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HO'D HAVE
THOUGHT that Mary

Rose DuPrie, growing

up in Garden City, a .

true tomboy in a_family of three
brothers, would someddy be one of
¥ :m:h hot* Wu-o feritors des . ‘c?lors afd v o
n the motropo! aren’ - pletes the loog, tad 13 o

Not Mary Rose, that's for sure. ** Ishin, b g c‘ﬂmhw
She never even had an art class un-
il she was 25, Of course, once sho
had that firat taste, there was no
:lopp‘m; her.

“‘My background interest is ar-
chitecture and fine art,” she said in
the well-equipped workshop of her
Bloomficld Hllis home. “T took eve-
ry art class Imaginable and I loved
itan” ‘

Her quest for art courses took
her to Oakland Community Col:
lege, Wayne State University, Cen: teplaced -my
ter for Creative Studles and finally ' clofhes buying impuilses with buy- *
for hands-on carpentry to adult ed-  Ing tools — there's always another
ucation classes at Berkshire Mid-  too). I'm just so amazed I do jt, but
dle School and Ferndale High It's alotof work."

School, Name it, she’s had it, She

worked for Futura Custom Kitch- BACK ORDERS are such that
ens for slx years and xull does  she's In her workshop about 10
part-time. hours a day. But, the response she's

It was the carpentry classes that  had from the publlc from the shows
turned her Ilfe around, “Until I
took (he clnss at Berkshire Middle
School (Blrmingham school dlis-
trlct), I had never worked with a
drill or anything. I loved that class,
it was all hands-on, Then, I took the
class at Ferndale. The alr tools wa \
used there were geared more for

~me."

THE ELEGANT - JEWELRY
boxes, price range $650-§1,600,
which she bullds to order incorpo-
rate all of her wide ranging of
akills. She began to make them
when she couldn’t find one for her:

cabinets are 19 Inches wide by 12
inches deep, Radlus cabinets are 25
inches wlide. The customer can
choose the number and depth of
drawers and black or gray velvet
lning.
DuPrie cuts the tops from half- .
. inch Avorlte, an ve,
rable material that comes in many

laminate In'a vulely of ‘coldts’ or’
are done In other custom . treat:.
ments such as wood-vencer ‘which

1s o cholce of four counter top edg.
¢3 - bullnese, square, bevel or
stepped. She makes the tables to
match.

“Tho design concept It totally’
unl e, zhe said, “I didn't steal
l' lng.'f, She 'smited and added,

Ve .

lnnz hours inllnitely worthwhile..
d bésides, her father, Neal Du-
-Prin of Garden Clty, Is 50 proud of

.Sha remembers that she used to
apply to be In art shows and occa-
sionally get rejected. Now she gets
invited. She will be one of 70 artlsts
in “Art on tho Green™ In Franklin
Village which ia part of the Labor
Day Round-Up. She will be onc of
the featured guests at a trunk
showing at Roz and Sherm's of
»B oon-uleld Township in October.

ell.
“I bulld everythlng on them,

bul du-.

+After she com

she s just now getting into, There *

she does and the lifestyle she's -
bullding for hersell. mako .those!

shoea and f

Mary Rose DuPr(a, ahovm using a ruulor in her wovk-hup, says buylng loola Is much moro lun than buylng clothen or shoes.

Skﬁed carpenter/artist
builds a b@Ommg career
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By Joan Boram ’

specil writor

Sittng isn't n scholarly subject.
Anthropologists may squabble over
bones and shards and ashes of an-

clent fires, but they never quibble -

over who sat down flrat.

And even the most etbnocentric
group never clalms that one of thelr
own invented sltting.

1t's safe to say, however, that the
first man who stood upright for any
length of time wanted to take a load
off his fect, and sat down.

Could chalrs have been far be-
hind?

Ape, flsh, or angel, when cur pro-
genltor .developed a backslde that
sat on a log and leaned agalnst a
tree, the chalr was Invented.

Period, Form followed function.

That's what you think. .

