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Opossums: Lean mean rock n’roll

By Lsrey O'Connor
statl writer

“That's Opossums with one p.*
said Marty Fletcher, kindly correct-
g the seribble on the reporter’s
nulebook

There are no frills or amenltics
wilh the Opossums, a relatlvely now
four-man outfit by way of Ann Ar-
bor Not even an additional letter.

‘The spark that this band produces,
though, is the mustcat equivalent of
niaking a bonfire by rubbing two
Lwigs together,

The Opossums recently released
their first LP, “Marsuptal Eru ol
{Picnie Horn). Two days were s ¢
recording the project, yet band’
iembers believe they couldn't have
dune better if they stayed two years
s the studio.

A listen to the LP bears this out.
Ihe Upussums certainly possess In
thean paws one of the best releases of
year

Some might eall it dumb Juck -~
nut quite

As three of four band members i1l
w around the table in the basement
ot the Heldelberg Inn tbass player
Yutn Dunham s fishing up In Cana-
da). 1L casy 10 see this I8 a solid eve
ol friends in perfect harmony.

Nu one Interrupts the other while
speaking, and one member dutifully
pours beer into cach empty mug
without belng asked.

DRUMMER RANDY Sabo. guitar-
19 and singer Marty Fletcher, and
guutarist Murk “Reno” Neff are ail
tam Chelsen. Fletcher and Neff
used to strym biuegrass numbers by
the lske.

At one time, these fellowa were
teamed up with another Chelsea na-
uve. Frank Allisen. After cutting a
stngle tugether, they went their sepa-
cile ways

Sabo and Fletcher used to mke
ap the Folkminers, an Ann Atbor
group that disbanded last year.

“When we knew that we were
going to talk to you, we decided we
wouldn't tatk about the Folkminers,”

Spanking Bozos: Bit of this, bit of that

Good thing for Spanking Bozo It didnt. Inci-
dently, Collins said the band's name came to one

By Larry O'Connor
staft writer

There are no
frillsyor ameni-
tios with the
Oposcums, a
relatively new
tour-man outtit
by way of Ann
Arbor.

Fletcher sald. “We're,a
ferent band.

“We're sick of the bands where we
were the kids and we had a mother
(yclling) at us and telling us what to
do. This is qur own bund, and it's
working vut fine."

“Ych, now Marly's the mother,”
Neff added.

The band is like family. More and”
tore people are taking to the group,
The Opossums began performing the
Ann Arbor club clrcuit ast Decem-
ber. Tnuir reputation as a lean, mean
rock ‘0’ roll outflt spread quiekly.

With just 11 songs In their arsenal,
they did something rather unusval.
They headed into the studio. Most
groups would perhaps walt a year or
two before Investing that type of
money.

totally dif-

Not the Opossums, whose confi-
dence belies thelr ages (band mem-
bers are in thelr early 20s).

“WE HAD somec songs that we
thought were pretty good songs,”
sald Fletcher, who,’ andles a majori-
ty of the song writing. “We went In
there and recorded it. It had a feel to
it

I listencd to it. I don't know what
to make of it," Neff added, “Ilike it,
but 1 haven't heard anything llke it
belore.”

‘The spantancity of the event gave
the record 3 lve fecl. The sound is
basle Amerlcan rock 'n’ roll. Yet the
Opossums don't sound like a revival-
ist band and comparisons to '80s
punk also miss the mark.

Band members are not about to

Spanking Bozo is so urban, HUD director Jack

Kemp could be the band’s manager.

The four-member group, led by bass player and
unusual combina-
tioi of rap, psychedelic, world beat and funk to
make a sound that wlll put your woofers and

singer Joha Colllns, mixes a

tweeters ingo electronle convulsions.

When you say city, you say Spanking Bozo, So
whu better to play the 1989 “Dally in the Alley,”
which Lukes place Saturday, Sept. 9, in Detroit?
Ihe Dally {eatures musts, poetry, art and crafls

dumonstrations.

T'he event takes place theee blocks west of
Wuodward Avenue, between Forest and Hancock.
The Detroit Councll of Arts, United Community
Huusing Coalitlon and WDET-FM are sponsoring
. the sale of T-shirts,
posters and beverages wllt help the homeless.

Another purpose of the event ts to bring togeth-
>| (nasc who make up the arts community in De- o

the event. Broceeds (ros

Muslcally. that's not too diffleult. Spanking
Buzo is part of burgeoning music communlty in
the city. which tends to shun the pretentious sub-

urbin club scene.

