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There's more than a hometown
shared by Farmington Hills natives
Scatt Selzer and Brlan Smolinski.

Bath are relatively small by
NCAA Diviston I football standards
{Selzer 1s a 5-foot-10, 185-pound tall-
back; Smollnski, a split cnd, Is 5-11,
171). Nefther are partieularly fast
for thelr posltions (Selzer runa a 4.48
40-yard dash, Smollnski a 4.6). And
bath are battling for signiflcant
playing tlme in ‘89 at Michigan
State,

Smollnskt has the best chanee to
start. As his time In the 40 Indicates,
the Farmington Harrison grad (1986)
Is a possession recelver; most of his
catches will come on short and medi-

m passes.

“But I do have the speed to go
deep,” inslsted Smollnskl. “And I
have elusive speed, too.”

Scott Selzor

opes t

THE FORMER HAWK camo out
of MSU’s spring game as the No. 1
split end after catching three passes,
‘The Spartans have lost Andre Rlson,
Willle Bouyer and Bernard Wilson,

. their top three wide recelvers in '8,

Sophomore Courtney Hawkins is llst-
ed os the atarting flanker; Smolinski,
2 junlor, Is battling junlor -James
Bradley, a transfer from Ellsworth
{fowa) CC, at aplit cnd.

“I think all four recelvers (sopho-
more Darrin Eaton backs up Haw-
kins) are golng to play a lot,” pre-
dicted Smollnskl. “We've golng to ro-
tate.”

Whoever plays or starts may not
matter much. Last year,.almost all
of MSU's passing attack was almed
at Rlson, The Indianapolls Colts’ No.
1 draft cholee caught 39 passes for
961 yards and clght touchdowns;
MSU totaled just 87 completions and
nine TDs. Only one other player, full-
back Steve Y, reached

footbell

double-figures in receptions. He had
10,

.

4 DONT really know,” sald Smol-
Inski when asked why tho passing at-
tack was so singular. “Those are the
plays the coaches called.”

Smolinski dld catch two passes for
33 yards In '88. His outlook for '89
isn't overly optimistie, consldering
MSU's usually conservative attack.

“It all dcpends on what plays the
coaches eall,” ho sald. “If the run.
ning gamo 1 developed, the passing
game wiL take care of itsell. (The
coaches) want to control the line of
serimmage flrst. They flgure i they
can do that, they can contro] the
game.”

has put effort into im-

Kiel paces Farminglion runners

By Dan O'Masoro
staff writor

clatly optimistic about the potenttal
of Derwinskl and Davis,

In fact, the palr is expected to join
Kiel and Martin as regulars in

is the
. Lakes Division champlon in girls
~cross country, and it will be no

- . surprise If the Falcons {Inlsh on top

again this year.

#"Coach John Barrett fa working
with a veteran tcam that includes

?Senfor Jennifer Klel, who was an All-
“Observer, all-state runner last year.

I_Sh\: also Is the school record halder,

F 's top flve, with Trunk,
newcomers Julie Lovell and
Gretchen Clappison and Walters con-
tending for the fifth spot.

Lovell Is a junlor who last compet-
ed as a runner for her middle school
track team, and Clapp!son, another
junlor, ran track as a freshman.
Sophomore Kelly Cameron Is anoth-

1

cross
country . |

satd. “We'll be looking for consistent
improvement throughout the season.

“Barring Injury, we ave looking lo
finish in the top half of the confer-
ence, We're also striving to get a
couple of girls to state.”

'TON HILLS HARRISON

FAR

“Jennlfer is a and deter-
“'mined athlete,” sald Barrett, enter-
“‘ing his seventh year. “She could be

the No. 1 runner [n the arca.”
“~ Farmington was 7-0 In dual meets
.and hopes to extend its winning
“streak of 20 consccutive meets. The
_Falcons once agaln wil) have to bat-
“tle two-tlme' defendlng champlon
! Plymouth Canton for the Western
"Lakes Activities Assoclatlon title,
* however,

"Our biggest goal Is to return the

“entlre team to the state mect,” Bar-
rett sald, “Last year was the first
time in four years the team didn't
quallfy.*”

In additlon to Klel, senfors Marga-
.ret Martin and Amy Trunk begln
( thelr fourth year of cross country.
- Martin missed much of last scason
:.with mononucleoats but is §n good
. rlumlnld g shape this year, Barrett
sald,

With those three leading the way
In terms of experience, the Faleons
also return a large group of under-
. classmen with a year of competition
behlnd them. :
. Juniors Jenny Derwlnski and
Chery] Casaroll and sophomores Al-
~llson Davis, Sherri Yiitalo, Carrie

er flrst-year runner d help.
NORTH FARMINGTON

The Raiders also return an out-
standing runner and all-state per-
former In senior Lisa Rives, who
owns the North school record, too,

Rives, who was runner-up in the
WLAA and a member of the All-Ob-

server team, is the ene the Raiders

are plnning thelr hopes on as they
try to Improve on last year's 5-4
record and sixth-place league flnish.

“We should be stronger than we
were last year with the glrls belng a

year older and more experlenced,”
coach Bill Plnnell said.

North also returns senlors and sec-

ond-year runners Kara Higley, Angle
Martln and Adrienne Mocello, but
the Raiders lost Lisa Alpiner, Sonla
Singh and Jennlfer Stoe to gradua-

on.

Pinncll also has hopes for sopho-
more Jenny Weh, who did well in
track last spring but has no cross
country experlence, and freshman
Lisa Biederman, who ls sidelined
presently with mononucleosls.

