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' ATOUR of Boys Republic last week showed
that the temporary home for delinquent
P boys in Farmington Hills is deflnitely
sy more secure Lhan in the past.
.+ But the hourlong visit also reinforced our
p about the medi ¢ facility for
fyards of the state.
4 It underscored that the new assessment pro-
gram is a new use of the land and should have
been reviewed by the board of zoning appeals.
“*"Moreover, it revealed that repeat offenders tn-
“Jeed are on campus in both the long-term treat.
‘ment program and the short-term assessment
.grogram — which nelghbors dldn't know.
«z-What bothers us most Is that the community
tearned ahout the scope of the changes on the
~wooded, 80-acre campus only through an inqulr-
1ing group of neighbors.
Farmington Hills leaders have asked officlals
of the private, non-profit, soclal service agency
- to describe campus changes and answer querles
“at the city council meeting next Monday.
+ > But that exchange is way overdue. City leaders
“knew about the changes in March. They must be
held accountable for not delving into them
sooner.
Their lack of oversight has fueled the rumor
mill. Neighbors, hearing about fenced basketball -
courts, locked bedrooms and 24-hour avdlo mon-
itoring, fear hard-core felons have invaded their
quiet nelghborhood at Nine Mile and Inkster,
+:' THERE'S A clear need for facilities like Boys
Republic to glve wayward kids another chance to
turn around their lives. Farmington Hills isn’t
' turning its back on that civic responsibility.
" . But the community has a right to know who's
-housed at Boys Republic, It's as simple as that.
Heck, it wasn't until last week the public
arned that Boys Republic no longer houses only
“boys from broken homes and who are guilty of
- nothing more than petty crimes.
* It was learned the campus also is home to
k-some boys who have committed more than one
[" serious crime: burglary, car theft, drug posses-

sion.»
';', Phyllis Griffin, Boys Republic exccutive di-

Lir

Time has passed it by. The Detrolt

Piston’s have moved, the Michigan

Panthers are history, and the Dome ex-

perienced a. $1.5 milljon deficit last year. Now

baby boomers who crammed the facility to

watch rock concerts, are seeking a seat In a more
intimate setting.

That's why we believe that Pontiac State Rep.
Charlie Harrison's legistation to increase the ho-
tel tax In Oakland County to shore up a strug- .
gling concern is nothing more than throwing
good money after bad.

FEQ HE SILVERDOME should be cut adrift.

FOR YEARS the ( s of have

vs Republic
?H’our reinforces our concerns

. . . the new assessment program '
is a new use of the land and

should have been reviewed by the
board of zoning appeals.

rector, and state officlals stress that no violent
criminals would ever be housed in Farmiugton
Hills,

WE HAVE no reason to doubt them. The
treatment program has evalved over the past 18
years but it hasn't endangered the community.
But we're stil) uncasy about boys in the assess-
ment program.

The assessment program, in combination with
Increased staff and renovated housing vnits, has
ylelded tighter security, in turn, curtailing tru-
ancy and making the neilghborhood safer, cam-
pus officials say. g

In exchange for improving campus security.
the state, strapped for beds for delinguents, will
continue to send more boys to Boys Republic. As
part of 2 one-year agreement, the campus will
recelve a higher daily payback, which will help
pay off a $1 mlllion mortgage taken for security
Improvements.

Instead of being placed there by the state after
assessment, boys in the new program still must
be assessed before the state places them for
long-term treatment. :

Boys Republic can refuse a boy for the assess-
ment program or can seek reassignment of trou-

, ble-makers.

State offlcials say their pre-assessment
screening of each boy and his family — and their
assurance no boy sent to Boys Republic requires
maximum security — should negate any fears
that the assessment program i3 a greater risk to
the community than the treatment program,

We're about the pro-

Red flags are marring
plans for peace march

SKEPTICS HAVE his

motives, partly because of uncer- *

tainty about his credentials.

But growing support for hls
planned peace march and rally on
Sunday, Oct. 15 in Farmington has
relnforced hls resolve.