Other bands In the community include the
Btanks, Kuru, Forced Anger and Son of Sam o
rame only a few. All play diffcrent styles of mu-
sie, but @ comanion thread brings thein together,

“THESE BANDS all pull for one another to

REVIEWS

left.’

‘| grew up with funk
all my life. I've trying
to get rid of the soul
sound in my voice for
a while, but it never

__ Stefanie Diltard

member while watching televislon, which, per-
haps further valldates warnings about sitting in
front of the tube for too fong.

Dillard also has contributed in the way of some
heady lyrics. But at this interview at the Original
House of Pancakes in Southfleld, Collins does
most of the talking.

commission a study on it yet. In-
stead, they Intend to use their debut
LP as a calling card. Plans include
releasing it in cassette form and pos-
sibly In CD later.

Presently, the band is resting up
for what promises to be a busy fatl
schedule. The Opossums will keep
Ann Arbor as a bas%(or the time
being, perhaps venturing Lo Detroit
for a show or two. Also In the works
is a tour of the Midwest clties such
as Chleago, Milwaukee, Wis., and
Mlnneapoils, Minn,

“We have Lo show. our (stuff) now,”
Fletcher said.

The Opossums will perform on
Friday, Sept. 8, at Club Heidel-
berg in Ann Arbor. For informa-
tion, call 663-7758.

COLLINS SAID he's a devout Libertarion and a

make It,"” sald Colllns, who llves in Detroit.
Spanking Bozo has been making musle for sov-
en years. The group has endured personnel shake-
ups and a name change (They werc Soviet Sex
belore finding out another band already had the

handle).

Mator Clty.”

Bozo's urban sound.

‘The present lineup [ncludes singer Stelanic DIi-
lard, guitarist Derek McBride, and drummer
Gary Vandetkerkov along with Collins, Spanking
Bozo is featurcd one three compllation albums,
including the recently released “Maniacs from the

The blggest breakthrough didn't occur on vinyl,
though. Instead it came with the addltion of Dil-
lard, whose soulful volce further enhances the

“ grew up with funk all my life,” said Dillard,
who Is a technleal englneer at WXON-TV Channel
20. “I've trying to get rld of the soul sound in my
volce for awhile, but It never left.”

fan of the works of author Ayn Rand. He can
swing conversation from the fellowship of bands
in Detroit to a messed up tax system that penal-
izes small business, all the while sipping coffee.

Yet his music docsn’t reflect any polltical
vicws. The sound Is much like the way he paints,
another one of his artlstle pursuits.

“I paint In an lmprrs!onlsuc style,” Colllns

sald. “Our music is very layered.”

Psychedellc music appears to be the next big
wave, Bands in England are already cultivallng a
new sound, combining the old with the new.

Collins is quick to defuse the nolon that his
group is a revivalist one.

“We were doing psychedelic music four years

ago,” he sald. “I'm glad it's coming back though.”

Spanking Bozo will be one of several bands
that will at “Th
music fair, which takes pluce on Saturday,
Sept. 9, three blocks west of Woodward, be-
tween Forest Avenue and Hancock. For infor-
mation, call 833-3443.

e Dally in the Alley” art and

IN CONCERT

o FYC

Flne Young Cannibals will perform
with speclut guests, Neneh Cherry, at 8
pam. Tuesday, Sept. 5, ot the Fox Theatre
in Detroit. Tickets are $20. For informa-
tion, call 567-6000.

& CORRUPT
Corrupt, with Cynaclde and Viclent In.
tensions, will pecform on Wednesday,

*"Sept. 8. at Blondies, 21139 W. Seven Mile,

Detroit. For information, call 535-8108.

© VICIOUS HIPPIES

Viclous Hippies will perform Wednea-
day, Scpt. 6. at the Blind Pig, 200 S First,
Ann Arbor. For information. call ¥96.
8555,

© WITHOUT WARNING

Without Warning will pecforan along
with Culture Shock on Thursday. Sepe. 7.
at Club Heldelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Ar-
bor. For Information, catl §63-7758.

© ROXX

Roxx, with Lovis Love and Scam, will
perform on Thursday, Sept. 7, at Blon-
dies, 21139 W Warﬂm D\.lmu For infor-
mation, call 535-8108.

© TANNAHILL WEAVERS

Tannahlll Weavers will perform on
Thursday, Sepl. 7, at the Ark, 837 S.
Maln, Ann Arbor. For informatlon. call
761-1451.

© FIGURE 4

Figure 4 will perform on Thursday,
Sept. 7, at 3-D Music Club, 12 Mile and
Main Street, Royal Oak. For Information,
call 589-3344.

