h Michi-

HIGH RADON levels in a home

gan released the results of fts three-
county survey, which Indlcated that
24 percent of 2,663 Oakland County
homes tested showed unsafe levels
of radon,

Rochester, Rochester Hills, Wix-
om, Walled Lake, Auhurn Hills and
Novi showed the highest percentage
of homes with unacceptable radon
tevels In the county, Four plcocuries
per liter of alr s the accepted high
safe level of radon.

In Wayne County, the survey
shows 12.6 percent of 1,604 homes
tested as unsale. In Macomb County,
where 607 homes participated in the
study, 8.9 percent were considered to
have dangerous raden levely,

On the natlona) level, Michlgan
ranks as a state with a moderate
amount of radon. lowa, North Dakeo-
ta, Minnesota and Pennsylvania arc
consldered hot spots,

County group wins $75,000

The Qakland County branch of the
Associatlon for Relarded Citizens
has received a $75,000 grant {rom
the Skillman Foundation for second-
year funding of its Shared Parenting
program,

Shared Parentlng was started to

alteviate the burden of a family in .

caring for their handicapped child.
Carlng for a child with speclal needs
can sap a family's energy and re-
sources.

Shared Parenting recrults a sec-
oifd famlly to assist in the care of the
handlcapped child. By providing a
maximum of 180 days of relief
thtough the second family, the
Shared Parenting Program hopes to

©CC board
¢hairwoman
wins award

ESandrn L. Ritter, chalrwoman of
the Oakland Commuaity College
Board of Trustees, has been named
winner of the 1989 Central Reglon
Leadership Award by the Board of
Directors of the Association of Com-
minity College Trustees.

The ACCT. Is a non-profit organi-
zation representing 6,000 trustees
comprising the governing boards of
more than 800 North American pub-
Hie and private community and tech-
nical colleges. The award’ was pre-
sented to Rltter at the organlzation's
nine-state Central Region Seminar
In.St. Louis on June 24,

*In recelving the Central Reglonal
Leadershlp Award Ritter Is auto-
matleally nomlinated for the ACCT's
M. Dale Ensign Award, which honors
the organizatlon’s outstanding trus-
tee for 1989. The Enslgn award
winner will be named at the ACCT

keep (he child in a home and active
famlly environment.

nd-year fundlng will enable
the program to expand to an addl
tloral six famllles with continued
services to the initial six familles al-
ready particlpating.

The Skillman Foundatlon was
founded in December of 1960 by
Rose P. Sklllman, widow of Robert
H. Skillman, vice president and dl-
rector of Minnesota Minlng and

pi a serlous health Lhreat.
Radon is a chemleally fnert but ra-
dioactive gas that’s pulled into and
trapped in a house through cracks in
the basement, sump pumps, electrl-
cal wiring and sewers, It’s assoclat-
ed wlth lung cancer.

Interim federal guidelines cover-
ing radon testing tn sehool buildings
have reached the comment and re-
vlew stage, according to Dennls
Hahn, chicf of nuclear facllities and
cnvironmentai monltoring for the
Michigan Department of Health.

Some school districts, such as
Bloomfield Hllls, tested for radon
two years ago, according to Jack
Humble, who manages the district’s
plant operatlons. At that time, the
tests didn't show unsatlsfactery lev-
els of radon In classrooms.

Produced by decaylng uranium,
radon has been blamed for the high
lung cancer rate among uranlum
miners In Europe, the Unlted States
and Canada, according to Jacobson.
When the mines were ventllated, he
sajd, the lung cancer rates de-
creased.

Because radon's source, uranium,
is in the outstde soil, it’s dlfflcult to
predict swithout testing which home
has a high level. Just ause a
house has high or low levels of radon
doesn't assure that nelghborlng
bulldings will test the same, Jacob-
son satd.

ACCURATELY CHECKING for

Ing Co. The
a private, grant-making foundation
with assets totaling $275 milllon,
The group, which awards grants
throughaut southeastern Michlgan, is
headguartered in Detroit.

radon Is a two-step process, accord-
Ing to Jacab: should
first obtaln two charcoal test kits to
ensure accuracy.

Kits should be placed in the lowest
llvable arca of the home. If the base-
ment ls unused and there aren't any

It could be time
to put'your old
mattress to rest
and wake-up
rested on a new
Swearns & Foster.
We have the best
sclection at the
best prices!

ndlonal in Sep

%atd OCC Chancellor R. Stephen
Nlcholson of Ritier's nomlnation,
“After almost forty years of worklng
with clected and volunteer boards
. ;. I tind Sandra Ritter to be one of
most faithful and dedicated
board members 1 have ever known
. . Few persons in our trustee asso-
ciations understand the local, state
or natlonal legislatlve process as
well.”

