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_Judging from prescason Indicators, the
' 1689 football eeason in tha Weatern Lakes
Adllvites Achlnllnn could be a repeat
o the previ
-Fnrmlnnwn llﬂb Harrlson and Weat-
land John Glens, the divislon champlons.
and Jeague finallsts a year ago, are ex-
pecied $o fleld strong teams once more
and, come late October, could end up
playlag for tha titlo agals.

. ?‘mnmgmn Hills Harison, the relgn.
1ig WLAA asd Class B champlon, Is the
Observer sports stafls plck to sin the
Western Divisloa title (his fall. Think that |
hiis ‘something to do with the return of
Ml Coleman?

_Watch out for Livonia Churchill,
:gh, becauso the Chargers have ons of
Ofeeryerland'a blggesl, most explosive
"u:znl ve backficlds.
the Lakes Dlyision, defending cham-
ﬁ!",a Westland Joko Glenn iy expected to
v'4/a ‘challenge from Plymouth Salem
i{a North Farmington, but the Rockets
& the early lavoruu in thels half of the

.:Elznn lest do-lt-all Bryant Sattetlee to
*iduation, but quarterback Eric Stover
durns for his u-nlur campnfgn after an

ipressive Jund
"'Fnl]avlng is a upan]e look at all the
glaning with the
mu DM:lon and with teams lisled in
prder of expzcted finish:

WESTLAND JOIN GLENN

The Rockets, who ln:lyur last to Har-
Flion [n the WLAA i te game, return sen-
tor quarierback Erlc Staver, a starter atl
ef'es. -
Glm finlshed the season at §-2 after
usted In the Class A quarierfinals
by mdlari Catholic Central, The Rock-
&ta' major loss to graduation was Bryant
Satterlee, o two-way starter at tallback
l‘l:.ld lincbacker,
*I thiok wo'll be mom balanced,” sald
Koach Chuek Gordon, in his 13ih year.
Evillm Safterlec It was foollsh not to run.

5

e lsa ck and one of the
. lwyllnthcumn.!lnhuu.oodm
«0rm #s we've ba
4 Slxty ployers m out for Glenn'’s vare
ty and the co-captalns of the group are
+}¥om Luxion (5-10, 182}, a scnlor backup
ullhzck. and senior defemive end Kralg
Muban. Senor Shannon Layne (3-19, 170)
43 the Incumbent to start at tallback and
#ha fuliback i senlor Panl Blaly (511,
L)
I &mg the ball will ba senlor wide

3 1 52 all
it wil bo veyed by Kaban (61, 1835,

’llrxw hitter, Others to watch Include
fioscguard Sam Weddlngton (3-8, 170) and
licebacker Mark Johnsion {6-2, 230}, who
gleo starts at offenalve tackle.

PLYMOUTH SALEM

The Rocks® wishbone offenso has po-
o tentlal with the return of senfors Ryan
“Jphnson, P-lBa-[a and Rob Kowalskl.

- LJ Kowalsk{ shared time last
‘Jearat qnnn:rhack. but the signal caller
. (his year will be Kowalskl. Johnson (6-3,
:ll) -m line up at halfback, Bowle re-
Iback and an impressive new-
ck Chad Johnson, who sat
erring from

%e problem ls, Salem, with only Casey

ﬂldwll and Joe Roza returning on the

!no, will need to open some holes for the

eat-1aden backfleld.

“We're 50 thin up lrvnl, we converted

cks linemen," coach Tom

er sa1d. *]t wlill be a whxlu bclorv
offeastvo

the lize becomes

“eoough to handle what it has to lundl:
+The besuty of our backileld is you can't
fznotu 000 of thoss backs, because all of

them ¢ 1bs football.”
"“Jahm ed for 537 yards and clght
;'Em 1288, 234 Bowle carried for a team-

. v}aci' Peﬂrdon, lho volarnn coach of tho Livonla
tovancon footsall. toumy, onters hila 25th yoor 1,
kS -r'ilh tha Gparlena. Skovon:xon, cnmlnn olfnd-s

! backup to

high 018 yards and flvo TDs. Senlor Liry-
an Schuliz, a promising returalng receiv.
er, will miss the start of the season, how-
ever, after undergolog arthroscople kaeo

ery.
Salem lost All-Observer llnebacker
Mike Jarvey to graduation, and his posi.
tlon will be manned by Chad Johnson.
Steve Burlison {¢-1, 180) d ¢

é@@@@«'@ﬁg
to repeat

), = o
feaslve back, wlil be an outside lineback-
cr. Ryan Johnsen returns to strong sale-
ty, leadling the secondary.

NORTH FARMINGTON

North 13 bullding Its 1989 team around
defense, even though defenslve standouts
Zalm Curmulaj and Joe Sturiz, have
graduated.

