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Basketball 15 back at Farming-
ton Hills Mercy.

The Marling never loit the spert,
but preseason forecasts have Mer-
ey rebounding from a 9-13 season.

. Some tcams would be content
with that record, but it was consid-
ered a sub-par showing for the
Marlins, who have bulilt a solid pro-
gram and reputation for excellence
under veteran coach Larry Baker,

three starters retumning
and a host of talented underclass-
men lending support, Mercy anticl-
pates a season more llke [t's accus.
tomed to having,

“It was a tough year more than a
down year,” sald Baker of 1988, re-
cajllng the Marling began 0-6
against some of the best teams In
the state. “We had a bigtime
schedule’and played that schedule
with inexpericnced players.

“We expect the Junlors and soph-
omores we've got to provide a
toundation for us to move on to blg.
ger and better things.

‘“THIS TEAM has the makings ol
being o prototypleal Merey team,”

e added. “We can run and play de-
fense and, If all goes well, we'll
scorea little, too.”

The heart of this year's team
will be sentors and returning start-
ers Jenny Clinton, Joanne Stephens
and Lee Albrecht. In addition, cach
one plays a different poslition, giv-
ing Mercy a veteran at guard, wing
and post, respectively.

Marlins eye
resurgence

“Last year there was an awiul
lot of pressure on the junlors to

roduce,” Baker sald, “Thls year
they won't have to play as many
minutes, and we've upgraded the
other. posltions so they can play
within themselves and nut fecl they
have to do as much.”

The 5-foot-5 Cilnton, selected one
of the top 10 players at Western
Mlchigan’s summer camp, beglns
her third year as the startlng point
guard and ls drawing attention
from Dlvision 1 schoals. She aver-
aged 8% polnts, four assists and
2% steals and has expanded her
game, according to Baker.

Clinten, who went from belng a
rale player as a sophomore to the
one expected to do it atl last year,
is fourth among Mercy's all-time
assist leaders. She has 179 and
tralls Annette Rugglerio (209),
Denise Basford and Yvette Malson.

“She has become a consummate
ballplayer,” Baker satd. “She can
score, she can pass and she's one of
the best defensive players I've ever,
coached, She has developed her
skill Invcl in all phucs of the
game."

THE 5-9 STEPHENS was tryling
to determine where she fit in last
year after transferring from De-
tmlt Country Day, but she still led

e Marlins in scoring (10.6 polnts
pcr gnme) and averaged nearly six
rebounds.
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Jenny Clintan brings two yoars of starting experlience at point
guard to her senlor scacon wim Morcy's basketball toam,
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lures Karcher
to pro ranks

By 8tevo Kowaloki
statt writer

Rick Karcher might not make a
better Investment than the one he
made thls summer playing for the
Detroit Adray Appllance baseball
team,

Karcher, who batted .328 and led
the Detrolt Adray League with 35
RBI, slgned a frec-agent contract
with the Atlanta Braves Saturday
nlght. Karcher, a 1987 Norih Farm-
Ington graduate, will be asslgned to
Pulaski, Va., of the Rookle Appala-
chian Lengue

The 6-foot-5, 210-pound Karcher
led Stu Rose's Henry Ford Commu-
nity College team in home runs and
RBI last spring but was passed by in
June's Major League draft.

Braves scout Tony Stlel dldn't
need anymore convincing after
watching Karcher bat nearly 400
and belt two impresslve home runs
earlicr this month at the All-Ameri-
can Amateur Baseball Federation
natlenal tournament In Johnstown,
Pa.

KARCHER PLAYED outficld for
Henry Ford and Adray, but Atlanta
wilt try the left-hander at flrst base.

“He's an outstanding boy, besldes
his abllity to play,” sald Stiel, who
scouts Michigan, Indiana and Ohlo.
“I thought about signing him two
months ago (after the draft), but T
didn't want to Interfere with them
playing in He hit some

Defending champion Falcons
not without concerns in ’89

The Farmington boys cress coun-
try team enters the 1989 scason In a
pecullar posttlon,

Sure, the Falcons are fresh off the
heels of wlnning thelr fifth straight
Western Lakes Activities Assocla-
tlon meet, And, yes, they return sev-
en lettermen ln hopes of duplicating
Iast year's 8-0, dua}-meet record,

‘But coach Jerry Young lsn't with-
out worry. He Is concerned about
depth after losing Brad Moore, an
All-Observer, first-tcam selectlon, to
graduatlon. Also missing are Gene
Tokraks, who maved to Arizona with
his famlily, and Mark Mitchell, who
will miss the scason with double
knee surgery.

According to Young, Tokraks
would have been the No. 2 or 3
runner this year for Farmington,
and Mitchell was one of Farming-
ton's top five runners a year ago.

“OUR DEPTH Is limited,” sald
Young, in his 23rd year. “We should
be OK for dual meets, but in lnvita.
Uorals we'll be very average. We

lost two pretty key kids (unexpected-

ly in Tokraks and Mitchell).

“We're trying to get a second opln-
lon on Mitchell's knecs, hut he won't
bo able to run this fall. I heard the
rumors of Tokraks moving In the
summer, and I heard he might stay
fdr hls senlor year but he declded not

‘Walled Lake Western All-America
Biian Grosso earned all the individu-
2] hezdlines inst year in the WLAA,
but Farmington enjoyed a bamner
yéar as a team. The Falcons won the
S¢hoolcraft Invitationnl, finished
third at the West Bloom(leld Invita.
tional and wero fourth at the Class A
regional.

