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Nana Mouakourl sings inthe emali theatre set up at the Palace
of Auburn Hills at 8 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 31,

upcoming
things to do

Deadline for the Upcoming
calendar is one weck aliead of
publication. lems must be
received by Thursday to be con-
sidered for publication the fol-
lowing Thursday, Send to: Ethel
Simmons, Entertainment Edi-
tor, the Observer & Eccentric,
3625; Schoolcraft Road, Livenia

© MISS DAISY

“Driving Miss Daisy” the 1988
Pulitzer Prize comedy opens the
Blrmingham _Theatre’'s 1989-90
season Tuesday, Sept. 19, through

Hounds Lounge wlthin the restau-
rant complex in Bloomfield Hllls,
Coeden wlil appear at the Fox and
Hounds starting Friday, Sept. 8, for
four weeks. Shows will be at 8:30
p.m. Fridays-Saturdays. For infor-
mation, call 644-4800.

© CENTER STAGE

Season tickets are on sale for
Center Stage Series events' at the
Oakland University Center for the
Arts on campus In Rochester Hllls.
Programs start in September and
contlnue through May at Varner
Recital Hall or Varner Studio The-
atre. If are drdered

Sunday, Oct, 22. it stars Y
Prinz and Ted Lange and is dlrect.
¢d by Charles Nclson Reltly. Alfred
Uhry's play is about the friendship
that blossoms between a sharp-
tongued, elderly Southern widow
and her spirited black chauffeur.

Prlnz, who ptays Mlss Dalsy, cre- *

ated the role of M'lynn in “Stecl
Magnollas,” She played Penny in
the long-running TV scap “As The
World Turns.” Ted Lange is known
as the bartender, Iszac. Washing-
ton, in “The Love Boat” for its nine
TV seasons. Rellly has performed
in more than 30 New York produc-
tions and directed on Broadway,

At the concluslon of the Birming-
ham cngagement, "Briving Miss

Dalsy" wlli begln a natlonal tour.
Tickets are available beglaning
Tuesday, Sept. 5, at the Birming-
ham Theatre box office, or by call-
Ing the theater at 644-3533, and at
all Ticketmaster outiets includlng
Hudson's and Harmony House
siores.

@ MUSIC, COMEDY
The Ron Coden Show brings mu-
gle and comedy to the Fox ans

by Friday, Sept. 15, an additional
10 percent will be taken off al-
ready discounted rates. Programs
include both professienal entertain.
ers and student performers.
The -1998-90 season
oy

pearc's
Night's Dream,” Sept. 15-17 and
22-24; the Detroit Coneert Band in
“A Musical Kalcldoscope," Oct. 15;
Mlke Naylor and the Motor City
Samba, Oct. 27 Stephen Son-
dhelm’s musica), “Company,” Nov,
3.5, 10-12 and 17-18; the Lafayette
String Quartet, Nov. 12; love songs
by sopranos Jan Albright and Edith
Diggory, basso John Paul White
and planists Joyce Adelsoh and
Jane Brandt In "To You, With
Love,” Nov. 19.

Meadow Brook Estate Hollday
Extravaganza, Dec. 1-3 and 8-10;
Lafayette String Quartet, Jan, 21;
Herbert Blau's play, “The Donoer
Party,” Feb. 2-4 and 9-11; planiat
Jorg Demus with “Masterworks of
Vlenra,” Feb 16; slngcr Sherl Nl~
chols in

Includes

By Victor E. Swanson
spoclal writer

OMETIMES WHEN you hear

a good old standard song,

such as “That Old Black

Magic,” you hear a bit of

“stardust” in It — that ks, the heart

of the singer. That's especially true

i the singer Is George “Stardust”

Green, the professional supper-club

centertainer, who is now a resident of
West Bloomfleld.

Although barely settled Into a new
house, Green Is already worklng on
hls career here. "I would like {0 see
if 1 can formulate the type of group
that would fit fn supper clubs,”
Green sald expressively, uslng hls
whale body to talk, continually mov-
ing and gesturing, In his seat in hls
kitchen. I've been in some nice
rooms — eating houses (here). They
have no music.”

According to Green, one reason
for the lack of supper clubs in the
Detrolt area ks, “The type of music
you play In a supper elub Is different
than the type of music that you
wauld play for a concert. I don't
think that the musiclans here know
the type of muslc that the supper
club people appreciate. The first
thing s, they would lke music If it
would go along with the conversa-
tlon.”

Green sald the supper club enter-
talner “must play contemparary
jazz. He must know the show tunes.
He must be smart enough to know
the music never gets into the arca to
make it offensive.” And ht must
know ‘the standards,” for patrons
like to hear famillar songs.

GREEN IS a musiclan and singer.
He calls himself a fyric bau-l'.m:e'i
“My spepking voice doesn’t soun
llka my zinging volce at 2ll,” he sald.