Among ihe returnces Is heavy-hliting
senfor inslds linebecker Rob Zeno (3-11,
170), and secondarymen s White and

erry Dolak. The Ralders were 7-2a year
nuo, and coach Jim O'Leary counts on an
sccondary to make up for

any nlhcr deflciencles the team has.

The junler varsity also was 7:2 a year
ngo and O'Leary 13 confident those play-
ers will continue to be successful on the
varslty,

“I pever worry about deftnse,” coach
O'Leary said. “Delense 13 a ot easler to
tcach than offense, It the kids are aggres-
sive, they might make mistakes, but the
sccondary should bo able to cover for

em.”

Whlte' {8-3, 170) is only a Juslor and he
i3 also & weapon on offense where be
caught 33 passes for 425 yards as a soph-
omore wldo recelver., Senjor Jon Kraus, a

*“He might bo one of our top three foot-

ball players,” Reardon sald. “Last year
he started every tion for us. Te works
hard and loves the game of football.”

The tallback position will be {illed by
clther Rob Petree (5-10, 188), a senlor

who missed most of last season with a -

broken collarbone,
Marshke (-8, 148).

Kevln Corradl, a 6-0, 178-pound senlor,
glves the Spartans a rcliable player at
Ught end.

All-Observer (lirst-team tackle Eric
Ruth i3 missing from the olfenslve line
after graduating, and Reardon is faced
wilh tho task of rebullding the whole line.
Only two scnlars, Doug Pascos (5-10, 208)
and Barry Greco (6-0, 211) aro expected
to b among the playing group.

Stevenson, with only ikrea phyen list
ed over 200 pounds, will “have to have o
groat pursull defense,” Reardon sald.

or junlor Tim

FARMINGTON
The Falcons were winless In nlno
games, 50 second-year coach Rlck Mllhlz-
¢r ks eager.to get that {irst win under hls

it
He'd like h‘: get 1t Friday at West

Mike
last year, will get the call at qunrlcrbzck
Kraus (3-10, 160} bas pore gulckness and
sunnlng ability than Fillpovich, so there
might be more sprintout passing In
North‘a offense,
‘who rushed for 1,001 ynrds lul

: lnll at ullb:ch will be replaced by

¢ noscguard In '88. Do]nk m-
turns at upback. Cunmulaj leaves a big
vold on the lina where o host of new play-
ers wll get thelr chance.

Former soccer player Mike Cowen, o
first.year player, ts the placekicker and
punter.

WALLED LAKE CENTRAL |

The Viklngs lost quarterback Derk
‘Wallace to graduatlon, but seven stariers
return on both offense and defense.

Ceatral finished the scason at 4-5 over-
all, 3-3 in the Lllu D(vlzlon. Tho Vikings

are & senlor-laden sophomore
Mark Tlmnxk (!-C, 170) ml;hl be there-
placement for ce, who threw for

787 yards and earned all-dlvislon honors
as a nafely.
The ather qu;{rurback candidate is

unlor Lawrence

"We'lll roll a lot with Mark,” coach
Gary Tuz sald “We'll get him outside and
throw the ball with him.qIdeally, I

wouldn't want a sophomore at quarter- .

back becacse we're baslcally a senlor
team, but right now Lhe seolors bavo tak-
¢n to him. I hope he can fump on thelr
bandagon and {18 right in."

The tailback is junlor Joo Gough {6-1,
195), who galned 630 yards on the ground
and 340 in pasaing yardage last year,
‘Three starters, Including 6-5, 250-pound
scolor tackle Brian Marsh, return on the

The Vikings' 4-3 defense is led by scn-
for middle linebacker Nick Kilfner (-1,
205), the leading tackler in *35, The place-
Kicker/punter 1 Darryl Plotrowaki, a
Junior who bay 43« to 30-yard field goal
range, Tux zald.

Central wen four of Is Jast flve games
tast fall, shutting out the oppoaltion twlce
during that span. Tuz sald Central was
“Uhree catches from a 7-2 season,” recall-
lng loases to Churchlll, Salem lnd M-

"We’u bave to drop the mental mis-
takes,” be sald.

LIVONIA STEVENSON

Coach Jack Reardon, entering his 24ih
year, ls coming off a 4.5 record In 1988,
hls first losing season In 17 years.

