Levin's House district f

By Wayno Peal
statf writor

Most political observers e

1t Is certaln Michlgan will be o big
populntion loser once 1980 census
figures are complled.

But it's more than a questlon of

numbera on a page. The 1990 census

could bring profound changes In the
state’s Congressional delegation —
including western Wayne County's
threo Congresslonal szeats, one of
which Is held by Rep. Sander Levin,
D-Southfield. .

1o lose up to two of lts 18
House of Representative scals as a
result of Lhe next census,

“I think that's a pretly good pre-
diction — iwo ‘scats,” satd David
Gelss, a spekesman for Rep. William
Ford, D-Taylor, whose district In-
cludes Gorden City, Westland, Can-
ton Township and senthern Livonla,

Which seats willibe lost is uncer-
tain. Yet cach of the arca’s three
seals — the 2nd, 15th and 17th —

were projected as population losers
ina Burve, or

includes elty of Plymouth, Plymouth

Congresstopal Quarterly.

That means they are vulnerable, It
not to eilmination, then to boundary
re-drawing. If clther happens, area
residents currently represented by
Ford, Levin or Carl Pursell ‘might
flnd themselves annexed to someone
elsc's district by the time the 1992
clectlons roll around,

- “It's falr to expect every district
wlll face some kind of change,” said
Pursell, R-Plymouth, whose district

Landing fees

Panel postpones billing small planes

By Janice Brunson
staff wrller

Responding to oppoesition volced
by the operatora of small ajrcraft,
Wayne County commlsslones tabled
a recommendatlon calling for land-
ing fees at Detrolt Metropolitan Air-

port.

Members of the Committee on
Roads, Alrports arid Publle Services
unanimously voted last week to post-
pone actlon until more Informatlon
is avallable,

Commissioner Susan Heintz, a
member of the committee whose dls-
trict includes Livonia, opposed the
recommendation, “I want the record
to show I oppose landing fees.”

Under a proposed schedule, air-
craft operators would be charged
fees of $7 to $169 for each landing at

. Metro, depending upon welght of the
aircraft. Most of those expressing
opposition at Thursday's meeting op-
crate aircraft subject lo fees of $7.

“‘This i3 a thinly veiled attempt to
cradicate general avlation from
Metro,” sald Larry White of Canton,
president of the Mang Aero Club
‘whose members rely on Metro to gas
thelr planes,

BIll Bottle of Farmington Hills,
chairman of the Tenant Associatlon
of Metropolltan Alrport, said landing
{ees were a way of forclng small air-
eralt owners into paying for ajrport
expanslon.

“LIGHT AIRCRAFT doesn't need
10 to 12,000 foot runways or new ter-
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minals. The scheduled airlines need
lh?;n So let them pay for it,” Bottle
sald,

White maiatalns emall alrcralt op-
erators already “pay thelr fair
share” by purchasing gasoline from
a self-service pump at Metro, Four
cents of each gallon sold goes to
‘Wayne County.

In June, 5,642 gailons were sold
and In July, another 4,355 gallons.
Mang members p an estl-
mated 1,000 gallons monthly, ace
cording to White, who sald an addi-
tionat 1 cent charge on each gallon
of gasoline that is sold would gen-
erate enough addltional income for
the county. ~

The issve of landing fees first
arosc two years ago, according to
‘Wayne County Commission clerk Al
Montgomery, who told members of

Is “achleveable,” somethlng that
shonld “start in the near term and
continue.”

Landing fees will certainly result
In “relocation,” according to White,
clting the cxperience at Lambert In-
ternatlonal rt in St. Louls.
Landing fees of $7.50.each were re-
cently Initlated. *There is (now) only
one general afreraft located on this
field, a Cessna 172 with one private
owner.”

Most alrports of similar eapacity
to Detrolt Metro, Including Houston
Intercontinental, Memphis Interna-
tional, Phoenlx Sky Harbor and
Pittsburgh International, charge no
landing fces, White sald. Chicago's
Midway charges $4.36 per landing
and the Minneapolls-St. Paul afrport
charges §5.

p and northern Livenla.

THE BIGGEST population loser
— and most vulnerable to change —

appears to be the 17th District, *

which Inctudes Southfleld and Red-
ford Township. The seat is held by
Levin. .

“He’'s very concerned aboul the
census,” Levin spokeswoman Cyn-
thia Mann sald. “The Congressman
1s meeting with the governor and the
state Congressionnl delegation to as-
sure we can come up with a way to
make sure everyone is counted.”

A survey of the nation's 435 House
diatricts found Levin's the slxth big-
gest population loser, by percentage,
for the years 1980-86. Dlstrict popu-
Iatlon shrunk by nearly 6 percent
over that period, according to the
survey.

“Qbvlously, that concerns us
greatly,” Mann said.

Ford's district, the 15th and Pur-
sell’s, the 2nd, were not ranked
among the top 10 popul

aces ¢
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U.S. Rep. Sander Levin

whether the GOP will plck up House
scats as population dwindles in large
citles and thelr older, Industriallzed
suburbs — traditional Democratic
strongholds.

THE ANSWER depends upon
who's dolng the drawing.

C districts are drawn

p losers.
They are, however, inclnded in the
list of Frost Belt seats expected to
sce population decreases.

That group Includes almest alt
House seats In a straight line from
western Pennsylvania and New York
State to western Iowa. E

“It's not surprislng,” Pursell said.
“The Sun Belt is growing and that's
where our party Is concentrating its
strategy.”

(Ironlcally, Rep. Willlam Broom-
field’s Oakland County district 1s
scen as onc of only three seats in the
reglon expected to record a popula-
tion Increase.)