“With the addition of Jerny Weh,
she whl help us up front," Planell

Three runners with experlence s
better than none, second-year Harrl-
son coach Dave Thorne believes.

Two years ago, the Hawks dldn't
haye enough runners to have a team.
This year Harrlson has six and can
only get better, accordlng to Thorne.

The veterans on the team are see-
ond-year runners Jeannie Klotzer,
Joanne Hannawa and Alyssa Imami
= all junlors. The Hawks, however,
suifered a setback when junlor Tra-
cy Del Busso decided not to run cross
country agaln, according to Thorne,

‘‘Thls was a total surprise and will
affect our team drastically,” he said,
adding Del Busso was 10th at the re-
gionzl meet and qualified for state
inat year. .

Harrison’s trio of newcomers in-
cludes senlors Nicole Leo and Ml
chelle Ross and sophomore Julle
Ritter. Leo has run track the last
three years, and Ross was a middle-
distance runncr for the track team
. last season.

“We can only improve as the year
goes on,” Thorne sald. “We have a
core of three distance runners who

+ Walters, Tiffany Kalastian and Jodi
Van Ord are back. Barrett is espe-

“Karcher signs
‘baseball pact

Tontinued from Page 1

" Karcher swung an aluminum bat
“during his sondlot days but sald he is

are committed.”
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FARMINGTON HILLS MERCY

At Merey coach Gary Servals' run-
nlng camp this summer, four of the
1op six runners were from defending
Catholle League champlon Dearborn
Divine Child,

“So they're golng to be tough,”

Servals sald. “But we haven't had a
team finlsh worst than second [n the
league, and we'd like to keep that
golng.” -
The Marlins did have the No. 2
runner at the camp, senior Briglite
Dery, who begins her third year on
the team after earning all-Catholic
honors last year.

Mercy also returns scolors Sande
Tayler, 'a four-year cross counf
runner, Carrle Goebel and Kelly
Moore. Servals docsn’t know if Wen-
dy Knight, bothered by infury-relat-
ed problems, wii! be able to run.

Other scnlors include Katle Padil-
12 and Stephanle Acho, both of whom
ran on the JV team last year, and
flrst-year runners Jenny Andes and
Lauren Hood, an excellent middle-
distance runner intrack, Servals Is
hopeful first-year sophomore Cindy
Neun, returning sophomore Cara
McDonagh and freshman Nlcole
Schleuter will help,

Dery fa the only one certain to be
among the top five, and the fleld Is
wide open after her, accordlng to
Servals.

“Sometimes (his runnera are) their
our own worst enemy, doubting
themselves,” he sald, “Trying to get
them to belteve in themselves bs the
blggest thing.”

f

proving. “I've been working on my
routes and on catching the ball witk
my hands,” he sald. “I'm concentrat-
ing on coming back to the quarter-
back and runnlng good, crisp
routes.”

He llkes what he sces in new Spar-
tan quarterback Dan Enos, a junlor.
“He looks resl good. lle‘s’n! good
passer, 8 good runner — he's just a
good athlete.”

Enos s also Smollnskl’s room-
mate, which cen't hurt,

WHILE SELZER, a sophomore
from Nerth Farmington (1987 grad),
bad more impressive statisties than
Smolinski last season, he probably
won't get as much playing time.

True, in limlted time Selzer
galned 339 yards on B4 carries (a 5.3
average), scoring two touchdowns, in
'88. He collected a team-best 107
yards on ‘18 attempts against
Northwestern, -

m@-ms @@méa‘& MSU

' But two rcturning talibacks are
rated ahead of ‘him. Seslor Blake
Ezor (1,496 yards and 11 TDs) s an
Alt-American candldate; funior Hy.
land Hickson (385 yards, two TDs, a
5.2 average) Is blgger (214 pounds)
and about as fast (4.5 In the 40),

But the former Rajder Is undaunt.
ed. “I'm hoplng to get more time
than last year,” he said. “{Coach
George Perles) sald “whoever he
thinks is hot s galng to get the ball.”

Selzer is determined to provide
the hot hand when called on. “A lot
of people doubted me,” he sald of his
arrlval at MSU, “But I'worked real);
hard last summer. I worked har:
thls summer, too. I was very conlir
dent.” H

How far that confidence carries
both Selzer and MSU — the Spartans
have the No. 1, 2 and 4-ranked team$
among thelr [flrst four opponents;
and they have lost four offentive ling
starters — will be worth watching. |

)

Falcons win golf invite |

Farmington's 1989 golf season had a rousing start as the Falcons, Jed |
by medallst Brian Link, won the Farmington Invitational last Friday at |
Kenslogton Golf Course. :

Link ahot 78 with roun
the nearest competitor. B

The Falcons also were greatly helped by Adam Hibbs' 78, Chris
Zbanck shot 85 for the winners, Jason Buha 86 and Tim True 89. ’

As a team, Farmington clalmed a four-stroke advantage over Detroit -
Country Day, 415 to 419, Milford was third In the 12-tcam tournament at '
421, North Farmington eighth {452} and Farmington Hills Harrison last |
(520).

“The kids have been playlng all summer long, and it's really shown .
up,” Farmington coach Gene Schoeneich satd, “They’ve been getting In- |
volved n & 1ot of junlor tournaments, and it's pald off.” '

ds of 37 and 39 and fInished two strokes ahead of ’
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