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Tips for selecting

HEN YOU are ready to begin
shopping for your new
home, you shoutd begin
shopping tor your builder as

well. Whether you are buying a
condominium, townhouse, in a
subdivision, or a custom-built house,
the quality of your home will be
determined by the qualily of the buitder.

Start your builder-search process by
calling a focal home builders
association, such as the Builders
Association of Southeastern Michigan.
It can give you the names of reputable
builders in your area. Ask friends and
relatives about builders they have dealt
with directly, or ask them tor the names
of acquaintances who have recenily
dealt with a builder.

Once you have developed a list of
buitders, find aut about their reputations
and the quality of their work, The best
way is to visit homes that they have buill
and talk 10 the owners. Ask the builders
on your list for the addresses of their
recenily completed houses,
subdivisions, townhouses or
condominium complexes, At the very
least, drive by and see if the homes are
visually appealing.

LOOK AT HOMES that are the same
style as you ptan 1o buy. A good time lo
visil is on a weekend morning when
people are oulside doing chores or
errands, Just infroduce youssell and
explain tha! you are consideting buying
a home irom the same builder who built
their home.

Question their satislaction with the
home and ask if the builder construcied
whal was promised in a limely manner,
Ask if they would buy another home
from 1his builder. People will generally
tell you if they are happy with their
purchase.

When examining a home, lock at the
quality of the construction loatures: the
cabinelry, carpeting, frimwork and
paint.

tn viewing each builder's homes, you
must determine whether they lend
themselves to 1he type of lifestyle you
want to lead. Lock ai the amount of
interior living space and how elficiently
the space is used. Find out if the builder
is using the latest encrgy efficient
teatures, both in appliances and
insulation,

A home is primarily a place to live,
bui it also is an important invesiment.

Consider the appreciation potential of
any home you might purchase. Be
concerned with the value you are
geliing for your money regarding
tocations, housing supply and demand,
and other local markel faclors.

One of the mos! imporlant criteria tor
selecting a buitder is the warranty
protection provided on the home. Ask
for a copy of the builder’s warranty.
Read the document thoroughly and be
sure you understand what protection
would be provided to you. If you have
any questions aboul the coverage, be
sure to clarily it with the builder prior 10
compleling your purchase.

ALMOST ALL BUILDERS ofter some
form ot written warranty. Many builders
back their own warranties on
warkmanship and materials, typically
tor one year. Other builders otfer
warranlies backed by an insurance
company. To get an insured warranty,
you musi buy a home from a buitder
who belongs 10 a warranty program,
such as the Home Owners Warranty
Cotporation {HOW). Founded by the
National Association of Home Buitders,
HOW is the nation's oldes! and larges!

watranty insurer of new homes, In this
area, HOW is served by the Southern
Michigan Home Owners Warranty
Councit.

While you are shopping for your
buitder, find out from each one you
interview what you ¢an expect
regarding service alter the sale. A
builder may make two service calls
during the first year alter you move in.
These calls are lo make repairs on non-
emergency problems covered by your
warranty, The first call is usually 30 to
120 days after your move-in, and the
second is around the 11th month, right
belore any one-year warranties on
workmanship and materials would
expire. For emergencies, the builder
should send someane right away.

When selecting a builder, be
thorcugh and ask a tot of questions. Get
as many specifics as possible. If you
receive the answers verbally, take
notes. Never hesitate to ask a question
because you are alraid of sounding
“'dumb’ or unintormed, A simple
question may yield a very impaortant
answer,
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FOR YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REMODELING NEEDS

WE ARE THE
PROFESSIONALS
CHOICE!

41 * MANVILLERCOFING « ALCOA
'] * MASTERSHEILD + GLOBE
= VELUX SKYLIGHTS + BOSTITCH
» GAF TIMBERUINE + DOW
» SENCOPRODUCTS » XD
» PEASE DOORS + THE ATRIUMDOOR
* ICE & WATERSHEILD » AMCOR

6550 Chase Road » DEARBORN
846-0600

STANDARD BUILDING PRODUCTS

GIL BEHLING BUILDING PRODUCTS

FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL OR
PERSONAL BUILDING NEEDS

» ANDERSEN WINDOWS
ROOF TOP DELIVERY AVAILABLE

7101E. 8 Mile Road « WARREN

757-3500

&

TROY BUILDING PRODUCTS  =xF MILLER BUILDING PRODUCTS

e l — « TROY 409 W, 10 Mits Road « HAZEL PARK
WE CAN REFER YOU TO A PROFESSIONAL | 1050 Wheaton « T
BUILDER OR REMODELING CONTRACTOR - 689-3371 ..542-2730
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