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A plac
Serenity
prevails
at other
Niagara

By Carolyn DoMarco
steff wrlter

. Nlagara-on-the-Lake is not a
destinatlon to waste on chlldren,
Leave them home for a fow days
with the sltter, Popsicles and
money {or greasy fast food.

‘This clean and serenc Ontario
town ls for hand-holding couples
= a perfect spot for R & R, re-
viving (or 'rousing) the romanee.

Niagara-en-the-Lake is on the
shore of Lake Ontarlo where the
Nlagaora Rlver ends — a five-hour
! drive from Detrolt and just up the
; rlver 20 miles from wonderiullly

tacky Nlagara Falls {(the Canadi-
. an side),
Nlngara-on-the-Lake town fa-
+ thers call it the Jovellest town In
. Ontarlo and it's hard to argue the

polnt. The small, historic town
+ has faithfully preserved the 18th
" century architecture and much of
" the leisurely amblance that goes
- withit.

Most visltors come for the
Shaw Festlval, a showcase for the
plays of George Bernard Shaw
and his contemporaries. Profes-
slonal theater is offered Tuesdays
through Sundoys from late Aprll
until Oct. 15 on three small stages
— the Festival, Court House, and
Royal George theaters. For ticket
Information call (416) 468-2172.

Staying overnlght in town can
be both frustrating and rewarding
since there are no Hollday Inns or
other hotel chains.

There are several small and of-
ten historle Inns, including the
Pillar and Post, Prince of Wales
Hotet, Molfatt Inn, Oban Inn and
Harbour Inn. Presently, the
smallest has nine rooms, and the

" largest has just over 100 rooms,

" but a new hotel, Queen's Landing,
* Is in the construction stage.

SUMMER weekends are often
booked, warn Chamber of Com-
meree representatlves, but they'll
be happy to check out avallabiilty

e

and make reservatlons for the
dozen inns or the more than 55
leensed bed and guest

for reviving (or arousing) romance

through the downlown area
neighborhoods Just to view the
1d-fash

homes for a $4 fee. The chamber
of commerce can be reached by
telephone at (416) 468-4263 or [n
person at 153 King Street 9 a.m.-7
p.m. weekdays, 1 2.m.-7 p.m. Sat-
urdays or 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sundays.

Pack your walking shoes. Once
you find a parklng spot, you'll
want to keep It. Anyway, a stroll
down Queen Street s a must.
Queen Street shops offer, for in-
stance, books, art, Christmas han-
dleralts, Scattlsh clothing, china,
collectibles and antigues,

It you prefer to avoid the com-
mercial arcas, you can walk

d flower gardens.

On a recent walk, we found the
Niagara Lawn Bowling Club's
Saturday morning competition, a
backyard gallery of sculpture
created by Karoly Veress, a used
book sale at the public llbrary,
the Apothecary Museum {erccted
In 1886) and the Fire Muscum.

Other Niagara-on-the-Lake at-
tractions are within walking dis-
tance of the town's center clock
tower. For a walking gulde stop
by the chamber of commerce off-
ice. A few suggestlons:

@ A Nlagara River cruise
aboard The Senator. Sightseelng,

pre-theater  dinner and cham-
pegne brunch cruises are avail-
able,
® Fort George, bullt by the
Brltish in 1797, Officers quarters,
barracks and other areas are
open for touring frem May to Oc-
tober,

o Slmeoe Park, wlth jts for-
mal gardens, wading pocl, band-
shell and park benches for peo-
ple-watching.

FOR A SMALL town, dining ls
varled, but as is the case in Cana-
da since cxchange rates have be-
come less favorable to Yanks, ex-
pensive for the value recelved.
The Buttery en Queen Street of-

fers a Henry VIII Feast, a medl-
eval feast served by costumed
“me: akers.”

Pillar and Post Inn and Prince
of Wales Hotel both serve
brunches, lunches, afternoon teas
and pre-performance dinners, Af-
ter-the-theater dinlng, however,
s aimost non-existent.

