School bells signal
renewed challenge

SCHOOL BELLS ring, are you lis-
tening?

Because evm if your children are
1 grown, even if they’re too lttle, aven
if you haye none, the back-to-school
season affects you.

Stores are more crowded with
back-to-school shoppers, school
buses 2dd another dimension to traf-
flc and a need for even more careful
driving, and you're c(:x!alu la be hJ
with a batch of back-t

, Judith Doner
) Berne

districts have hiked teacher and nd~

and feature stories by the hmdwt
and priot media,

- But, even more, you are affected
by the use of your tax dollars to foot
the blll for your local schools, These
are dollars that most of us would
pay lesy grudgingly If we knew our
school people were dolog the job -
both g out well-educated
students prepared for tomorrow’s
world and in runnlng our schools in
an accountable, buslness-like man-
ner,

For most school districts, late
August Is no longer the time it
was up to the early 1980s, The num-
ber of school dlstricts faclng possible
strikes iscule compared with
days gone by,

; SOME MAY altribute that to the
1974 Dearbomn Helghts' Crestwood
School District episode, In which
d  striking teachers were fired and nev-
§ er rehlred. That certalnly had im-
pact. Slnce that time there bave been
} fewer strikes, and those that have
{ occurred were generally short-llved,

But people have short memorics.
More Influential now is the fact that
teachers are prelty much getting
what they want. In concert with a
high-rolllng economy and a proper-
ty-tax based school funding system,
most of the Observer & Eccentric

The writer, Beth G

salaries at least 8 per-

cent per year, Combined with an in~ -

flation rate thot's under control,
those salarles increases are real,

There is no need to strike. At the
same time, teachers can no longer
cry that they are underpald.

Livonia teachers are asking for
raises equivalent to other top dis-
tricts. That's fine, but taxpayers In
Livonla should know that thelr aver-
age teacher makes more than an av-
erage teacher In any of the 15 dis-
tricts covered by the Observer & Ec-
cenlric, with three exceptions:
Souttifield ($45,274), Wayne-West-
1and ($43,500) and Troy ($43,402).

AND AVERAGE teacher salaries
in Livonla are $42,494 — higher than
top districts such as Blrmingham
($39,000) and Bloomtield Hills
(§41,222),

In the carly moming hours of
Monday — the start of thelr new
school year — a tentative ngreement
was reached In the Farmington dis-
trict that gives 6.5- t pay rals-
€3 {0 teachers and other support per-

sonnel.
Betcha that Livonla teachers who

are asking for 8 pereent will proba-

bly setile in that § percent range.
But salaries are only part of the

plc
Bcncllu To begln with, teachers

make that salary for working only
nlne moaths of the year., They'll
scream, but to the rest of the work-

. ng worI: that'aa priccy beneflt.

that, their lnsurance Is
tops, geoerally through MESSA « a
dlvision of the Michlgan Education
Associalion. Int an era in which busi-
nesses are attempting to cut bene-
{its, changing to iess expensive plans
or asking employees to contribute,
school districts will be hard-pressed
to successfully do the same.

FARMINGTON SCHOOL offlcials
tricd, but only galned the promise
that for three months employce bar-
gainers would join them in exploring
Insurance alternatives.

It's doubtful any changu will be
made.

Job security, When was the last in-
competent teacher fired in your dis-
trict? It's almost impossible.

Job opportunitics. They're the
same as in any business — off the
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_poinis of view

Former

worker defends home

The writer, Mark B. Sperling, is
a Farmington Hills resident.

I HAVE read with great Interest
- the serdes of articles the Observer
has published on Boys Republic's
new assessment unit.

Over a perod of 16 yeary, I was
employed by Boys Republic, starting
as a group worker and moving to as-
sistant executlve director. I lived on
the grounds of Boys Republic for

Boys Repubilic

now nor will )i be a different use of,
the land; it is simply an upgrade to =
improve the program.

guest column  wemem on o ve e
ment center existed, the changes
» would have been necessary to sube

improve living gt

- arters, .
'. . . the criteria for which are some 40 years old. The

five years and I have llved across
the street In Forest Park for the last
slx.

During the last five or six years I
was employed by Boys Republle, I

clty -was correct in g roving the
placement in the | duynga in mmmcuoﬁpm Decemie.
unit will ber, wh’ell.hcr the subdlvision waf.
" t.
not include any boy n"ﬁ:m}:& nn:m that 1t appears *
who is seen as a threat ' thata few have alarmed a communi«

ty and, as is always the case, people

fo the community. come out of the woodwork to “get |

was in charge of intake of
I can state categorically that no

line and (nl.u And, at
the top, a superintendent such as
Bloomfleld Hills; W. Robert Dock-
Ing, whose contract was just amend-
cd to give him more than $136,000
by the 1991-92 school 3

year.
So the school bells now ringing af-.

fect us all, Let's ring to a new school
year, {ull of challenge and energy,
Let's ring for less discrepancy be-
tween rich and poor school districts.
Let's ring to the majority ‘of hard-
working teachers and adminlstrators
who earn thelr salarles and benefits
— and to more accountabllity for
those who den't,

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor for the Cakland
County Observer & Eccentric
Ncwspapers,

Drive For Life thls weekend

is executive dircctor of MADD/
Michtgas,

DRUNK DRIVING kills our
iriends and famlly members at an
alarming rate, and remalns the most.
frequently committed crime fn tbe
nation. On average, one person di

. every 22 minutes, 65 cach day, md
more than 233,000 Americans loso
thelr’ lives due to drunk driving
crashes each year,

Here in Michigan, 763 men, wom-
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en, and chlldren died in alcohol-re-
lated crashes last year, That is why
MADD and Volkswagen United
States, Inc. are focusing state atten-
tion en the third annual Drive For
Llfe public awareness campalgn. -

We are asking that all motorists

turn on thelr headlights during day-
Ught hours of the Labor Day Week-
end in memory of those 783 indlvidu-
als who were killed In drunk driving
crashes and, of course, to drive sober
aver the Labar Day Weekend and for
the rest of the year.

