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Pendell swings hot bat
for surprising Walter’s

.301 batting average, third highest
ca a Walter’s tcam which flnlshed
third during regular scasan before
winning the LCBL playolfs, quall-
fying for the prestigious AAABA
Tournament.

Over the summer, Pendell man-
aged to play Connle Mack Leaguc
baseball and also in the Motro
Summer Hockey League.
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By Brzsd Emons
=} ataft weiter

-|' JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Jeif Pen-
dell approaches bascball the same
way he plays bockey ~— he makes
contaet. N

The recent Livonla Churchlll
High grad is, as adept hitting a
baseball as he is dellvering 2 stap

shot. .

During the winter, the right
winger was a standout for the
Chargers' hockey squad and one cf
the Suburban Prep League's lead-
ing scorers. (He made second-team
All-Observer honora.}

And thls week at the All-Amerl-
.can Amateur Bascball Assoclatlon
Tournament, Pendell, an inficlder
..and designated hltter, Is providing
'some additional punch [n Walter's
,Appliance effense, collecting six
"'hits In 15 trips, o .400 average

(through four games), facing col-
lege pitchers who are often three
years hls senlor,

“I just try to hit the other way,
I'm not a power swinger,” said the
right-band hitting Pendell,

! PENDELL'S SUMMER sandlot
Vexplolts are even more amazing
dup {5 the fact that he skipped his
spring high school season. .
Pendell forfelied his eligtbllity
* at Churchil] when he played last
| March in the Michigan All-Stater
.| Hockey Game at the Redford Are-
na, .

.} Because the game was not sane-
tlaned by the Michigan High School
Athtetle Assoctation, he was forced
to make a declslon.

“I looked at It as a once In a life-
time thing,” sald Pendell of the un-
sanctioned game. “But I declded
the pros outwelghed the cons. I dls-
cussed It (with Churchill baschall
], coach Herb Osterland), but he left
the decislon up to me."”

Pendell was the offcnslve stand-
cut in the lopslded all-star game,

Continued from Page 1

.| .- Detrolt hit three homers, inciud-
.|'Ing Karcher's second of the tour-
ney. |
But It was Livonia's 85 come-
| from-behind win Monday against
| Youngstown (hat had Point Stadi-
+.|.um buzzing. -
" Right-hander Mike Brincko had
the Livontans stymicd through sev-
en lonings, allowing just six hits
and one run.
Manager Robert Mingo, howev-
«l.er, made a cuclous move, llfting

Jett Pendell
enjoyed summer in sun

scorlng four goals for the victorl-
ous team.

BUT PENDELL ADMITS he
missed playlng for the Chargers'
bascball team.

“It was hard, especlally when
the guys came In all exclted after a
win,” sald Pendell. X

In late May, Pendell still had the
baseball bug and declded to try out
far coach Mike Keller’s team [n the
Livonia Collegiate Baseball
League.,

“I hadn’t picked up a ball alt
year,” Pendell sald, “and the first
day of tryouts I couldn't pick up the
ball, but *Stick’ (Keller's nlckname)
sald he understood. He told me that
it I worked hard, I would maybe
:;:l 19' play a little bit here and
e

re.

Pendcll started the season play-
ing shortstop, but moved to second
when Ken Droplewski (Wayne Me-

~morial High and Henry Ford Com-
munity College) carned a spot in
the starting lincup.

PENDELL'S OFFENSIVE out-
put remalned consistent through-
out the season. He fInished with a

LCBL rep made strong showing

the Akron University pitcher to
start the'cighth.

Uslng left-handed rellever Rob-
ert Sakey, who was bounced around
in Saturdny’s 12-0 loss to Detrolt,
Livonta rallied for five runs after
traltipg 5-1.

George and Gotts cach knocked
In runs, cutting the deficlt to 5-3,

Sturtz followed with another big
hit, ripplng a single to teft to tle up
the ball game. Dave Houghtby's
single then brought home the go-
ahead run, scoring Gotts with the
game-winner.

“IBuff Whelan rebounds to win Series

.chance in baseball because they

And In another twlst of irony,
Pendell admj! he kit Coll

League (20 and under) pltching bet-
ter than high school-age hurlers,

“In Connle Mack (18 and under)
the pltching confused me,” Pendell
sald. “It was wild aud slow. It
scems llke I hit better when “the
pltching is better,”

Because of his modest success
here in Johnstown, Pendell is won-
dering what sport he should try
when he arrives Aug. 26 on the
Western Michlgan University cam-
pus In Kalamazoo.