& FUNHOUSE

Funhouse will perform on Thursday,
Sept. 7, at 3-D Dance Club, 1815 N. Main,
Royat Oak. For information, call 589
3344,

o TAZZ ’

Tazz, with Vigilzole and Alyze, will
perform on Friday, Sept. 8. at Blondies,
2139 W. Warren, Detrolt. For Informa-
tion, call 535-8108.

e

© OPOSSUMS
Dposmms will perform with speclal
ests, Penclope Tree, on Friday, Sept. 8,
zl Club lleidclbcrl. 215 N, Matn, Ann Ar-
bor. For informution, call 663-7758.

© ASH CAN VANGOGH

Ash Can VanGogh will perform Friday
apd Saturday, Sept. 8-9, at Jameson's,
1812 N. Malin, near 12 Mile Road, Royal
0ak. For information, call $47-6470.

© ORANGE ROUGHIES
The Orange Roughles, with Strange
Bedicllaws, will perform on Friday, Sept.
8. al the Hamtramek Pub, 2048 Canilf,
off 175,
© JUNIORYW/ELLS
Junior Wells Blues Band wil) headline
openiog night festivities Friday, Sept. 8,
at the Blind Pig. 208 S. First, Ann Arbor
Alsu performing will be Joanna Conners
and Her Blues Masters, Madcat Rulhis
P'ressure Cooker and Steve Nardella. Fur, o,
infurmalion, catl 896-8555.

® LAURIE LEWIS'
Laurie Lewls and Grant Street vnn v
petform on Friday, Sept. 3, at the Ack,
637 S. Main, Ann Arbr. For Inlnrmzuuu,_
call 761-1451. 4

@ JUICE . ,"
Juice will perform with vpecial guests.”
My Planet \azumav Sept. 9 at Club
Heidelberg, 215 w2, Ann Arbor. For
Information, caxl 663 7158

LR

RANT
Syr:m. wilh Scecasning Froaks, wilk
form on Saturday, Sept. 9 at Blondics,
21138 W. Warrea, Detroit. For informa-
tion, call $35-8108.

© VOLBEATS

The Volbeats will perform on Satur-
day, Sept. 9, at the Hamiramek Pub, 2048
l'.‘anl" off 1.7

© VAMPIRELLA

Vamplirella, with Vigilante and Wraith, "
wlll perform on Sunday, Sept. 10, at Blop- *
dles, 21139 W, Warren, Detroit. For infor-
matlon, call $35-8108.

Funhouse will perform 1'hurlday, Scpt. 7, ot 3-D Dance Club inr?

Royal Oak,

LOCAL

LUES

Here are the top 10 sangs receiving air- -
play on “Detrolt Muslc Scene,” which is
beard 4-5 p.m. Sundays (repeated 5:30-
6:30 p.m.) o WDTR-FM 90.9.

aldo BC.." Cappa Joc.
: ‘actory Line,” The
“'Hard Life," Rabber,
4 "l"omnrmwl Just Another Day,” Soz

5 “fudh!n While Aligators,” Seblime
Wi

food at Dusk.” No Right No Wrong.
eutery,” Wire.

Il the Heroes,” Generals,

ce Daughter,” Nemeais.

10. “Untitled.” Elosise Leige.

'5. “Guitar Wirard," Tampa Red.

Here are Robert Jooes' 10 favordurs® .
blues albams. Jones hosts “Blues lmn’\-'
the Lowlands,” which is beard 10 a.mi9ne,
nova Saturdays on WOET-FM 1019,

nrllx
4. “Mean Mothers,” various artlsts.

6. “Whose Muddy Shoes?," l-)mnrehnﬂ‘f

{with Joka Beim). -
7.“De Old Folks at Home,”" T-} Mabat

a "Ry Cooder,” Ry M

9, “Folk Bluea” Maddy W,

LIVING ON
THE EDGE

— Civilians

Yes, there's homelessness in thls
country, and the situation in South
Atrica does stink, Tell us something
we don't know.

On that front, the Detroit group
Civllions hardly breaks any ground.
Here, iU's not so much what's being
said, but rather the way they say it.

“The Civilians on "Living on the
Edge” display remarkable muslcal
depth on this seven-song cassctie.
There are some dlverse elements
here ‘— malnly funk, rock "n" rotl and
4 little bloes — that are strewn lo-
gether to make for some rather en-
Joyable cuta.

Euch of the seven songs is dlffer:
¢nt. From the funk-tempoed “Ameri-
ka" to the jug-band-flavored “The
Whole World's Golng to Hell," the Ci-
vlllans show a wlillingness to stretch
the boundarics.

