The historic home of David Johnston
and his wile, Ruth Johnson, now in a new

location in Farmington Hiits, is the for-

Something 3@@@@5
Farm house makes historic register

By Noroen Flack
staff writer

‘The gravel driveway leads to the
farmhouse that slts alone, nestled
among overgrown brush and un-
::T;:Chm carth on the other side of the

The spaclous lot scems hidden
{rom busy streets and loud cars —
hidden from signs of city life,

On Aug. 1, the carefully restored
1845 Cornclius Davis House was add-
ed to the State Reglster of Historic
Sltes. The Michlgan Historical Com-
misslon called it “a fine example of
early rural Greek Revival archltee-
ture.”

LIt is a very simple home," sald
David McCall Johnston, co-owner.
“That's what makes it so special.”

The white house, in northern
Farmington Hills, consists of a two-
story temple form, constucted of
hand-hewn post and beam. A two-
story cll of balloon frame construc-
tion and porch were added about flve
years after the origlnal construction.

The origlnal owner, Cornelius
Davls (177G-1868), a native of Eng-
land, is sald to have been a pioneer
of the “English settlement” of
Farmington Township. Davls was a
town carpenter and cooper.

THE FARMHOUSE beeame
Gravlin's Drive-In, a small produce
stand, In the 1930s and stood as a
“country” landmark untll 1985 when
Joseph Gravlln, son of Charles Grav-
Yin, decided to scll his home and
property to Crystal Centre Assocl-

peéple

ntes because of declining business,

The current owners, David McCall
Johnston, an Intcrnationally re-
nowned artist, and his wife, Ruth
Mossok Johnson, manager of The
Johnstor  Collectlon, bought the
house through the Farmington Hills
Historic District Commission In
1985, Thelr purchase ended the pos-
slbillty of demoalitton.

They've lived In the house, at a
new location, since 1986 with thelr 7-
year-old son, Jordan. “Jordan has a
real respect for this house,” Ruth
Johnson said. “He loves and cares
for these things because he has
grown up with them.”

The house survived a buzzsaw
split in 1985 when the large struc-
ture was moved from Northwestern
Highway and 13 Mile and reassem-
bled six months later at a nearby
t%-acre site in Farmington Hllls,
near the village of Franklln.

The move, assisted by architect
Betty Lee Scydler-Sweatt, a historlc
restoration professor at Lawrence
Technological Unversity tn South-
field, brought the house to a more
sgcludcd area, away (rom commer-

‘RANDY GORST/stal! phowwlohor

mer Gravlin house at Northwestern
Highway.and 13 Mile.

THE DISTINCT Greek Revival
features are displayed best In the
front porch, which covers the main
entrance of the house and Is mppon-
ed by solld wooden posts painted in
dark green.

Inside, delicate remnants are
carefully mixed with contemporary
fixtures and deslgns. These mixes,
brought together by the owners’ Indi-
vidual tastes, scem to strip away the
“museum look™ and add a liveliness
not found in most historical homes.

The American Indlan-style dinlng

room dlsplays corn husk bags and a
George Catlln print. An assembly of
chalrs dating back as far as 1790 and
1815 are arranged around a 20th
century while table,

“Thls house is 50 much of who we
are,” Johnson sald., “It displays a
passlon for everything we do.”

‘The contemporary-revival mix ex-
tends to the kitchen. The black and
white checkered tile covers a once-
wooded floor that could not have
held Johnson's six-ton industrial
stove needed to prepare some of her
favorite dishes. And the “ultra mod™
Kovacs lighting appolnts the kitchen
as the * ‘80s” room In the house.

Decellning to reveal the amount
spent on the restoration, Johnston
sald it was a “huge Investment.”

THE ARTIST’S work, The Joho-

surrounded the house on Nnn.hwut-

.
A small barn and shed, both from
the origlnal site, also were moved.

ston Ca , reveals another sto-

ry.

He calls his early works “phan-
tasy" drawings, which have been
used as {llustrations in children's

Shot narrowly misses
2 asleep in apartment

A gunshot fired from the unit above narrowly missed
a couple asleep in a bedroom at Farmington Manor
Apartments, ch Mile and Tuck, carly Wednesday.

“The bullet probably mlssed them by a couple of
feet,” said Detective Darnel Krause of the Farmington

Hills Police Department.

“Fortunately, the gun, when flred, was pointed at the
floor on an‘angle. If it had been polnted stralght down, it

could've hit either person in bed.”

Charges are pending against the 43-year-old man who
rents the apartment above and the 31.year-old South-

field man who actually fired the gun.

POLICE GAVE this account of what happened:

After returnlng from 2 nearby bar, the Farmington
Hills man took out a .44-callber revolver to show his
friend. Two rounds were n the chamber; the hammer

etroit pitcher Hudson

and cylinder were paositioned so a pull of the trigger
would fall on an empty chamber,

But the Farmington Hills man cocked the gun before
handing It to his friend, unfamiliar with guns. So when
the frfend polnted the gun at the floor, he pulled the

trigger instead of lowering the hammer and sent a

round into the floor,
‘The bullet went through the celllng of the unit below,
ker.