Ritter, who lives In Waterford,
was first elected to the Oakland
Community College Board In 1678,
Her board collcagues voted her vice-
chairman In 1985 and chaleman n
1986. Originally a teacher, she Is
currently a higher educatlon consult-
ant for the Michigan Depariment of
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for a restful night's sleep.
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of Bloomfield Hills

plans to turn it into livable area, the
kits should be placed in two diffcrent
areas of the house, where people
spend time,

Take care to keep the tests at least
two feet off the floor and away from
the sump pump, drains, walls and
celling. Keep it toward the middle of
the room, but avoid humid areas
such as Jaundry rooms. Charcoal re-

placed [n a Jow area of the home, a
second should be left ln a frequently
used area. There witl be a difference
in levels recorded In winter when the
house is closed up and summer when
windows are open.

Use the results of both tests to
determine what work needs to be
done in the home.

“Only after long-term careful

spands 1§ h ly, 50
test results could come out higher
than they really are. If a dehum!di-
fler i3 normally used in a basement,
keep it on during testing.

“The drler the better,” Jacobson

said.

Windows, doors and fans should be
shut for 12 hours before the test,
which generally takes two to three
days. In Michlgan, the weather
makes such testlng bearahle begin-
ning in October,

IF A reading comes back greater
than four plcocuries per liter, use an
alpha track test. It should be left
hanging for preferably a year but if
the homeowner Is anxious it should
be jeft at least one month, according
to Jacobson.

Ideally, one alpha test should be
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ing should you eail In a con-
tractor,” Jacobson sald. “Don’t move
on a single charcoal measurement.
1t’s foollsh *

FOR HIS part, Jacobson doesn't
entirely trust the tests avallable n
hardware stores.

Where test kits are available :

The American Lung Association of
Southeastern Michigan and the
Washtenaw Department of Health
make test cannisters avallable to the
public. The Qakland County Depart-
ment of Health refers calls for can-
nisters to the lung assoclation in
Southfleld. .

Kits are about $15 from the asso-
ciation. That covers the cost of pur-

LOSE UP TO 25 POUNDS
Y LABOR DAY *

—_—|
Meet Six People
Who Came In
For Their FREE
Consultation

« PRIVATE CONSULTATION
& COUNSELING THRU-OUT

« PROFESSIONAL
MEDICAL SUPERVISION

« EAT NORMAL,
EVERYDAY FQ0DS

« WORKS WITHOUT
HUNGER, DRUGS R
STRENUOUS EXERCISE

« NO BINDING CONTRACTS

Ok wossr doss cen-
ler g2y aorss,

Al s
21 kot wophl an 1 |
A i

QUICK WE
557-SLIM

Westland Southfield St. Clalr Shores

Bloomfield
Novi

Troy '

@L3Lon and cesre 23

IGHT LOSS CENTERS
1-800-767-SLEV

“I don't know If all the labs have

the Enviroamental Protec-

tion Agency's proficiency test,"” he-
sald,

The test is a voluntary program.
Jacobson advises consumers to ob-
taln a list of labs that have passed
the test from the local health depart.
ment. Oakland County Department
of Health has a list dated 1986.
Jacobson recommends calllng the
Washtenaw department.

The Oakland County Health de-
partment has two employees who
have gone through the Radon Re-
source and Tralalng Center program
and will field questions,

chaslng the test and analyzing the .
results, according to Robert Long, §
adminlstratlve assistant In the Oak- {
Jand County Department of Health's «
envirenmental health services divi- ¢
slon. E

Consumers are advised thal some
kits purchased in stores require a
second fee to cover analysks,
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- JOHN C. HENDRY OFFERS TWO
ELEGANT ALTERNATIVES

Independent Living

Plymouth Towne

APARTMENTS

Enjoy the freedom and security of your own home
without the hassles of homemaking. Your lease
includes these no charge extras:

+ Daily dining service
« Weekly housckeeping
* Personal laundry

 Bus service for shopping and much more

Call for more information or a FREE TOUR.

s
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Plymouth, MI 48170

451-0700

e = S current living situation, Plymouth Inn offer:
3 . * Permanent care -
7 G ~\>-m...,_ * Temporary care {for vacations)
i e * Tranquil, landscaped grounds
somt rmem * Throe delicious meals served daily

—

I"gﬁo‘lﬂ' Inn
Agwne The Grackams Adermctirt
205 Haggerty Road 107 Haggerty Road

459-3890

Plymouth, Ml 48170

Assisted Living
Plymouth Inn

If someone you love is growing older and needs just
a bit more support than he or she can get in their

* Extensive, varied social and recreational program