“We're on the move. I don't think
we can be stopped. I feel llke a dam
has broken,” says Derwin Success, a
lay staff member at Berea-St, Paul's
United Methodist Church In High-
land Park and the sparkplug behind
the new communlty coalition, Love
Force United.

A political opportunist he's not.
That's why Success, & black member
of a biracial famlly victimized by
racial alurs In thelr Farmington

gram because the need for beds for delinquents is
critical. But it's still a new use of the land —
subject to zoning board approval.

Shlverdomne
Time to cut money loser loose

I the Silverdome is to make it, it
should be made to do so on its
own, without burdening
taxpayers or hotel owners who
benefit little.

funding will enable them to bring new events lo
the -Silverdome. But taxpayers shouldn't be
forced to gamble ofi what has proven to be a
risky investment.

When flrst constructed, the Silverdome was &

been forced to subsidize this business to the tune
of $800,000 arnually. Initially, many supported
the concept with good reason. Pontiac was a
struggling city. The Sllverdome, it was argued. -
would attracl new businesses, create jobs and
bring a renewed prosperity to the area.

But none of that has happened. Although Oak-
land County has experienced a breath-tuking
economic expansion, Pontlac still struggles. And
the area around the Silverdome s barren.

To add insult to Injury, struggling Pontiac res-
idents have been forced to fork over $1.2 million
a year to support what has become the white cle-
phant of arena’s in the Detroit area.

And that $1.2 miltion would go a long way in
helping out a city badly In need of more cash.
Sitverdome offlctals claim that increased

The Silverdome experienced |
a $1.5 million deficit last year.
Thot's why we beliove that |
Pontiac Stato Rep. Charlle [}
Horeleon's legisiation to in-
crease the hotel tax in Oak-
land County to shore up a
struggling concern la nothing
more than {hfowing good: [
money after bad,

tate-of-the-art facllity. Seating B0,500, with.
102 private sultes and an inflatable roof to keep
out the cruel Mlehigan winters, it was a sight to
behold.

But nine football games from a perennlal loser
with a (ew tractor pulls in between a (inancial
success does hot make.

Bringing new events to the Silverdome will be
nothing more than window dressing. In truth, the
Silverdome was built in a location destined to
fail. It is like an aging automobile, out-of-style
and run down. Fans are flocking to more sophls-
ticated and contemporary facllities such as the .
Palace, Joe Louis Arena and the newly refurb-
ished Fox Theater.

If the Silverdome is to make It, it should be
made to do so on its own, withouf burdening tux-
payers or hotel owners who benefit litle.
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, opted out of the clty
councl! race after considering it.

He didn’t want politics contami-
nating hls real dream: promoting ra-
clal harmony. and defusing racial un-
rest.

ON MONDAY, the Farmilngton
City Council gave hls group the
green light to meet on the lawn and
steps of the clty hall Immedlately af-
ter the march to hold a peaceful ral-
ly io support of ethnle unity.

Love Force United now must con-
vince the councll to seck a parade
permit from the state to close Grand
River, a state higbway, for the
march. The route would be Mooney
to Liberty.

Parade permits require that the
state be released of liabtlity. So first
Lave Foree Unlted must line up o $1-
millon insurance policy protecting
the clty from any damago ‘claims
arising from the march.

Still, the city's conditional support
dovetails with the 78 people, at Love,
Force Usited's first meeting on Avg.
14, who “spoke from their hearts”
agalnst raclsm, Success said.

Ve o to do more than just
wave a flag. We need people. We
need to be a shinlng light. We no
longer can tolerate raclsm. We need
ashow of unity,”

SUCCESS, HIS wife. Dianna, and
thelr two young children have been
targets of hate messages since mov-
ing to thelr home on Shiawassee four
years age. Dlanna and the kids are
white,

Two days before Christmas In
1087, vandals spray-painted “Get
Qut Nigger” and “KKK" on the brick
and slding of hls well-kept home.

*When racin taunts picked up this
summer, Success fnstalled 2 tall
stockade fence around his back yard
to make hls home and hls family
more sccure.