Jjust above the bed. It hit a stereo s;

peal
A man who had been asleep told police he could feel
the bullet whiz by. He then heard volces from the unit

above and heard someone say, “I'm sorry.”
In the unit above, police found the gun in a drawer,

{lred and unfired cartrid
spent round in the {loor,

Necdless to say, the couple, ln their 20s, “bad 2 hard
time going back to sleep,” Krause said.

ges beneath a mattress and a

breaks legs in accident

Contlpuod from Page 1

has asked that everybody keep him
En thelr prayers.”

Hudson, alone in a 1985 Mercury
Cougar, was going south on
Northwestern Highway at Welling-
ton, just west of Inkster Road, at
210 a.m. when he passed another
car, cut back in, then lost control,

His car skidded sldeways Into a
utility pole on the south slde of the
road, tilting the pole and shearing
his car In half at the firewall. The
road was dry, investigators sald.

THE ENGINE compartment was

Todged agalnst a Detroit Edison pote,
The passenger compartment came

. to a atop 10 feet nwny. agalrst a 10+

{oot-tall pine tree.

1t look limﬂghlnrs. uslng a Jaws
of Llfe and other extrlcation tools,
45 minutes to free Hudson, whose
right leg was ploned.

“He's ene lucky person,” sald Al
Ellls, the first fireflghter on the
scene. “He was consclous and talking
to us, although he dldn't remember
exactly what had happened.”

Hudson spent two hours In ortho-
pedle surgery at Providence Hospl-
tal, )

It's not knawn If alcchol or other
drugs were a factor, said Lt. Jack
Brown of the Farmington Hills Po-
lice Department. .

Traffic investigators will subpoe-
na Hudson's hospital records If.they
determine there's probable canse
that alcohol or other druga played a
role [n the accident, police sald.

Hudson was not wearing a seat
belt. Pollce weren't sure how fast he
was golng in the $0-mph zone. No
tckets were issued pending comples
tion of the investigation, Brown sald.

Hudson 13.0ut for tho rest of the
baseball zeason. |

Before' this scason, Hudson was
traded from the New York Yankces
to the Tigers for Tom Brookens. Thls
scason, Hudson had & 1.5 won/lost
record In 17 appearances. His eal
run average {8 6.38.

Mediator expected in teacher talks

A stato medi d to

is
oversee negotlatlons Tuesday be-
tween the Farmington school board
ke 740-member teachers unlon.

Downplaying the mediator’s pres-
ence, Susan Zurvalee, employee te-
lations divector for the 10,700-stus
dent dlstriet, sald Farmington Pub-
- 1ic Schools wants to “look at every
* alternative possible to try to reach

an ag: before schoal begins
next week.
Already the district and lhe Farm-

ipgton Education Asseclation have
come to a tentative agreement in
which teachera would report to work
on Aug. 29, opening day of classes,
They would also report the previous
day to prepare for the start of the
new academle year, Zurvalee sald. ~

Union representatives couldn’t be
reached for comment.

“‘We'ro optimistie,” sald Zurvalee, -

who declined to name major bar-
galning fssues,

Sinco June 14, the teacker's nnlon,
part of the M.lcnlgnu Educatichs As.
soclalion, end district representa-
tlves have met for 45 houra In 18
meetings.
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Davld Johnston (left) and his wite, Ruth Johnson ,In his art studio, 'l'he cal ln the Iower vigm . '-

corner is named Geppeotto.

books and for commereial projects
with companies such as the Franklin
Mint and Steuben Glass,

Leadlng away from commercial
art and into the fine arts, Johnston
sald his more recent folk art pleces
are styled In “Americana History,”-

with the originals priced between
$4,000 and 320 000 aplece.

His intricately detailed paintings
are arranged throughout the house.
Johnston has lived in four other his-
torical homes, all of which he sald

have Insplred hls work.

Selected prints can be bought at
Knotlwood Art Frames & Gallery in
West Bloomfield,

Johnston's palntings hang from
New York to Nate, France, in many
galleries and locations.

His works have been featured in
many publications. The December
1989 cover of “Country Home Maga-
2ine” will feature the 1845 Cornclius
Davls House In Johnston's painting,
“Returning Home."”

Locally, originals from The John:
ston Colicetion will be dlsplayed at «

which he shared with Ruth Johoson. -

Her search to buy.a historical ~
home led her to Franklin 10 years
ago. She met David outside his-for-:
mer home, which be shared with his.~
three children from a previous mar-,
riage.

We w:lmmc Jacobsos

GIVE COLOR BY MARTEX®

What a marvelous idea! Every bride
would be delighted with thick,
deep pile pima cotton “"Luxor’’ towels
JSor her new home. Note the colors!
English rose, claret, desert sand,
elderberry, ebony, ecru. everglade,

pale jade, Moroccan blue, peach, :
pewter, sable, slate, white, - 3
tangerine and wild plum. . N
Bath towel, 13.50; Hand towel, §8; .
Fingertip towel, $4; Wash cloth, 3.50;
Bath mat, $18; Bath sheet. szs.

Jacobson's

Closed on Sunday.
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