Claudia F, Brownlle recently host-
cd a special showing of “cutting
edge” furniture in her Michigan De-
sign Center showroom. The chalrs
were presented by Interna Deslgns
of Chicago, an lmporm- and liccnsee

y fur-

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/sta!t photogeapher

Phillipe Starck named his .
chair designe after his
frionds. Above io Ed Archar
which has the designer's
trademark fin in the back, Be-
low is Costas, whose good
looks are the scat of its at-

niture, Included In the exhlbll. were
several new models by Internattonat-
ly renowned deslgners  Philllpe
Starck and Richard Penney.

Starck Is an archlteet, whose short
squat chalrs have & streng archltee-
tural quality reminlscent of the tall,
skinny c)mln a[ Charles Rennie

Mary Rose DuPric opens the door of a jowelry box she just

(hc past year nnd uld with an en-
gaging, smile, “I'm just amazed.

Frankiin throws party

The 45th annual Labor Day
Round-Up in. Franklin Village will
{cature 74 artists and artisans in
““Art on the Green,” a horso show, a
mldway and food.

Mary Rose DuPrie will be show-
Ing her custom made jewelry cabl-
nets in a variety of colors and
styles, Other artists will show thelr-

erything you sce”she sald.'.Tho’
drawers are lined In velvet, The

with pottery, ceramles, phologra-
phy, baskets, weaving, watercolors,
woodearvings, bronzo and brass
sculpture and blown glass.

“Art on tho Green” sweatshirts
and T-shirts will be available,
Rours are*20 n.m. to 6 p.m, No,ad.
misstoncharge. .+ . Con

{Inish

. It I3 toa) and biack taminate with matching table,

Staff photos by Jerry Zolynsky

alsoa
Like Mnckinloshs chairs they are
stark black. Each man also frequent-
ly deslgned for restavrants. But
where the Scotsman's designs were
Nouveau/Deco, the Frenchman's are

. vaguely surreal - a soupcon of Rene

Magrilte. In some instances, the:
amybicllcr looked ot than sat on. 4
- The first “designs ‘that earned
Starck important attention were for
a Paris cafe. The chairs for that
commission were named “Costas,”
{Starck names h!s furniture deslgna
after friends). Like all of Starck’s de-
slgns, Costas is smaller than most
people we know.

The cafe must have served
nouvelle culsine - much more than
two string beans and a lamb chop
and you just wouldn't fit the furni-
t

are.
*Accordlng to Bruce Rclahart,
spokumnn for Interna Designs,
‘!T‘ As well as Beauty, Is In the
ye ot the beholder, There Is a term,
roelved ergonomics, meanlng that.
a plecc has to look receptive and
warm. y translated, “ergo-
nomlcs” means'z chalr doesn't make
your back ache.)

“Soma of Starck’s chairs Costas
belng one of them, are very uncom-
fortahle, but they look inviting, so
people are attracted to them.”

Sure enough, even as he spoke, &
young woman sat on the hall-barrel-

shaped chalr. She leaned back, she
looked surprised, she squirmed,
trylng to Isolate the com!ort she had
percelved. Then ghe got up. But she
jooked uncasy and a little guilty.

toats, leggage, chibn, vases, comput-

ers, fabrics and pastz. In bis role as
architect, he hes bulldlngs fo the
United States, France, 2nd Japan,

Starck's designs are not generic;
they are calculated to fit a speelilc
environment and are seldom adapt-
able to another milleu.

AMEIUCAN INDUSTRIAL DE-
NER Richard Pecney and his
"Nut" chalr represent the opposite
of Starck’s . design. methodology.
Starck’s furniture is often derived
from sketches that he-made as a
child. Penney 9, pent a year and a half
dslgnlng
After xnxklnn a thorough study.of
the evolution of chair design and sur-
veying everything avatlable on the
current market, Pennc: “ccided that
anything that “could ‘be done has

- been, Then he designed “Next.”