Success has a right to ilve In
peace. But I'm concerned that he
calls himself a reverend and says he
has a doctorate when he's not or-
dained and hla highest degree Is a
master’s. I also don't understand his
distrust of the Farmington pollce,
who have stepped up patrols near his
house and wlill- aggressively-'prose-
cute anyone caught harassing him. ~

A peace march and rally should go

- a long way toward breaking down

racial barrlers. But for the event.to
sueceed, Derwin Success can't keep
ralsing red flags about himself.

ob Skiar is editor of the Farm-
ington Observer. '

Farmington readers’ forum
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Run-around
irks voter

To the'edltor:

Recently I turned 18 and I became
a registered voter. Although I am
glad that I am now a full-fledged
particlpant In Armcrican democracy,
@ part of my political self remains
unfulfliled.

At the time I reglstered to vote, I
mailed to Farmington Hills city
clerk Kathryn Dornan a form stating
1was a Democrat and wished to vote
In that party's 1992 presidential pri-

mary.

When I recelved my reglstration
card, however, it stated I had “no
preference” for the primary; there-

to understand.
Alex J, Grossberg,
Farmington Hllls

Media neglect
some outrages

To the edltor:
g the past several weeks, the

medin have kept us Informed,’

shocked and outraged at the slaugh-
ter and executlon of Chinese stu-
dents who demonstrate for democra-
¢y. In thus keeping this atroclty be-
fore us, the m¥dla are fulfllling thelr
mission,

On July 17, seven students were
shot by the Treasury Pollce of El
Salvador. In a country with a pepula-
tion of & million, this number is

fore, I was to p

1 tried calllng the clerk's office,
but I was told the person in charge of
such matters was out, and I would be
called back the following week. 1
was not called back.

1 did recelve from the clerk's off-
lce anather copy of the form, which I
promptly filled out and returned, ex-

ting another eard, or at least a

. phone call, verifylng my eligibility,

Dishearteningly, I recelved no re-
ply. I got a third copy from my gov-
ernment teacher and inafled it in,
which agaln resulted in nothing.
Mcanwhile, a frlend of minc who

- pegistered for the Republlean Party

primary recelved his card without a
hiteh.

1 always wondered why there
were 80 few Democrats in Farming-
ton Hills. But I think I'm beglaning

q! to about 2,000 Chinese
students.

The students were part of a dem-
onatratlon at the University of El
Salvadar In San Salvador, protesting

the abduction of between 15 and 20 -

students and faculty during the pre-
cedlng two weeks, Some of these
members of the university commu-
nity were beaten while in custody,
The prisonera were held one, two or
three days and then released.

As this letter Iy typed, the Treas-
ury Police surround the university.

The United States supports this
"dem::n I.I. of Eldas.lvadur with
aver ion per day, Clearly, the
United States has at least as ¥nnch
Interest In E1 Salvador as we do in

China,
Why do the medla allow gross vio-
lations of human rights in E1 Salva.
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dor to go unnoticed and unreported?

We have a right to know what our
tax dollars are supporting.

Yivian Compton,

Livenia

Ethics pivotal
to governing

Ta the editor:

Your Aug. 10 edltorlal, which re-
sponded to the “Hills Survey,” did
not nddress the central and cruclat
issue of government accountabill
ty— cthics.

This moral imperatlve impacts
upon every facet of lfe everywhere.
And from my experlence in speaking
to people throughout our city, the
verdict is dismal Indeed.

Some examples of extremely neg-
ative civic creditabllity are the Ar-
nold House (cven your paper deli-
cately phrases it as “a question
mark"), the JRO debacle on Drake
Road, the golf course restaurant
ploy, the Marks Lap-In fiasco, the
Harold Larson lree-cutting atfront
and the recent flooding disaster, to
name a few.

Without a clean sweep of the pres-
ent councll this Nov, 7, It will be
bualneas a3 usual. But with your con-
tinued support In exposing question.
able, If not unethical, practices by
clty government on every level, we
will obtaln better citizen representa-
tion with a higher quality of life en-
aulng for us &lf.

Albert Rosen,
Farmiogton Hllls
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