Improving on Jis record will ba a diffi-
cult Lask for Stevenson, with only four re-
turning starters and seven sealors oa the
roster, The moat Impresalve senior is Bri-
an Piergentlll (3-11, 182), an all-purpose
back last season, who will start at quar-
terback and play safety.

fore the Western Lakes
Activitles Assoclatlon scason Kicks off
Inter next month,
ding Farmington's otfense la senlor
quarterback Chrls d, who started
the Jast threo games a year ago. Tatlback
Dave Winey returns for his senlor year
after galning $50 yards, and one of
Schmid's best targets will be senlor
ﬂnnk:r Brian Vicehio,
ght end ls Erie Miller, who atart-
e lhe '88 zeason at quarterback, and the
biggest lineman ls Derek Mehreban (6-4,
235), Numbers aro sllm, however, at
Farmington, and Milhizer will be forced
10 play nearly all hls starters both ways.
“The players are starting to under-
stand wlm it takes to be & winner,” Mil-
hlzer gafd. “Belng a winner fsn't just win<

“ning on game day. It’s belng a winoer all

the time. The lttle things are Important,
but we're stll] hurt by numbers.”

FARMINGTON HILLS HARRISON

Oppesing teams are hoping Mil) Cole-
man lxn't saving his best for lzst.

Coleman enters hls senlor year with
one Class B state champlonship already
behind him, and the Hawks aro, expected
to contend for that honor agaln. The &-
foot-9, 165-pound quarterback ~ rated
among the best kigh school players In the
country at hla positlon by the Sporting
News — throw for 2,074 yards last year
and thrown for more than 5,000 yards
in his career.

Coleman completed 108 of 171 passes
last year In leading the Hawks to a 13-0
record and the WLAA title.

So what's left as an encore?

“I don’t know how he can Improve on
his play after last year,” coach John
Herrington sald. “But he’s a captaln now
and be'll have to show some more off-
1teld leadership.”

There ls concern at Harrison because
the Hawks have to replace Coleman's fa-
vorite targets, Bryan Wauldron and Cmd
Burgess, who graduated. gone {ro
(he offenslve line are Dale Katz and Jul
Skinner and thelr replacements are Inex-
perienced.

But

Livonia Franklin conch Armand Vigna makes o
point with John Revels whilo teaching the

JIM JAGDFELD/ataft photographer

the

techniques al dolomiva line play. Vigna says

Ume they pass ml

HII also wlil be vne o( Harrison’s most
tmportant defensive players, linlng uvp
atongside Blazo Sarcevich (6-3, 212) ll in-
slde lincbacker.

Last year, Haorrlson yielded only 83
polnts In 13 games and o team scored
more than two TDs agalnst the Hawks In
any game, The down Linemen and second-
ary are young, but Harrison teams tend
to refoad, not rebulld.

.
LIVONIA CHURCHILL

The Chargers are making a bid to be-
come one of the Western Lakes surprise

m:

Churchill returns an exploslve back-
fleld — hlgm!xhled by senlor fullback
Andy Saplenza — and Is expected to im-
prove on fts 4-5 record. A tough e.-uly
season schedule, featuring North Farm-
Ington and Farmington llllb llnann in
the flrst (hree weeks, be the only
thing preventing. lmpmvcmmL

Saplenza (8-2, 213) ls the brother of for-
mer Livonla Beotley standout Steve Sa-
plenza and may bave more major-college
potentlal,

“The potentlal is there,” coach Herb
Osterland sald of his second-team All-Ob-
server standout. “We're Jooking for Andy
to run up the middle, because he's a blg,
strong and tough kid. If we win the first
couple games, It's rully golng to make
for a positlve situation.”

Others exp«:ud lo  carry the ball are

ways," coach Bob ocn e aald. “We
could see [t [n the atiltude of the kids In
the welght room during the winter and
apring. If nothing else, that win made the
kids beliove in themszelves a llitle move."
Junlor Karl Wukle, who (lln:d valu-
able experience late In tha year at quar-
ck, returns to Jead Iht cmm' Ifor-
matlon offense. Canton was 0-4 before
‘Wulkle took over but flnlshed 3-8, Another
important member of Canton's offense is
taflback Jue] Riggs, who has beefed up lo

175 poun

The Cﬁlell lost their leading recelver,
Mark Barrette, lo graduation, but return
senlors Jeremy Rheault (3-8, 160), Dave
:ﬂl‘:.;ﬂl {3-10, 135) and Chris Robinson {3-

, 140)

Senior Brian Bartlett {6-1, 208) ltnes up.
at tackle on offense and begins his third
year as a slarter at defersive end. The
Chlefs are deep al lincbacker, where
Trond Darby, Jason Blelec, Jason Demb-
ny and Josh Walaskay return.