The chamber of commerce of-
fers no recommendatlons, but
does st all restavrants and dis-
plays most of thelr menus.

Qutslde the small town of Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake ltsel! are a
number of other attractions, still
In keeping with the romantie
mood. Many are .on Ningara
Parkway along the Ningara Rlv-

The court-
house in Ni-
agara-on-tho-
] Lake is tho site
tor  staging
Shaw plays
during the
town’s annua!
Shaw Festival.

er, Ontarlo’s beautiful and unusu-
al park and highway comblined.
Try these spots:

® Qucenston Helghts Park and
Brock's Monument, an expansive,
treed park wlith teonls courts,
walklng tours and a wonderful
restaurant overlooklng a gorge.

o Winery tours and tastlngs at
one of the dozen or more winerles
In the grapevine and orchard re-
glon. Agaln the chamber of com-
merce can supply the map,

© The Spanish Aero Car, a 10-
minute cable car ride across the
Niagara River at the Whirlpool
Raplds, 250 fcet up.

f you enjoy
stories, visit

national

By Dy tria Sandorson Jonos
contributing travel editor

Q: I'vé been to several story-
telllng events Lo the Midwest and
now I want to go to the pational
festival In Tennczsee. Can you
tell me when and where It is and
whetber Ity worth the trip?

A: There's a lot of tall tales
down there.

Ray Hlcks, a Tennessee moun-
tain man who has been there
since the flrst festival 17 years
2go, will telt you about the day, as
a child, when he stulfed his
britches in the crack of a log cab-
in and the cow ate them.

Ephat Mujuru of Zimbabwe
will tell you the traditional sto-
ries of Africa In both English and
his native Shona,

Wyndam of Alabama
will scare the wits out of you with
her craxy ghost stories, told
around a bonflre on & dark and
windy night.

Thoy are just threo of tha many
storyteliers who will dellght you
at the 17th annual National Story-
telling Festival Oct. 6-8 in Jones-
borough, which is in tha Smoky
Mountalns on the castern edge of

{* Tennessce,
1t is definitely worth the trip
for anybody who has fallen in
love with the storyielling move-
ment in America.
People all over the world have

‘1" told storles to one another for

thousands of years, to pass on
family history and to entertaln
ono another. It was » regular
olghtly pastime In the mountains
of “Kentncky and: Tennessece,

* where there was nothing mwuch

" else to do and it was too far from
what we laughingly call “clviliza-
tlon” for other diatractions,

might have
disappeared, if a teacher, called
Jimmy Neal Smith, and his slu-

fest

dents had not listened to a tall
tale on the radlo one day in 1870,
They declded to preserve the
tradition,

Thelr first festival conslsted of
65 foldlng chairs set up on the
street of Jonesbarough next to the
Mall Pouch sign, with a hay wag-
on for a stage. Now It is a natfon.
al event with slorytellers from
around the world telling tales in
large tents erected at several slte
in the small mountaln town,

RAY HICKS AND Doc McCon-

nell were tured out of the kills for *

that flrst festival..

. “Litold, storles all my s, be-

fore electricity and radios came
into the mountaln viilages just 60
miles from. Jonesborough,” Doc
McConnell told me when, I first
met him thert in 1084, We would
ba sitting on the poreh and one of
bis' would say ‘Grandma, tell us

about when you fitst came d'the *
erock! L T
WOLowas Just a ut.u_eco!d"i;(rl .

when I got there,'  Grandma.
would say and thera she'd go, tell-
ing a'story. Uncle Jeff would tell
a talé’ about the Army.: Daddy
would spin that old yarn about the
blind horse.. Grandpa_would tell
abouf Wicked John and the Devil

.- “There swere haunt.stories, we
call them - ‘halnt. storjes’* and
hooger storles, how you spelled it

depended “on which -boller you*
were oot of, ‘Jick and the Bean-

stalk' Is o typlcal Jeck-talo, o
dimwitted Jack who trades a cow
for three beans and ends up' writh
apotof gold."