“RIGHT NOW 1 don’t know,”
sald the walk-on candidate, who
plans to major in business. “I ha-
ven't had ony contact with the
conches, I wrote a leiter to the
baseball coach, but I just got back
the normal response (‘Thanks for
your Interest’). I may have a better

carry more people, whoereas the
hockey team lost only two guys.”

But his first cxperlence at the
AAABA tournament has been 2
frultful cne.

"I dldn't know what to expeet at
this place, but it’s great,” Pendell
added. “I thought my baseball ca-
reer was over, but glnce my sum-
mer has gone so well, I've started
thinking more about baschall It’s
made me think about Jt.”

0Of course, hockey scason is just
around the corner for Pendell, too,

“The 3-2 pitch was too close to
take,” said Sturtz, Livenla’s lead-
Ing RBI man In the tourney. “With
2 3-2 count and the bases loaded,
the ball came high and [n. I just got
my wrists out front.””

Livonla seored its other run [n
the seventh on an RBI single by
Pendell, N

Joe Mackiewlez worked the first
six Innings on the mound for Livo.'
nia before glving way to Buchler,
the Hhlsdale College sophomare,
who pitched three innings, altowing
one run en three hits to plek up his
second win of the tourney.

.y|  First lmpresslons — how misleading.

Buff Whelan Chevrolet manager Dr. Joe Arends’ ear-
1y Impresslon of hls team's chances In the Natlonal Am-
ateur Baseball Federation College Division World Se-
ries in Dayton, Ohio, would be slim.

. Who could blame him after Whelan lost Its opening
game [n the four-team, doub]
17-10 to Miami of Ohio last Friday? Whelan's chances
for success dlpped further Saturday; they (ralled the
host team, the Dayton Yankees, 5-1 going Into the
elghth Innlng,

“We were slx outs from climination,” safd Arends. “1
was thinking about checking out and paying our hotel
bill, and stopping for burgers on the way huine.”

But Whelan, which won the NABF reglonal at Livo-
nla's Ford Ficld Aug. 6, rallicd. The Detrolt Adray
League team scored nine runs In the eighth inning

WHELAN FOLLOWED that with a 13-9 victory over
New York Clty Saturday, setting up a two-game cham-
pionship duel against Miam! on Sunday. Whelan needed
wins In both games, and they got them, 11-4 In the flrst
and 4-0 in the sccond, thanks to a pitchlng gem by Kev-
in Knoche.

Knoche hurled 5% Innings of no-hit ball in the {inale
before allowing a bad-bounce single. His performance
carned him tournament most valuable player honors.

Also honored were Dave Arends, who captured the
tournament batting champlon trophy by hitting .429,
and Tom Yorklson and Cralg Mayes, who were named
to the all-tournament team.

Whelan committed nine errors In its openlng-game
loss to Miami. But ageinst Dayton, they battled back
behind a two-run double by Yorklson and a triple by

Ing a run.

Rick Karchar (right), who was out on this play
during a rogular-season game, provided some

Karcher’s homers create

key hits for Walter's Home Appliance in the na-
tiona! tournament at Johnstown, Pa.

stir at Johnstown tourney

By Brad Emons
staff writor

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Rick Karcher needed a wake-up
call.

And once he answered the alarm, his baseball carcer
was back on track.

The 6-foot-5, 210-pound slugger out of North Farm-
ington High Is making hls presence known this week at
the All-Amerlcan Amateur Baseball Associatlon Tour-
nament .

During the first three days of play, Karcher, enterlng
hls second year at Henry Ford Community College, was
8-for-11, but the talk centered arcund a pair of towering
homers he clubbed, one agalnst host Coca-Cola and the
other on the flrst day of play agalnst Youngstown, Qhio,

His threc-run blast Monday sparked Detrolt Adray
Appliance to an 11-6 victory Monday over host Pepsi of
Jobinstown.

But it was only a year ago that Karcher wondered
where he was headed and in what directlon.

Recruited late in the summer of 1987, only months
after graduating from North, Karcher was signed as a
piteh by Indiana U A

“If 1 had to do it all over agaln, 1'd go to a junlor
college," Karcher said. “Basically I wasted a year at
Indiana. It was definitely a ot different than high
?‘choo‘l. For 2 lot of kids I'd recommend Juntor college

rst.” °

ADMITTEDLY a medlocre high school student with
average work hablts, Karcher found himself over his
head'In Bloomington.

“I was living on my own and maklng my own deci-
sions for the first time . . . being away from home was
tough," he sald. “I dldn't know anybody and it (1U} was
highly structured academ!cally. And to boot 1 was com-
mitted to baseball three to four hours a day. Indiana
was a disclplined, structured program. I needed to
budget my time better.”

