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By Dan O'Moara
stalf writor

Mill Coleman is accustomed to
belng a feader.

In two seasons as quarterback of
the Farmington Hills Harrison
football team, he has provided the
direction that bas made the Hawks
& prolific offensive machine.

Coleman, heretofore, has led hy
example.

‘The qulet, introverted player bas
made his statement with his tre-
mendous skills and been content to
let the upperclassmen do the
cheerleading.

Coleman enters the 1989 scason
as a senlor, and that adds another
dimension to his role on the team.
As a tri-coptain, Coleman will be
cxpccted to lead in word 23 well as

"Belnﬂ a quarterback the past
few years, you have to be a leader
on the team, 80 it's not something
totally new to me,” Coleman sald.
“T just have to take on a little more
leadershlp.”

COLEMAN KNOWS fellow cap-
tains Matt Conley and Steve Hill
can counted on to rally the
.| troops in time of nced, but he plans
| to assert himsell, too, in ways he
;| wasn't expected as a sophomore
:| and junior.

“As a captaln, I may havetobe a
little more vocal,” he sald. “There
will ba others to get the guys fired
up, but I may have to say ‘Come on,
guys, get your heads up® or ‘Keep
.golng, we're not flnished yet.' Pl
have to be more vocal in that re-
spect”

N nrs e e

Anyone who knows Coleman
knows he will assert himself on the
playlng fleld. As a senlor, friesd. k
and foe alike cxpect him to per- - i
form the same feats, work the
same maglc, he has the last two

years.

He cnters his final year at Harri-
son as one of the top-rated high
school quarterbacks In the country
and with some Impressive stalls-
tics, which undoubtedly will in-
creaso  handsomely before he's
done,

Coleman passed for 2,074 yards
In 1988 — his second straight year

min 00lomin, the ﬂoet-looiod, trong d

Captain Colemamn
Stats take backseat to leadership quality
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In the country. Ho has

over 2,000 — and 28 touchdowns.
In the process, be connected on 103
of his 171 attempts for a 60-percent
completion rate,

He added 470 yards and seven
TDs rushing, to boot, as Harrison,
the No, 1-rated team in Class B all
season, complled a 13-0 record,
won its fifth Western Lakes Activi:
tics Associntion title and captured
a third state champlonship.

“IT’S KINDA bard to top last

tors his unnlor ynr as one of thn !op-relod

season, but I'm only worried about
winalng our games and the league
before 1 think about the state
<champlonship,” Coleman said

“If we do the things we're sup-
posed to, any stats and numbers
will be there, S0 I don't worry if
I'm going to pass for 200 yards in
this game or run for 100."

tere makes It my to believe he's
geoulnely not concerned about
stats, the fact remalns ke could
leave bis nams on several catidnal
lists of statistical achicvers.
“Though it would take mnother
season lke b8 had in '88 and then
some to set ray records, Coleman
could reallstically move into the

plman percentage and passing

Oolunnhummpuhd $5.9 per-
cent of his passes, which ties him
for ninth place on u:e Natlooal
High School Athletie Assoclation
chart. He has 60 career TDs and *
needs acather 21 to become one of

Though Coleman's reservad na-

top 10 In career TD passes, com-

the 10 best, He haa passed for 5,490
yards and coocelvably could sur-

pass 7,000, pushlng him well past
No. 10 on that list.

*“To be honest, it wasn't some-
thing I set out to do," Celeman
#aid. “My dad was fooking through
a stat book and happened to notlce
I was up therc with some of the
leaders In the country.

“IT’S NICE TO be up there, but
it won't be the end of the world if I
don’t set any records.”

Colemnan possesses an amazingly
strong arm that wiil astonish first-
time observers, who assume a 5
{foot-9, 185-pound youth can't possl-
bly throw as far and with such ac-
curacy as he does.

And he has chosen timely occa-
stons to do just that, Coleman qual-
Hies unreservedly as a gamer, hav-
ing some of his greatest moments
in the state playoffs. He led Harri-
son back from a 20-7 deficit in the
1987 semlfinals against Marysville
to win 35-20, and he passed for a
state-finals record 238 yards in the
1988 champlonship game as the
Hawhs whipped St. Joscph 44-9..

Harrison plans to continue
throwing the ball, but it could be
meore difficult for Coleman to re-
peat the numbers he racked upasa
junlor. The reason Is the two
recelvers who caught most of those

and bad most of the recelv-

-ing yardage, Bryan Wauldron and

Chad Burgess, have graduated. -

Steve Hill is the lone holdover at
swingback, but Coleman is learning
to work with an m ly- new
group of receivers this’ year. In-
stead of throwing to two all-
staters, most of Coleman's passes
will go to Scott Ratses, Hny
Granger and Jon Schaeifer.