One cammon theme brings these
sungs together — politics and ita of.
tects. Whether It's campaignlng” wi
die dunce floor (*Polltics of Motion™)
ar for racial unity {“Brolher to
Biother”), the Civilians mukes its
plattorm km_cwn.

Somectimes the

yrics can be
optmistic as In “Brother to Brother':
“Here we stand together holding dif-
forent coloved hand«/Wondering if

we can really unt..- .nd becaus
it's brother to brother, sister to sis-
ter, too/If we have 2 chance to real.
1y love ene anather, maybe the world
could dance.”

Other times they can be bleak, Af-
ter all, this tape docs ends with the
number “The Whole World's Going
to Hell.”

On a more upbeat note, the guitar
work by Joe Mltchell on this tape Is
excellent. The soaring gultar werk
cartles “Llving on the Edge"” into an-
other dlmenslon, and the bluesy lines

on "Crossroads of LoveV provldu. are

Just the right touch.

Instead of lving en the cdgc the
Clvillans have an edge with this
tape.

— Larry G'Connor

SWING THE
HEARTACHE
(THE BBC

SESSIONS)

_— Bauhaus

This double album i

while sound

~— songs such

has been released probably In the
hopes of riding on the coat tails of
the success of Love and Rockets:
Lave and Rockets are Bauhaus with-
out the dramatic vocals of super-¢go
‘Alnger Peter Murphy.

Bauhaus was & band that was the
forerunner of that curious brand of
music, Goth, that blends a heavy-
metalish guitar-sound with a pecu.
liar mode of dress that has many
young people, a majority of whom
glels, in England dressed in
black Victorian garb.

The official reason for the release
is the band'a 10th anniversary. These
recordings are from the British ra-
dlo scssions for Lhe noted DJs John
Peel and David "Kid" Jensen' shows,
and 50 ar’ & littlo rawer than studle
verzlons of the songs.

They also include numerous cover
verslons of songs Bauhaus used

as Mare Bolan's “Telegraph Sam,”
Brian Eno’s ““Third Uncle” and Da-
vid Bowle's “2lggy Stardust.”
Bauhaus Is an acquired taste,
which a lot of people have obviously
ncquired, Judging by the Bauhaus T-
shirts that are promlnent at most
gjp and by the fact that slx years
after they broke up, their back cata-
log Lz still selllng well.

This release does not Include their
first single, “Bela Lugosi’s Dead,”
which was a powerful and {righten-
ing song and notable for the fact that
Peter Murphy had not uecumbcd to
bis “Junior Bowle” fotish ye

Unfortunately, he had by lhq time
of these recordings,

- For the Bauhaus cogrescenti or in-
quisitive Love and Rockcts/Peter
Murphy fans, this LP has 18 more
zongs to [l the need In you.

— Cormac Wright

STEROIDS!
- No Right
No Wrong
Novi {3 hardly the muslic capltal of
the world. But No Right No Wrong

could very well make It Into the cen-
ter for suburban new wave.

threesome leans a -

cn!
little heavy on the synthesirer, but
more thaty makes up for it with an
abundance of energy and humeorous
Tyties. .
The band bas apparently been
around for awhlle, making this its

" fourth relesse. No Right No Wrong

deemy” their music as the ‘“pext
wave,” comblnlng rocku‘roll. punk
and new wave.

And, yes, all those clements ere
here. This groups dance sound i3
somewhat reminlscent of the B-52s,
but can veer off into different direc-
tions as this recently released nine-
song cassctte reveals,

The song cubjects appear to be
those that would most Likely affect a
suburban male on the cusp of adalt.

bood. You know, jllted by a. glrl--

friend (“Cut the Door"

L omcxmrmnou ;
PICTURE SOUNDTRACK

Hcy, and who's bitter? ‘Nothlag
bothers us, not cven a Emakup &8
“Out tha Door” suggests. -, -t

“T'vo se girla llka you come and
go/so here's some advics thot you-f
should know/your pants ars (oo tight
for your mind to grow/so plek U’
your thinzs and go.”

The lyrics might {ncplre clmc.._u.
but tha zast In which No Right No
Weong tackies thelr musle zeils thy
packega. They deon Xrﬁm !h»:

£

("bhmluca") and, of course, theso
nasty stero!

Exeept No Ru;ht No Weeng m.‘;m'
i

& wey look at ell
weighing on youn

32 heavy things
I pco;:tn teday.

goand the

This i3 o $irstrate pm'l -tm
any leved Ferlunets
Wreag fust loppes
lhe:l:ttt.

— Lavry O‘Ccr.jw"r‘t' &