When he couldn't earry his weight in the elassroom,
Karcher came back home, entoliing for coach Sty Rose
at Henry Ford. N

“All I thought about was playlng Big 10 bascball, but
1 wasn't ready for what went along with it,”" Karcher
sald. “Slnce the grade trouble, I think I've matured lot
and now 1 know what [ want. Geltlng to Henry Ford
helped me tremendously.” .

KARCHER enjoyed a frultful year with the Hawks.
He led the team In homers (7) and RBI, while also

pulllng a 1.0 grade-polnt average. He carrled 15 eredit’

hours last semester, taking such courses as biology and

ath. -

And with his bookwork rounding Into form, Karcher's
powerful hitting carried over to the sandlot ranks this
summer as he led the Detroit Adray League in RBI He
also boasted a respectable .338 batting average.

and occaslonally first, drew the Interest of pro scouls
during the JC season, but was passed aver in the Major
Leaguc amateur draft In June.

“I talked to scouts and I was told I would be drafted,
but it didn't happen," said Karcher. “There was cven
talk I could sign as a free agent.

“But if I can have a great year next year with Henry
Ford, I think I'll go.

“It doesn't hurt me right now {not belng drafted). I'm
not galng to rush I, but I want to play pro ball some
day.”

~.

THAT DAY MAY come sooner than expected as
Karcher's power stroke has intrigued a slew of scouts
who've converged on Johnstown.

The pros llke his potentlal, a cleanup batter with de-
cent speed. Enterlng his third year of college, Karcher |
Is still young and still has room to galn welght and
strength. {He does not turn 20 untll September and will
have another scason of elligibllity in Adray League.)

“1 may have to deelde between a Dlvision 1 school or
the draft,” sald the lanky Karcher. “After next year at
Henry Ford, I'll have two extra years (of school). I'd
have to think about it. Will it help make me a better
player, or should I slgn now? If I declide to play pro ball,
1 could have it written into my contract so that they
would pay for the rest of my schoollng. I'll have to think
about it when the time comes.”

As a high schooler, Karcher was labeled as a piteher,
a tag which was hard ta shake.

“Idldn’t rcally have an outstanding fastbal? and I had
some mechanlcal problems with my delivery,” he said,
“But I've always loved to hit the ball, I've batted fourth
all my life.”

A three-sport athlete at North (he also played footbal)
and basketball), Karcher safd that “I was always nc-
tive”

But Karcher wasn't actlve or serlous enough about his
sports or academte career durlng his prep days,

“1 WAS JUST a guy who carried a 2.2 (GPA) and
really didn't think much about It,” he sald, “Ilearned a
Tot when I was at Indlana. I also matured in my attitude «
toward sports. I'm more serious about my work hablts
because I'know I'll possibly make it (bascball) a carcer.
In that way it was beneflcla).”

Ironleatly, another North grad, Joe Sturtz, another
hard-hitting left ([elder playing in the AAABA Tourna-
ment for Walter’s Appliance of Livonla, |s headed this
fall for Indiana on a bascball scholarship.

- Karcher sald he has talked to Sturtz, a longtime
sandlot teammate, about pratialls of llving on a big
campus and playing in a big-time program.

“If he develops good study habits, he'll be all right,”
Karcher sald. “And he'll know some of the upperclass-
men that are already there like Marty Wolfe (a Walter's
player fram West Bloomfleld). He'll have somebody to
follow and he'll know what they expect. He can do it. I

against Dayton to win 10-6.

Dave Feys and a single by Brad Thompson, each scor-

1]
% With the new bawling season approach-
ng, many Jeague meetings arc taking
place around town, Deeislons are made,
* Qquestlons arlse and rules are discussed.
mong the hot toplcs usually ls whether
o seck sponsors for the teams, and
whether or not fo be ABC/WIBC sane-
tioncd. As for sanciloning, the moderate
{$6 per person) fea goes a long way and is.
without much reom for argument, a vita)
“part of bowling. Remember, bowlers, If
you are ln more than one sanctioned
Teague, you only pay once, 30 let your sec.
retary know. ° .
The ABC/WIBC sanctloning also in-
cludes bondlng for the league's offlcers,
permancnt records of all averages, rec.
ognltion of honor scores, lndlvidua)
¢ record sheets, the rule book and guide-
« lincs for operation of the league, Of
¢ course, Il someone bawls a 300 game thoy
- receive a ring also, and there are rings
* glven for 209 and 298 games and an 800
» serise, The local assoclatlons also shars
> n tho seveques from the annual fee, and
they provide many valuable services lo
the feague.
' Each secretary gols the annual year-
' book which lists al) local lnagnes"nnd