“I've been working with the new
rectiver corps for a while,” Cole-
man sald. “We have Steve HIUI
back. But it's bard at times be-
cause tome of the guys don't have
the specd Chad and Bryan did and
I've overthrown them.

“} KNEW WHAT (Burgess and
‘Wauldron) could do and what they
couldn't. It’s different, getting the
timing down and knowing what
{the new recelvers) capabilities
are, But we have good recelvers

passed for moro than 5,500 yards and could and the potential is there. We're
Izave hia mark on cavaral natlonal rocord lists, Wa‘lnz along, and wo'll Bﬂ l{i:l'&

being true his
modest patare, Lt making aoy
bold predictions, but be belleves
the Hawks have the ability to orga-
nize another massive aerizsl striko
this year.
“I'm not znlng to say 1 want to
pass for 30 many yards and touch-
downs, but we have recelvers capa-
ble of getting 2,000 yards,” be sald.
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- ataft writor

. HO ARE SOME of tho top college {oot-
N ball prospects around Observerland
: Some past Observerland uwdouu

have had a big effect on the collegl-
te’ gridiron,

lincbacker Alex Marshall (Bl ;,
» U-M tailback Tan{.}l!ols (Wathnd Jobn G!enn
"M

+ back Joha Swll.lladl.l (leunh Chiurchill).
m.heﬂ have uonc oa to the pro ranks Including
chigan’s Mark Messoer (Hediord CC), trylng to
hcld lm,wlu: the Los Auze!u Rams; and MSU's
o Harrison), who ls trylng
. lolﬂck wll.h the Detrolt Lions,

4
1
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E
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! ranks, but sports otaff has
i the following list with the help of area prep and
, college coaches. A list of soma of tha top under-
:hnmcn has also been complied.

B - TOP 15 SENIORS .
RN Coloman, quastorback, Farm, Harrison:
Is by tar Observeriand's

85 pounkta) , wfdcnmyscan way
4Wa=m Bul Gon'l forget, Doug Fritle mades it hln ot
‘Bce!on Cotloge and ks now playing In ho NFL.

63, 24

ue chippers catch eye

“'our bost linoman™ by cbnm Tom Mach says it all. The
two-wity tackl

from a yosr 8go ln!lm tha likes of former CG cliensivo
Iino gtaiwaits Joo Mioarena, Joit Wiska, Dan Kazh and
TobyHeaton. v

3. Ryan Johsnison, wmmlwoty, Pty Salom:
The 63, 215-pound Johnson could alto play guarter-

back and tinobacker, but coach Tom Moshimer prafers

- him at (aliback and strong uury He's not zhald to
or hig eize.

make contact and his vory mo!

soma of former Salem !lmdom Scon Jurok, who mt
on to perform at Eastorn Michigan Univeralty. Johnson

waa second team Al-Area I.n.,l year,

4. Bavo Owens, lubcck. Rodlord cc Expéctod

* 10 havo @ big yoar after galning & yoar's axperiencs (716

yards), Small for & running back (5-7, 165}, but added
slrength should moke him CC's bes) ball cantor sinco
Anron Roberts {1880). Hia brother Fred, who phyad a
Rod!mdﬂ&wpﬂommkigh. 3 n sanior talbeck ol the
University of Wisconsin.,

B, Andy snp‘m luﬂbncMInobnckur. uv
Churchill: 1l molivated, the 6-2, 21B-pound Saplenza
coutd ba in tho dasmlhlhnln Churchid great Matl
Foster, who startod on’ Michigan State's lﬂ'IB Big Ten

chomplonship clud, The word ls that Soplonza’s work
cihlo hlbxuov than o you 890, which shou!d maks him

Divislon | cctiber come Novor
8. Stovo HIly Ilnubackcr/mllbncklklckur.
Farm, Heerlzan: blam slowod Wm dul

tha ammb\mmo-s.;l';-cmmlhubmmu
He 13 ptobably the area’s 14081 veisalia periormor.

X can play swingback 8nd g tho Hawke' joadst on da- *

farrsa ot laobacker, Kicking, howiaver, may be his forta:
Lasy yea? he mdc 32 of 65 extra pointe and Liooled $ix

2. Rynn Bel), linoman, Rod!ard C€C: b

¢ Al-Area hongra,

7. Mikoe Math!s, wido ‘vocoivor/datensive back, -
Rodtord
team that machod the Class A state litle game. He could
be n bonafide Divisicn | playsr before his senlor year,
ondts, Spoed to bum, Mathis (6-1, 100) wifl bo a deap”
* thront on offonbe Bd 8 goOd covr men on datense.