An area of concern [s the secondary,
which will be dominated by &n untested
Sunlor class,

NORTHVILLE

The Mustangs return mammoth-sized
delenslve tackle Rob Spradlin {¢-5, 260),
but even he Lan't able to £11} all the voids
created by gradua

Nine senlora off tast year's team grad-
uated, so Spradlin, considered a major-
college prospect by coach Darrell
will need to make more of

has a trio of
senlor returnces In the batlﬂeld — Matt
Conley (511, 192), Joe George (8-0, 185)
and Steve Hi) (6-3, 210). Conley gained a
team-high 463 yards and scored 13 touch-
dawns last year. HI, one of he stato’s
premier kickers with 62 extra polots Inst
year, makes the Hawks a (hreat every

z
x

Obsarver photo

uonuen, is lod by running back Bzlan Plorgoenti-

senlor ot

Noumchef{ nnd Junlor Mlke Brooks. The
13 Mike Spi 2%,

155-pound pnclmge

The Hncbackin, will a
strength [n Churehlll‘u 52 dc!mse S-Ip!m~
23 and John Alttamna will line up as out.
slde lincbackers and the Inslde lincback-
cr3 will be Naumeheff and Bob Margo,

Others to watch on defense are nose-
guard Jim King (8-1, 190} and senlor Kev-
in Fletchaer (8-10, 185).

LIVONIA FRANKLIN

Could Franklin coach Armand Vigna
be erasing words llke pltch and option
from his playbook?

Unless he's playlng a game with the
medla, It appears so.

“The optlon game is gone, no more
pliching the ball, we're throwing If any-
mlnx:' Vigna said in an earller Interview.

“We're uslng a backwards approach.
We're golng to pass to set up the run.”
Senlor Drian Bartx, who

0 Possceses &
strong arm, lwh Uke the perfect cands-
date (o run such an offense. A catcher on
the baseball team, Vigna sald Barts bas
one of the strongest arms dating back to
Rich Popp, the quarterback of the 1903
Frankiin team.

Vigna's line Is stacked, $0 be's not op-

posed Lo running the ball, Leading lbe”

returnees Include senlor tackles Derek
Ploch (8-1, 211} and Ray Moldovan (81,
220), jonior guard Paat Rhoads (6-2, 310),
senlor center Christopher Counts (8-1,
207), and tight end Brian Stover (6-1, 180).
Tho Patriots’ 4-3 defenso-wlll be fed by

ucklo Dan McKay (6-2, 216) and new.

Roberts (5-0, 237), also a

er Chris
fackle. Sunlor Bobty Jobnson (81, 290)

shows promise at linchbacker and as a
punter and placeklcker,

PLYMOUTH CANTON
The Chlefs ended tho 1988 scason wilh
an upset win over Plymouth Salem,
marking the first time (bey ever beat the.
ka,

A winnlng record ls on this year's agen-

da and that, too, would be & first &t Can- -
too. : :
“The Salem win helped us In a lot of

an lmpact this year,

Spradlin was an  All-Western Division
cholee a year ago. Three starders, Chuck
Schuff (80, 323}, Bob Townsend (5-11,
185) and Jason Stringer (5-10, 180), retum
(o the offensive tine. Quarierback Greg

and hia F

will
run offenoively and throw the balf more.

thatr on the

Price graduated 30 those duties will be:
long to either senior Steve Bastian (5-10,
160) or sophomore Ryan Hozjak (8-11,
145),

WALLED LAKE WESTERN

Coach Chuck Apap, entering his 11th
year at Western, only starters
returnlog on offense 2nd two on defense.:

One of the slgnificant losses (o gradua-
tlon was Shoane Scannell, a quarterback
and outside linebacker who s playlng this
falt at Wayne State Univeralty,

Still, Apap rematns optimistic.

“We're golng to ba better," he sald.
“We have a young team — we'll start two
sophomores. The first Lhree games {at
home against Novi, Westland John Glenn
and Northvllte) will dictate a lot to us. If
we knock a few out In the beginnlng, that
would put us on the right foot.™

Senfor tallback Sean Litzinger, a full
back n 1988, Is the most impresslve re
turning starter becanse of his 4.6 3,
and sirength, The other returnlag offent
slve starters are wide receiver Chris
Johnson (3-10, 147), a 4.8 sprinter, and
center Brent McCallum {3-7, 181). The
quarterback ls Todd Brion (6-1, 160), whe
had an “exceptional serimmage,” accor
ing to Apap agalnst Detroit Country Day.

Newcomers expected to contribute arg
sophomore running back Mat Middleton,
who scored 18 touchdawns on the i
man team, and sophomore lineman Chris

pap.

Delenslvely, the Warrlors' 5-2 allgn-
ment wili be led by senlor inside lincs
backer John 0'Mell (59, 170) and senlor
noseguard Tedd Heater (60, 181). The

and punting
belong ta unlor Erle Franz, who made 3
42-yard field goal & year ago and aver-
ued 38yardsa F“D
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