He wants to put together a duo in
which he will sipg and play drums.
“I'm looking for & plano player.
nced a plano player who thinks like I

think, and who loves music lke I .

love music, who likes to rchearse .
He would prefer a woman. Also,
“I'm not tied down to race. That has
nothing to do with it.”

“1 got to say that the status I at-
talned as a performer has come
from people — who didn’t look at
color — who were looking at my
ability,” he safd.

Green came to the Detroit area
from Reno, where he was working at
the Hilton with a white woman, in
her '50s, whom he had found In a
misslon. Although she has a master’s
degree In music, she was, as Green
described ber, not much more than
“a bag lady” when he found her. To-
day she Is teaching muslc classes at
the local university.

Green was in Reno with his family
— wife Shirley and thelr son, Bill,

Feb, 24, und Lalayette Slllnz Quar-

Ploaso turn to Page 8

and , Veronlea — for about
seven ycars, Mostly, they were there
belcause of his wife's career in hospl-
tal
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lus®’ in his voice,
the old stand

‘The type of music you
play in a supper club is
different than the type
of music that you
would play for a
concert. | don't think
that the musicians
here know the type of
music that the supper
club people
appreciate. The first
thing is, they would
like music if it would
go along with the
conversation.’

-— George ‘Stardust’
Green

Before golng to Reno, Green spent
many years in Chlcago, where he
was born and ralsed, working the
many supper clubs around In the
1960 and 1970s. In the early "60s, he
was a member of the Ramsey Lewls
Trio, with Lewis and L.D. Young.
They worked the south slde of Chlea-
go.

HE SOON BRANCHED off and
formed hls own group, Stardust, with
pianiat Bob Knowles and bassm Dol
phyus Dean. Green di d Dean

as “a man that could use a bow as *

fast as most guys could pick.”
Together for much of the ‘608 and
70'|, they worked in Illinols, Minne-
Wisconsln and Indiana. For
nbwt nine menths they even worked

inCal

1In 1987, Green performed in South
Africa on a 21-day tour with singers
Laverne Baker and Bllly. Willlams,
bassist Billy Yancy and Bob
Knowles.

“We were received admirably, We
quartered at an Indian hotel . . . and
it was very mice. All the concerts
that were scheduled were {ntegrat-
d,” he sald.

Green explalned why they had
gune and performed in South Africa:

“An g that smacks of racism is
always blrd to digest, but we also

flgured that there's a certain culture
that these people are reachlng out
(and) trying to Identify with. So who
are we hurtieg? Who's getting in-
Jured the most‘l 1s it the white popu-
lace, who — the dominate force —
who are keeping that part . . . of
thls world in what you call dire stra-
its of apartheld, which s bard-core
segregatlon, or are we hurting the
people who don't get a chance to sce
what the offsprings of 400 years
have boen able to attain?"

He commented on the pecent con-
flict the muslcal group the Commo-
dores was having, in which one per-
former of the group dldn’t want to
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Green of West Bloomfield had made a

show-buainoss careor singing In supper clubs, performing the
kinds of music that customers want to hoar.

perform in South Africa. “I can un-
derstand how the guy feels who
doesn’t want to go. He looking at {t
from strictly a racial standpolnt. But
on the other hand, he's doing the
same thing that he's fightin, , . He's
taking to punishing 25 million people
+ « . for what flve million people are
dolng and not allowing them to enjoy
hts colture. So he's playing right into
the same hands that he’s trying to
stop.”

GREEN DID HAVE time for
lighter lopics. He talked about how
his wife, whom he has been married
to for about 22 years, is in nursing
administration at Harper Hospital
Bill, 17, a keyboardist, is Interested
in sciezce fiction and football, and it
looks 2s If he will be a member of
the West Bloomfield High School
football team this year,

Of Veronica (who eften is called
Roanle), 13, Green said with sparkle
in his volce — or was It stardust? —
“She's quite a dancer. She's into bal-
let and tep and modern and jazz, and
very geod, and very, very good, am.l
she'lays keybozrd.” g

1t was Green's mother, who dlcd
about eight vears ago, who really
guided Green to a musical carcer,
Otherwise, he might have become a
baseball player. “The scouts were
looking at me. I mean, around third
base I was a vacuum. They uscd to
call me, ‘The Vacuum.’ They (tke
scouts) did come around the kouse to
talk to Mom, and she sald, “No, I'm
golng to have him do something
that's geing to make him happy all
his life.” ’

So instead of being known “The
Vacuum,” George Green is lnown as
“Stardust.” ‘

In 1967, Green performed in South |
Africa on a 21-day tour with singers
Laverne Baker and Biily Williams,
bassist Billy Yancy and Bob Knowies.
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