The burning questton In all this is

up by govcrnors, stale Houses and
state Senates. “Thal's what happens
If they agree,” Geiss said. “If they
don't it winds up In (state supreme)
court.” .

With the governorship and state
House in -Democratic control and
with a 20-18 GOP edge in the state
Senate, next year's state races take
on cven greater importance.

Even though they aven't required
to follow geographic boundarles,
boundary plans must be roughly
equal in population. A 1988 U.S. Su-
preme Court decislon ruled districts
must be drawn to assure the smail-
est possible vartance.
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A 1992 omendmest to the natiods
Voting Rights Act is seen as protect-
districts with beavy minority po-
ml:ul:,m ogalnst widezpread redlﬁ-l h

g

Through that amendment, #g-
grieved parties nrex't regaired‘fo
prove there was an Intent to dilute
their voting bloc, they
need only prove dliutlon will occur, s

That fact could become an jssuoin
Michigan re-districting. Rep. Qwrgn
Crockett's downtown Detroit district
was listed as the nation's top popula-
tion loser, with a 13.6 percent de-
cline from 1980-86. The 1st District
£2at held by Detroft mayoral candl-
date Jehn Conyers Jr. ranked f
in terms of population loss with a §.
percent decllne. o

When state politiclans actually sit
down at the table to re-draw bounda-
ries, however, those factors mny
matter less than the eeniority of the
House members whose districts thpy

are carving. .

“Generally, you don't find long-
time House members Josing their
districts,” sald Pursell, a House
member since 1977. “That generally
kappens to freshmen.”

But given the heavy scalority of
most Michigan House members,

retiring
ter the picture," hesald. - .,
- Ford bas been a Heuse member
gince 1965.. Levin has served since
1983, . i
Michigan's House delegation stood
at an all time high of 19 after the
1970 census, but dropped to 18 after
the 1980 census. i

the roads and alrport
that scheduled alrliners at Metro
asked he investigate use fees pald by
others, .

*'When we looked at general avia-
tion, we found many small alrcraft
operators are pot purchasing their
fuel at Metro, They are not contrib-
utlng thelr fair share,” Montgomery

sald, .

Under the current proposal, oper-
ators who do purchese gas at Metro
would recelve credit towards land-
ing fecs.

ITEM 20 of a Commlssion Action
Plan for Metro Alrport calls for re-
locating a portion of general avia-
tlon traffic. The report said the goal
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LABOR DAY WEEKEND

Saturday —10:00 to 6:00
Sunday—12:00 to 5:.00
Monday -—-12:00 to 5.00 N

*Saks Fifth Avenue Open
10:00 to 6:00 Monday

SOMERSET MALL

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy
o) % % s %

| W@DCRAFTS®
LABOR DAY SALE!

Tue. Sept. 5th - Sun. Sept. 10th

Fall is here and it's time to start planning
gmr‘nm Stop in and stock up on books, pl
uring our Labor Day Salel
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- Everything For The Woodworker! ) - : SRLi -
{%uu‘ve never visited our store, now's the peifect time to “?1? 6byl ® Qurs alone, three easy pieces at special pu
8

stock aver. 5000 different woodworking products, everytl . istincti i
-]| from <.'.uvingl tools and finishing supplies lggnodmm'nﬂng tools H * Dlﬂlndlvﬁiﬁ?&ﬁ;&?ﬁfigtm&w update or

; and sharpening stones. You'll find demonstrations, classes, video . : .
/ rental, lumber, machinery, veneess and a sales staff that can help ® The rayon challis release-pleat skirt on a gold ground, 89.90,
and mathcing shawl, 49.90, sizes 4 to 16,

i_v:lu with afl your woodworking projects. Don't forget to ask fora
* Grape acrylic and wool sweater for sizes SM,L, 49.90.

ur winter worksho 1 .
tools and supplies

s
rchase prices.

1 class schedule and a'copy of our newest catalogl

All Books 10% Off! * Updated Separates Collections.

From sharpening a chisel to bullding a Newport hi, all the *The: have boen intermediste price reduction: oms prior 1o this ol

information you'il ever need on woodworking can g?gg'nd inour g limited :leh'mcn fn:'l'lg’: hems prior 10 bl lesrance sk . -
extensive library, . ) . . . . . : R

Tools On Sale! : : B LABOR DAY - SIPTEMBER Ath L

We've put dozens of our most popular tools, Jigs, finishes and SPECIAL HOURS: Troy: - Monday, September 4ih, 10am - 6pm . . A
supplics on salel R e Fairiane:  Monday, Seotember 4th, Noon - 6pm - :

$250 Gift Certificate Giveaway! ’
Come in and register for our $250 Gift Certiffcate Drawi; & Welt

ull the name ofa !u&wmdwmkcr on Sunday, Sept. 10th and
_ ¢ or she will receive a Wooderaft Gift Certificate good for $2501 N
Store Hourg:. o T ’ »
9am - 6pm Mon, - Sat. 13, '
9&-9’;@ Thur;'. %{4&915 ii"ee}lveﬁmph Rd. - . , . : - e ‘e .
12pm - Spm Sus. ord, Somerset Mal, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy. Open weekdays from 10.am to 9 pr; Saturdzy 616 pry Sundsy, 12 to 5:30pm -

Between 5 Milo and 1-96 -

\ 313.537-9377

Fairlane Town Center, Dearbom. Open weekdays from 10 am to 9 pm; Saturdiy t1 7 pm; Sunday, 12to 5 zm.