You wiil find more than a do-
cn featured storylellers at this
year's festival. You can meet
them at-a pre-fesitval event
a.m-¢ pm. Thursday, Oct. 5, &t
the Visitars Center. Register
ahead for that event, which costs
$70 and is limited to 250 people.

‘Wall-kn'own ut‘ury!nllnr' Ray Hicks ontertains visitors
:_! the Natlonal Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough,
onn. cL i

A ghost story concert will In-
clude chllling tales of the super-
natural around a campflre Oct, 7
1n MIlI Spring Park. They used to
hold that, event 1o the old town.
cemetery, but 1 guess jt got too
big for the aite. Feo fs $4,

A polpourri of sterytellers, rep-

" resentlng 10 major reglons of the

US, will perform in the Ex.
change Place, where amateurs
have: traditlonally been encour-
aged to algn up and do a Little sto-
rytelling themszlves,

THE FESTIVAL !iself opens at
1 p.m. Friday, Oct. 8, and closcs
at 4 p.m. Sunday, Oct, 8, Fees are
430 {or Friday, $40 for Saturday
and Sunday, $3% for Saturday
only, $15 for Sunday only, or $50
for the whole weekend.

You can just show up, but there

Is 2 small discount for registering
ahead; for example, $42 Instead
of $50 for the weckend. Children's
rates (7 to 12 years) are roughly

half.

You should consider spending
$25 to Join the National Azsocia-
Uon for the Preservation and Pep-
petuation of Storytelling

Joneborough, Tenn. 37659 for a
brochuroe or call (615) 7533171,
NAPPPS lists Pledmont Alr-
lines, now USALr, as the officlal
carrier. I called them tolf froe at
(800) 33¢-8644 and asked for rates
leaving Oct. 4 and ref Oct.
8 — $135.85 round trip, nop-re-

“tribute to the waiters and

Club keeps chef
stocked with ‘art’

Continued from Pags 1

care of keeping the crayons razor
sharp.

Patrons clamored for member-
ship. In less than three weeks, the
170 slots in the vault were filled, and
membership was closed.

Number ene, fittingly, weat to the
patron whose crayons.started it all
— Peggy Daltch, Vogue's Detrolt
buslness manager. Number 170 was
claimed by Ford Motor Co.'s CEOQ
Harold Poling, who had hls secretary
call and resecve his spot in the vault.

Anyone wanting to joln now has to
wait for a member to dle or get
transferred.

AS FOR THE art , . . we're not
talking stick figures here. Oh, sure,
there’s the odd game of tic-tac-toe.
But talented members Include na-
tionally -recognized artist Richard
Kozlow and some remarkable art-

work have been produced and left.-

N Chcl"lt‘nmlc has used somo to do-
coraté his home and those that pay

Les Auteurs,” Includes “night man-
ger Steve has garlic breath;” “Chef
Famie should wear tighter pants,”
and “ not open for breakfast.”

Many of the objects d'art, provid-
ing they are not gravy- or wine-
stained, are being rolled us and put
aside. When a suffteient number of
masterpleces has been collected, a
members-only art show is planned.
Champagne and hors d'ocuvres will
be.served and a good time will be
had by all.

€Can a {riend use the crayons?

“Only If the member calls up and
approves,” Famle said.

““What happens in the case of a dl-
vorce?

*“Don’t mention it. The last thing 1
need Is to get involved in a custody
sult over a box of crayons.” =

And in a tribute to liberte, egalite
and fraternite, Famle [naugurated
the French Chapter of the Crayola
Club July 8, when he and members

.of his staff presented a Michigan

luncheon to 200 guests at the US,
's InParis,

are first displayed then glven to the
person bonored.
A tongue-in-cheek list of com-

plalnts, labeled “Why We Don't Like *

And, you may wonder, who was
minding the stere. Les Auteurs was
closed during the 11-day trip.

Quelle sacriflce!

STEVE CANTRAELL/stali photographor

and

draw-

Ings sro somo of the work loft behind by

6 of the Crayola Club.



