New view

Anthropologist makes |

his point through film

By Loutse Okruteky
staff writer

Phllip Singer’s use of a vidcocam.
era In hls anthropological field work
Isn't as unsual as his view that West-
ern soclety deserves as much profes.
slonal scrutiny as the most remote
village. .

Singer, a professor in the Qakland
University School of Health Sclenc-
s, has made it a career {o challenge
mainstream views In society and as
well as anthropology.

“We have Just as much exoticism
as in Bali, T want us to sce our own
Western Euwropean culture ang
American culture,” sald Singer, a
Buningham resident.

(e of his films follows the work
‘2 medicl |

‘We have just as much
exolicism as in Bali. |
want us to see our own
Western European
culture and American
culture.”

— Phil Singer

Another work, . “{rreversible
Coma' was filmed in Rochester and
shown recently before a meeting a
judges in the state of New York.
“The tssue is the right to live to and
the right to die,” Singer sald. "The
dead are kept alive through technol-
ogy. You're dead as far as your mind
is .

of woman who p
no) in a remote rural villuge but In a
trailer park in Pontlac,
Anthropologists are romantic
cnough in thelr thinking ‘to prefer
stydying societies more remote than
their vwn, he says. “They would
think she's nut as authentic as some-
one In the bush."
“There’s just as much anthropelo-
gY, in a bar in Flint as In Guyana,"
Singer said.

H

AUDIENCES FOR the films he
distributes himself have been llmit-
ed to the medlcal and academic
cotnmunities. His filtns are distribut-
ed through the World Health Organi-
zation, He's served WHO as a cun-
sultant In traditlonel mediclne.

Unlike many of his colleagues he
sees his fllms as more than academ.
ic:inquiry. In a discipline which has
logk but don'’t touch as a basic tenet,
Singer wants hls flims to describe
and confront Western culture.

i

s an awitude that hasn’t won
him the support of the traditional ac-
ademie comtnunity, “They would
juSt as soon not acknuwledge thet 1
eXist.” Snger,says of his colleagues.

«His {ilm, “Psychic Surgery: A
Case History of Shamanic Sleight of
Hand” shows people who say that
cgqn perform surgery without sca.
p«.:ls, Pecple who belicve in these
steight of hands technques aren't
lidnlted to rural areas of the Philip-
plpes.

“There are thousands of people In
Michigan who have gone to the Phil-
Ippines for these cures. But right
now they can go to Charlotte, -N.C.,
where travellng shamans are. They
travel all over doing these things,”
hesald. .

“I saw a man In New York Clty
who was treating United Nations
employees, upper middle class and
mjddle class persons. In five hours
the man made $10.000. People paid
h1=n in cagh.”

#FOR SINGER, It [llustrates again
that socleties aren't as Isotated from
ench other as they once were. “The
weorld has changed so dramatleally
thit you can no longer study cultures
intisolatlon. You can't just say say
someonc’s in a trance like state and
hds powers. You can’t do that: you
have to see the connectlon between
this and the comtnon Interest. You
have to expand the village lsolate
Info the globat vitlage.”

i

v

“We have technozembies. We're
just as primitive with our technolog-
Ical superiority as the most primi-
tive tribe.”

Singer recently finished shooting
and has yet to edlt a film'descr{blng
the work of an upstate New York
psychiatrist who believes that a life
long reglme of drugs Isn't the only
treatment for schizophrenla. “He
takes people who have spent 20, 30,
40, year In the back wards of hospi-
tals and gets them Into day care, off
of drugs,” Singer says. "Gradually
he restores bumanity to them. Ev-
erybedy wants to say it's a bio chem-
wal disorder, This Is another view of
the same subject.”

Using a video camera to document
his study of traditional heallng and
more accepted medlcal techniques
was once costly but technical ad-
vances have made It more conven-
ient. “The idea in anthropology has
always been to documcht what we
do, The stlll camera had always been
used, " Singer sald.