“Next" doesn’t cxactly radinte
percelved ergonomics. People tend

-to walk right paut it. But it is very

comfortable-and. has been a great

commereial success. Unltke Starck’s

chalirs, “Next” isn’t site-specific, it is
Ble to

Why wasn't Costas
Hnd she done something wrong?

Why would anyone want an un-
com{ortable chalr for a cafe? Maybe
for the same reason they paint fost
food restaurants orange - people cat
fast and get out.

“E4 Archer,” another Starck de-
sign, sports a Starck trademark, an
aluminum fin Instead of back legs.

“Ed Archer was also designed for
a restavrant,” sald Relchart. “The
fin made It casier for walters to ap-
proach the table, they didn'{ have to
avoid the back lexs of traditionally
deaigned chairs.

These chalrs bave no udq and are .
less restrieting than *

As Brownlia put It, "You cnn Just
oozeover the gldes.”

A prolific deslgner, Starck works
for leading manufacturers world-
wide. He deslgns furniture for Span-
Ish, Ttallan, Freach and Jopanesse
companies. Other projects Include

any .

“A New York restaurant has 200
of these chalrs,” sald Relnhart, “and
1t is widely used in offlces, There are
many “Nexts” {n pesidential aftua-
tions as well”

In appearance, “Next” is best de-
seribed as utilitarian. It has four
wooden legs, a padded seat that rests
on an exposed wooden platferm and
a gracefully curved back with four
decorative open squiggles In the law-
er half,

*The curvo of the back was both a
visual nlcety and an ergonomic pe-
cessity” sald Rinchart. “But he
found. tho same-back In a Chinese
chair from the Ming Dynasty (1368-
1644). It proved bls theory that,
chalr.wise, uzeres nothing new un-
der the sun.”

Thesa chalrs and others in the cel-
lection, are avallablo Lhrough Clau-
dla F. Brownlle & Co. For informa-
tlon, call 648-4775.

Orchestra going
home in style

Detrolt Symphony Orchestra Hall
plans a festlve homecoming parade
12:30-2 p.m. Fridag, Sept: 18, to sym-
bollze the orchesira's. move from
Ford Audltorium to its new home,
Orchestra Hall,

Floats, marching baads,
cheerleaders, clowns and dlgnitarfes
will jolin members of the orchestra
in 2 procession north on Woodward
Avenuo to Orchestra Hall, where the
orchestra will perform a short con.
-cert In front of the hall,

During the 1040s Orchestra Hnll
under the nama of Paradisa Theatre,
wns tha sita of per(ormnnm by tho

flnest jazz and vaudeville artists in
the country.

A GALA concert, “A Salute to
Paradiss Theatre,” will celebrato
that great heritago at 8 p.m. Bept. 18
at Orchestra Holl. -

A speelal appearance by dancer/
actor Gregory Hines will headline
tho event, which will featuro tho De-
trolt Symphony Orchestra conducted
by Miich Miller,

Jolning Maestro Miller and um nr-
chestra witl be saprane Gall Nelson,
performing songs by Georga Ger-
shwin and Harold Arlcn, und The

Sultans, Detroit tap-dance legends,
wwho will dance to the music of Duke

Elllngton. .
+ There will bo reminlscences on the
Paradise Thaatro days and a dleplay

. of memorabilln from the old Para.-

dise Thealre, includlng itema discav-
ered daring this summer’s restora-
tion of Orchestra Hall,

M KNOWN to most of
ey from hls “Sing Along With
Mllch" nlb\nl:nl and television ap-

ductor with orchestras across the
cound

Asa yonng ‘obolat just graduated
from tho Eastman School of Music In
193, he toured .the country with
Gemmu: and the George (‘cﬂnwln

Orchesf
In IBS:\ hn played in the mhutn :
of tho orlglnnl producuon of “Porgy
Desa™ During this

and timo, ho stad.
led the remarks and ornancey |
of Gershwin, The. skilly he learned

make Miller one of today’s flnest (n-

traincd
musiclan who has spent the last sev-

cral yearn nppcarlng [ znm con- .

of worka by Ge: and

Picasotumnto Pogo d