Save on the entire
Concord Collection!
Our best value upholstery ling Just got

baetter] Now you can save 40%
sofg, loveseat and chalr In the group!

on every

was accepted to the treat-
ment program who was a danger to
the community,

During the period of time (2%
ycars) since I left Boys Republic to
teach, 1 have malntalned contact

with both the execullve director,
Phyllis Grilfln, and the assistant ex-
ecutive director, David Hamel.

Because of my experience in thls
area, I would discuss current admis-
slons to the agency. The types of
boys admltted for placement was the
same as when I was in charge of in-
take for the agency.

‘THIS PAST summer, I returned to
Boys Republic to teach and found
that the boys in residence were the
same type of youngster as when I did
the initlal interviewing for’ place-
ment.

1t should be noted that no young-
ster comes to the juvenile court or
the state Department of Soclal Ser-
viees syatem for placement for a sin-
gle offense. Except for youngsters
found gullty of capital offenses
{murder, rape), which Boys Republic
has never accepted, other offenses
are handled first by communlty su-
pervision prior to placement.

1 was unsure why there has been
an uproar over the fact that boys
who. were not flrst-time ol!endm
were In placement. Anyone
a newspaper knows that phcf.ments

involved.” Y wonder how many Inthe, :
same subdlyision hoye came over l.n N
pmida any assistance for those -

bays (delinqueat or not) who bave °
bad no where to go and have cventu? |

are pot found for those who bave one
offense,

Ihave had conversations with both
Boys Republic and state
who have shared, Ihal the criteria for

unit’

will not include nny boy who |s seen
a3 a (hreat to the communlty.

HAVING BEEN linvolved with the
commiltec that determines place-
ment for Michigan youth in Wayne
County, I know of the process that
goes into all of the placements for

and it would appear that this mun— .
ues to be the case. Now thet city- . B
leaders are involved n informing, -.
the public, I would hope that tha

boys and placing dangerous boys in  will be objective and factual in thetr'
community-based scttingslsnot part  presentation and not lead the puhlin
of that process. o belleve that there Is

1 have been extremely impressed
with the increased security and pro-

gram changes that have
As a professional, I fecl that these
changes add to the abillty of Boys
Republic to more effectively serve
the boys who come there, whether it
be for the long or short term.

Secondly, as a nelghbor with three
small children and a fourth on the
way, I have no, reservations about
llving where I do and having my

other community newspeper, I md .

of several comtuarity crimes eom— H
mitted by ldalamnt: who are not-

children play either in front or in the luldenu of Boyl Republic bat ul
back yard of my home with other end
nellaberhm chlld.mxrl th e o ties. Let's

must exception with these  be . Boys Republle i & goodl
nelghbors from the Olde Town subdi- ndghbormuhonldbeuppor(ede?
vision who worry about the new use mmumngummhltm
of the Boys Republic Iand. It is not
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This Labor Day...
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‘ $@%¢ZNOMY CAR’ .

THREE DAY SPECIAL.
UNLIMITED MILEAGE .-
EXTRA DAY 119,49 -
OPTIONAL LOW AT
*#10.99 PERDAY'

A WEEKEN!
FORTUNE.
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K h il the feat
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Sofas, now from Just 799
Chalra, now from just *349
Tables, now from just 1229
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Budget just made it easier ".‘,
than ever to get away for the - e et
weokend. Because with rates .

this low, all you have to do Is e T
decide where you want to go. s & >
And which car you what to "m \ ; i )
get you there. You can pick up . -

your rental vehicle any time
Wednesay, August 30, 1989 thru $ 47 Coe
Tuesday, September 5, 1989. So make your .
“weekend plans now. Also, refueling services, . DITERMEDIATE c;m
taxes and optional iterns are extra. Normal rental

requirements apply. Offer not avallable with any - THREE DAY SPECIAL !

89847

other discount or promo- ;2‘;.’;‘:‘;‘;‘{,‘@‘12 o
tlon, Advance reservatlon . gomovay ppwaT - -
required. Vehlcles subject 110,99 PER DAY

to avallabliity. Car must be - AY.
LUXURY CAR ronted by Saturday, Sept. 2,

THREE DAY SFECIAL 1989, kept a minimum of three (3) days and
UNUIMITED MILEAGE roturned to renting location no later than Tussday,
EXTRA DAY %61.49 Septombor 5, 1889. Offer only avalleble at particl- |
OPTIONAL LDWAT pating locations in: 4
11,99 PEA DAY . .
:  Livonia Southfiotd: :
Birmingham Werron

Ann Atbor
For Rosorvatlens Calf
355-7930
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