someone who has & business, this would
be the easiest approach, or 3 you are &
regular customer of a partlcular busi-
ness, doo't be afrald to ask. The cost of
sponsoring a team is qulte reasonable,
and the benedlts Include: A good advertls-
ing format; Goodwill [n the communlty,
The cost can be “cxpensed™ by most busl-
neases; The compzny name is displayed
all seazon long. Team members wilf usy-
ally patronize thelr sponsors more, thus
resulting lo extra busipess. In some In-
nces, the sponsor may elect to pay the
sanctioned fees In addition to the cost of
shiris,
® Youlh bowling [s a very Important
aspect of the bowling scene, and a vital
part of the youth program is the avajl-
abllity of good coaching. It takes a lot of
patience and understanding to work with
the kids 50 when Ed Wrlght of Farming-
ton Hills was awarded honors from
'YABA ns "Coach of the Year” recently, It
Es only {ltting and proper that ke be rec-
ognlzed for an excellent Job. Ed I the
coach of the Saturday Youth Clasale
League at Country Lanes, the Wednesday
high school league, ho asslsts in the Mon-
. day Nite Pro Shop Youth Doubles at
D

cach average. In
. Detrolt there ere approximately 200,000
' men and women partictpating tn ABC or
WIBC leagues. This number is far greater
shan that of any other city Im the USA. If
you add tho youth bowlers to that nos
' ber, plus some non-sanctioned leagues,
there aro about a quarter of a mlllion
bowrlers in this area. That ix why wo are
truly called the “Bowling Capital of the
World."

N I
2 © This'pro-seoson [s also'a time to go
out and find spontsors, that la |f your
Teagua Is tho type that has sponsors. 1
yha baro Lo Took for & gponsar, here s

o

seme ndvlea, I ycu perconally know

Lanes and is director of the
Sunday Youth Travel League. EJ Bowls
ln three leagues himself, Including the
Greenllcld Mixed League with his wite
Pat. This [s a real bowling famlly as
daughter Julle and son Scott ars avld
youth league membery,

Ed Wright is on member of the greater
Detrolt city board of directors of the
YABA, state of Michigan YADA, Director
of tho greater Detrolt youth leaders, and
asslstant director of the Gtate of Micht-

gan Youth Jeaders for youth bowling. If

that Lan't & busy enough schedule, he also
13 & teacher at North Farmington High
School and Coach/Instructor for the state

of Michigan YADA. A» & school teacher,

Karcher, a left-hander whe normally plays ]cll tleld

10-pin ailey

i

Fv%\ 4 Al

2R Harrison

Ed bas been named teacher of the year
three Umes In the past 10 years. He
teaches accounting, business law and psy-
chology. Ed Is also an avid golfer, flsher-
man and finds some Ume for racquetball
as well. He ls available for private bowl-
ing lessons, for call him at

team averages are §75.675 with a 160
mazimum indlvidual average. There are
openings In the Fridoy in the Friday
Mixed League at ©:30 pm. & l4-team
league, @ nice soclal league with g

competltion. There Is & 3:30 p.m. Sunday
“A Singles League™ open to ail

AT7-5047.

@ There are stili two tryout sesslons
golng on for hla Sunday Youth Travel-
linbg League, on Tuesday, Aug. 15 at
Taylor Lanes and Saturday, Aug. 19 at

singles and couples with four to a team
and a shorter scason starting Sept, 24,

& Things are geiting all “revved up"
agaln at Country Lanes as the new seascn

Lanes in Hills,
Thls Jeagus s open to any youlh bowlers
from ages 11 and up and averaglng 120
or more.'For detalls, ca)) Ed at the same
number mentloned. -

# At Bel Alre Lanes on Orchard Lake
Road, the Tuesday irlo league had a 268
high game from Daryl Rollins and a 694
high, series by John King. In the Un-
Mized League Nick Aclto led the way

L wlth a 243 while the top Lxdy was Jean
Ruchouen at 208, The Famlly Twosome
had Gary Burgess $9 plns over average.

Bel Alre bas somo good league openings

parcularly with the west slda men’s
teagua expanding. They start at 8:30 Fri-
day nights and tesm averaga is 850 to
973, They bow} a split scason and the
Jackpota are usually worth chootlng for.
‘The Tuaaday sexson and the Jackpots are
usuzlly worth shootlng for, The Tuesday
Nite Junlor House Leagus has openlngs
or four-man leams at 9:30 pm. The,

There are plenty of good
league openings for whalever suits you.