8, Plerrs. Hlxoﬂ. Gofonalve back ‘Wayno: An All-
Wolverine A League pick as a junior, leon {5-11, 165)
I fast ond strong. Ho's not akald 1o make contact and
should be one of 1he arca'’s slandouts befors tha 1939
R003ON onds. Also an axcellent basketball player and
track parformer.

9. Mi
Wmﬂlnnd Glonn: The sacond-team All-Obsarver pick
mada hiz known o3 & Junior end should bu tn
Ene for a big senior year, The 8-2, 230-pounder is a Mid-
American forenca calibor player and ks ono ol the
oesons why Glenn ‘cousd bo making its fourth stets
playat! nppcmmhmoynnm

10. rlo Stover, qumntb:sck Waestiand Gloan:
Although overshadowsd by Coloman, 1
paund cignal catiet trnwlac 1310!5:“\:\!0(

£heukd be evan belter this sagson. Ko ta quick enough to -,
scrambke and should riag Up som tmpressive pasting
rumbdrs tis yecr, supassiag the ikes ol former Glenn

standouia Glave Irwin, E_xm Hawioy and Cint Straub.
11, Mot Gonloy, tallback, Farm. Hardson:

Mizsod tho firet itdoa Games of 1088 bocauss of a kneo . &
Inlry, but tsbounded 1o ki tha slate Class @ champi- |
cns In nushing (463 Y:dﬂ o0d 13 touchdowns). b the -

playo! mheomkoda
czia. Tha 811, 182-pound running
o doutio hia mJ\Lw;) 1olal thig £os2an.

ord 8lx T8 apainst Avons

CC: Saw consiiacabla action last yoar fora”

he 6-1, 168- .

back ehould be able .

ﬁ collg

Céritral
Dlviclon

Rice bids
to break*
CC hold ¢

8y Brad Emons :
steff writor

There's no room for the falnt of
heart in the tough Central Division
of the Catholle League.

The 1989 football season for six
schools will again test each member
in a survival of the flttest.

For the past two scasons Red!urd
Catholic Central has ruled the Cen-
tral and won the Catholic League A-
B Division title.

. A bridesmald for the past two sea-
sons, Blrmingham Brother Rlce ap-
pears to be the favorite to reclaim
its first crown slnce 1838, 1

But watch out for three ather con-
tending teams Includlng alwoys
tough Warren DeLaSalle, alcog with
Harper Woods Blshop Gallagher and
Harper Woods Notre Dame.

Only Redford Bishop Borgess ap-
pears to be a long shot for the Litle.

Here is 2 preview of the Central:

REDFORD CC

The Shamrocks (12-1 overal, 50 Con-
1ral) lost saveral key pwlovmm Including
All-State’ noso tackle Lea Kruogor {Unk
versity of Wisconsin}. quarterback Scoit
Hauncher, center/lincbacker Pat McHalo,
tackic Jack Dankert, end Lou Ye:oor ond
kicker Pota

But tacklo Fyan Bedl, 8 6-foot-d, 245-
pound sanior, anchora anather streng CC
tine.

The team’s strongth biea in g skill play-
©r3 with 1he rotum of senior tailback Dave
Owena (716 yards), wide recotvor Mike
Mathis and tulback Arshon Stewart.  *

The quarterback situation rests wilh,a

‘ pakr of juniocs — 6-1, 180-pound Jason

Cars, s0n 0f University of Michigan delon
cive coordinator Lloyd Carr, and 5-10.
170-pound Jock Davidson.

“We havo a lot of people we can go
fo," said CC coach Tom Mach, who has
guided the Sharmrocks o one state title
{1979) and a palr of second pince fin-
Ishes (19687-88).

BIRMINGHAM BROTHER RICE

Optimism Is running high In tho Wart
ors’ camp aa coach Al Frocassa, enterlng
his 215t soacon, wolcomes back senlor
quarterback Bob Uttee, who completad
101 of 180 passes foe 1,127 yards snd
nind touthdowns 1452 s0&s00,

Uttor comparas ' tavorably lmbr
slalwart Rics quartorbacks, Including
English, Dave Yarema, Alien Syulmd
ond Jon Glesaiman.

“Bob Is probably one of our Mcﬁl
workors,” Frocassa said. “He's @ f
loader. Ha can ntso run. Ho ranks right vp
theso with 1ha other fine qunnrvbnm
wo've had 01 Rico.”
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