About 15 y:ars ago, Singer's flrst
film, “Trance Dance and Heallng in
Guyana" was honored at the' Marga-
ret Mead Fllm Festival and won
good reviews from American An-
thropologlst magazine and the
Amerlcan Llbrary Assoclation's
magazine "Cholces.”

IN THE. FIELD of commercial
filmniaking. his budget would be
seen as ridiculously sparse. Most vi-
deo productlons cost $2,000-85,000
per minute. He logs in at $1,000-
$5,000 per 30 minutes. He funds his
work out of his own pocket.

“There's almost no grant money
avallable. The whole grants business
in this area (avors more commer-
cial-type approaches,” he said.

He sees it as 2 satlstying way to
spend his money, “What do you do

“with your money then?" he said.

“You make choices. Do I spend It on
sparts or a new cellular phone ?

Once the flims are made it's diffl-
cult for him to have them shown out-
slde ‘of the classroom. Publle televls
slon networks scem to perfer the
glossy films with a malnstream
palnt of view, he says. “It's extreme-
ly difficult just to have them look at
your stulf. This industry s so con-
cerned with the bottom line.”

Keep pets cool
Humane Society has
tips for hot weather

v

“The Michigan Humane Soclety
{MHS) offers some helpful tips for
pét owners durlng hot summer
wgather. While the heat and humidi-
1y, Is uncomfortable for us, it can be
pgtemlnlly dangerous for pets. Pro-
viding extra care can help to avert
a8 accldent or injury.

“The MHS has the following
suggestions:

® Never leave a pet unattended
irra parked car. Even when the win-
dows are left partially open, the

3 can rlse to bl
1diels In a very short time, creating
e conditions for heat stroke, and
egen death,

“e If your pet is outdoors, make
siire he'ts confined and that shade
apd fresh, clean water arc available
aj all times. Also, watch for any ln-
sect bltes. They generzlly appear on
the face and the cars, Consult with
ylur veterlnarian If you notlce any
{rregularitics. .

+e Exercising and walks are best
ddne In the carly morning or late
efenlng when temperatures are

ler, N

=@ Ba very careful about (he uso
afld atorage of fertlllzers, pesticldes
alid cleaning products to avold accle
dgntal polsonlngs. :

=© Don't let pets hang thelr heads

out of the car window while you're
driving and never let them ride In
the back of a pick-up truck. Eye and
“ear infectlons can result from blow-
ing afrborne partlcles, as well as se-
vere injury or death, from leaping or
being thrown out of a moving vehi-
ele. :
o Panting i5 a dog's way of
“sweating.” Never bind a dog's

mouth closed.  As crayy as this.

sounds, some people tie or tape their
dogs mouth closed to stop them from
barking. This unacceptable training
measure has resulted in heatstroke
and death. :

® Be sure your dog has been teste
«cd for heartworm and iy on preven-
tative medicatlon from April until
the {flrst frost. Unprotected dogs can
get heartworin from an mosquito.
Anlmals love the outdoors and you

and your pet can have a terrific

summer with a few precautlons. The
Michlgan Humane Socicty urges you
to contact them at 872-3400.If you
have any questions or concerns
about your peta wellsbelng, or it you
spot any animal dlstress, JR
The Michigan Humana Soclety is'a
private, non-profit organization that

operates three shelters, three veterd-

habil

nary.clinics and a wildlife

Thursday, August 24, 1980 OLE

Giats heady,

1apestey ’

sucde and
sk AL wis

a wach of

st Fail has

faner.

KEEP IT RICH

never been -

THE

AR

Sl

FINER THINGS

Maure hair bow
by Mot

Made in the USA.

318
Assessory Sirecs
Jo° ik seart.
Imported. 356
Catol Duphise
s bead
necklaces.
$15:336
Catherine Stein
o8] bullon
rerced earnngs,
.0
T avede belt
with baroque
huchle from
A Nrod. Made sn
the USA. $40.

Women's Fashion

. Accestonies

FMPEEPINO

LWL R LU R LR N L CEME AT TR AR TR

tation clinic.

Gatasrtieiatn

wesan ren

YN AL LS ARERG