There are weekly mixed leagues seeking

more bowlers at 8 and & pm. on Satur.
days and Sundays with every other week
leagues also running on weekends, Tho
Monday Nite Men's League wilh a 6:15
pm. start has for {lve-man
teams with plenty of quality competlilon,
Tuesday Night (he Littla BIIVs Classic at

+ 9:13 p.m. has soma openings as well as
tho Ldles Classic at the same time slot.
There are more openings on Wednesdays
at 6:15 p.m. for five-man teams, and the
Junlor Housa Leagus at #:15 pm. has
some room.

® The Thursday Mized Claxsic Leagua
<an use some good bowlers wilh team av-
crages 625 and up. The Friday Ladles
Noon Classic bas some open spots az docs
tho Ledles Nito Leagno with & 8:15 pm.
stzrting time. Thers aro lots of openings

ecision to sanction league carries benef

during the weekdays for tadles and sentor
bowlers. The Saturday youth program,
with Ed Wright and friends has some
availabllity with scholarship money to
bowl for, offering quallty coaching for
the Junlors and lots of good fun.

& Wonderland Lanes on  Plymouth
Road In Livonla has some openings in the
Tuesday Nite Classic League at §:30 pn,
with 2 940 minimum team average and
good prize money and fackpots, This is a
handicapped format and can use o few
more good bowlers or teams. The
Wednesday Night Moose Mized League
bas an 3:30 starting slot and would wel.
come any and all Moose members to
come on down. The Wednesday Night
Junjor House League can use some more
bowlers at 8:18, and there I3 & Ladles
Trio League at 9:30 p.m. Tuesdays with
openings. The team averages are 450 to
325, For Information on Wonderland
Bowl's leagues calt 427-1060,

@ hiayflower Lanes in Rediord was
the scenc of good summer league eetlon
as the Tuesday Nite Men's League fea-
(ured Dan Dudel with 2 247 game and 613
seties, Mike Motley at 234, Dan Fetter at
233 and Bod Watker with a 328 game,

In the ' Wednesday Queens, Sherry
Waalelowski led the way wilh a 263 game
and 646 seriea, Mary Ellen O'Rourke shot
& 201, In the Thursday Mixed League,
Tom Ellington registered a 323 with a
€00 serics, Tim Blackwell & 319, Al Sin-
gleton 213, John Plotrowski 218 and Dave
Elkins 212,

The Family Twosome Leagus men's
results were: Randy Tuttle 211, Paul Na-
gel 229, Bl Jones 615 series; women:
Amy Landon 244, Judy Tuttle 210 and
Colleen Nagel 860 serles; Derek
Takala 323/852, Charles Bowden 198/

learncd the hard way."

ts

805, girls: Lorl Landon 1B4 and Falth
‘Takala 17p/468.

@ The $30,000 Ladles Pro Bowlers
Tour Michigan Classlc has just taken
place at Satellite Bowl In" Dearboen
lelghts, This turned out to be one of the
most exclting bowling events in recent
memory. More great games and matches
than anyone could e:

The winner turned out to be the local
star of the Ladles Tour, Aleta Sll, who
beal another arca bowler, Dede David-
son. The finals. will be alred on TV localty
«Im PASS Cable on Sept. ¢ and agaln Oct.

Each mateh had its thrills as Sill and
Davldson were all tied after nine frames.
Alcta’s turn was {irat and she fllled the
frame with a strike and apare, giving
Deda the chance (o double with her flrst
shot in the 10th. Dede's first ball was a
high pocket hit leaving tha 7-10 split, and
there went the match and firat place to
Aleta, the top money winner on the ladies
pro tour,

S(1l 1s & former resident of Westland
and Conton, and currently lives In Dear-

- born. Davidson ks from Southgate. David-

s0n was outstanding In her matches,
reaching the finals, by defeating Robin
Romeo, 244-23%; Lorris Nichols, 238-215;
and in a terrifle match, winning a real
"batile” agalnst Tish Jolnson, 270-288.
Highlights during match play were a 300
gamae by none other than Aleta Sil, ber
12th perfect game In her career, a 290 by
Leila Wagnér who finlshed pth and & 208
§amo also by Aleta,

Other local area bawlers who finished
In the 36 cach poslilons were Cheryl Stip-
cak of Canton In 18th place; Darlens Mar-

row also of Canton, 31st; Dawn DeVitlsof .

Livonla, in 33rd placesand Cheryl Dan-

lels, of Detrolt, 36th,