*With Grosso graduated, the spot.
light In the WLAA might turn to
Farmington’s top returnee, junlor
Ben Goba, A first-team, All-Observ.
er honorce, Goba was 12th at the
state meet and fourth In the WLAA
meet. .

:"He's a real #olld performer,”
Younx 2aid. *Ben should be one of
the top three or four in our league,
and ono of the better runners in the
area,

“HE RAN A iot of miles over the
summer, about 30 or 40 a week. He
also ran thres or four road races and
that wlll pay off during the season.”

- .Yaung looks for leadership from
bls seven senlors, Including co-cap-
.talns Greg Endres and Matt Lang-
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Bon Goba b one of the arca's
top roturning runners.

don. The other seniors are Darius
Mehraba, Kevin Van Ord, Eric
Crawford, Don Sweeney and Chrls
Lane,

Young sald if Endres can avold In-
Jjuries, he might enjoy a fine senlor
Seasol

n.

“He seems to be allergic to thls,
that and the other thing, but {f he can
overcome that and stay away from
infuries he ean help us,” Young sald,
“Three senfors — Crawford, Mehra-
ban and Endres — have got some ex-
perience.”!

Young would like to win a slxth-
stralght WLAA mect, but-ho doesn't
want to look beyond the Lakes Divi-
sion race, which has as many u four
contenders. -

“[ think cur divislon i2 golng to bc
real tough,* Young sald. “Livenia
Stevenson will have a real good
team. Plymouth Salem, we went to
summer camp with them and they'll
bo tough. (Westland) John Glenn will
be Improved. It's not gaing to be
casy fer us at all. It will be very dif-

¥

flcult to muke six In a row. We'll be
lucky.”

FARMINGTON HILLS HARRISON

The Hawks stumbled to an 0-7
dual-meet record and placed 10th at

c WLAA mect,

Second-year coach John Reed wel-
comes back four experienced
runners and (s optimistic about the
future with a bevy of freshmen and
sophomoares to work with,

'With several new runners, we are
expecting to Improve our record
from last year,” Reed sald. “Because
this team is composed of 10 to 12
freshmen and sophomnm, our po-
tentlal is unllmited and we're work-
ing toward being the area's top team
in the next two years. Maybe not thls
year but very soon,”

As for this year's prospects, the
No. 1 and 2 runners figure lo be
sophomores John Bowen and Mike
Deans, respectlvely. The third
runner is senior Kelth Frosch fol-
lowed by No. 4 Mark Saur.

Lost to graduation were Je!f Barr-
inger and Dave Foss,

Among the newcomers Reed is
polnting to In the future arc sopho-
mores Jason Zyderskl, 1an Wolf and
Steve Broni and freshmen Bryan An-
atandig, Steve Smith, Matt Wolf,
Matt Trumbell and Steve Swartz.

NORTH F.

tremendous shots out there; he got
every bit of a couple of them, And
he's all for going to first base. We
think that's his best shot.”

Karcher liked 1he offer he got
from Atlanta - & one-year contract,
including a sigmng and incentlve
bonus. Contract terms alse cal) for
the Braves to pay for the rest of
Karcher's college education,
whether he stays with the team) or
not,

Karcher will attend Henry Ford
this fall, before reparting ta Atlan.
ta's carly camp in February in West
Palm Beach, Fla.

“Very few players get an opportu-
nity like this, and I'm golng to make
the most of it,” sald Karcher, who
turns 20 Saturday. “I felt the time
was rlght for me for a lot of personal
reasons. I llke Atlanta and I like the
scout {Stiel); he seems to be Interest.
ed in my personal self, They have a
lot of good pliching but need power
hitters. .

“ATLANTA IS bringing up a Iot of
its players through the minor
leagues, and that's why it's benefi.,
cial for me. It all just seemed to 50
into place.”

Karcher won't attend the lnstruc-
tlonal League for prospects in the,
fall, but he and other Atlanta mlnor«
teague players from the Detroit arca;
(including pltcher Steve Avery) are!
expected to work out in Lincoln®
Park and Henry Ford, Stle} sald, B
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Four senlors return for the Rald-
crs, including No. 1 runner Jason
Biederman,

North finished the '88 campaign at
§-4 In dualy and seventh In the
league meet.

Ralders coach Paut Welch expects
to get a boost from junlor newcomer
Cralg Stoe, who already has earned
the No. 2 spot. Stoe competed on the
track team last year, running a 2:03
In the 800 meters and taking flfth in
the WLAA meet.

‘The No. 3 runner ls senior Scott
Simpson, but Welch gaid he Ls Jook-
Ing for better times out of the rest of
his roster.

Junlor Josh Chlaits will ruz in the
fourth spot. Occupying the No, 5 po-
#ltion s sophomore Spencer’ Turret,
Junlor Phil Bindon s No. € and sen-
ior Davo Gerts la tha seventh runner,

“We'ro a relatively inexperienced
team. Timo will tell,” Welch sald.
“We are looking for a fourth and
{l{th runner, Wo hava a pretly strong
.one, two and threo.”
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