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Lindros makes good first impression

By Steve Kowalaki
staff writar

Erlc Lindros scored a palr of goals and
added three assists In his debut Saturday for
the Compuware Junlor A hockey team.

But more impressive, maybe, were the
numbers Lindros helped produce at the
Compuware Ice Arena box offlce. A sellout
crowd of more than 1,500 pald to watch Lin-
dros lead Compuware to an casier-than-ex-
pected 8-0 exhlbition win over the Windsor
Spitfires, an Ontarlo Hockey League team.

Compuware averaged about 400 fens a

'

, game last year and no doubt Lindros, con-
sidered. North America's best 18-year-old
hockey player, had something to do with

Saturday's turnout.
Lindros, a Toronto native, is finlshing his
senior year of school at F High

e is the North Amer-

hock@y o ;

vand staylng with the ‘Vellueel family %I
Farmington Hills.

“I THINK everybody walked away saylng
it was the best thing they ever dld,"” Compu-
ware coach Andy Wiedenbach sald. “There
was a little blt for everybody. Erle was sen-
sational. He lived up to his billing and then
some.

“I haven't seen It (the arena) that rocking
fn n while. For its being Labor Day week-
end, it was a record crowd, by far.”

Compuware lost the flve previous meet-
ings agalnst the Spltfires, so Lindros be-
lleves the Windsor team might have un-
derestimated the home team.
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for another run.
at Catholic title

By Dan O'Moara
otalf writor

Farmington Hills Mercy has won
22 consecutlve Catholle League glris
swim championshlps, and the Mar-
lins should have what it takes to
make it 23. '

Mercy, which posted an 11-2
record in dual meets and finished
10th In the Class A team standings,
returns 22 of 26 letter winners from
last year,

The Marlins, who open thelr sca-
son Saturday when they try to de-
fend thelr title In the Brighton Invi-
tational, are led by prep All-Ameri-
cans Karen Neyer and Katle
Knlpper. .- .

Neyer recelved All-Ameriea ree-
ognition In the 60-yard freestyle and
Kalpper In the breaststroke. In addi-
Atlon to Neyer, other returning sen-
fors Include Becky Wiquist, Lix De-
»Mattin‘and Katlo Westhoff, Michellé"
McCatfrey and Polly Tenuta are jun-
fors with varsity experience, while
Knipper §s entering her sophomore
year.

. With a veteran group like that, the
Marllns might be entertalning
thoughta of winnlng more than just
the Jeague champlonship.

“Last scason we set our goals to
gain experience and strength and we
dld both,” second-year coach Chuck
McClune sald, “We had 17 out of 17
scason-best swims at state, and 16
were lifetime bests.

“This year only the glrls them-
sclves can tell how bigh thelr goals
will be set, But with all our state
scores back and both relays return-
ing, we are In very good shape.

“In 10 years of coaching, I've nev-
er scen a team with more depth or
one that works 0 well together and
hag go much fun,” he added.

Neyer, the All-Obscrver selection
in the 50 frecstyle, was seventh in
that event at state and 12th In the
100 frecestyle, She was first honora-
ble mention in the All-America rat-

* ings, and Knipper, who placed ninth
in the breaststroke at state, was No.
7 in her event.

“Llz DeMattla, Becky Wiquist and

in case of Jason Wolf,
SMU was mm choice

HAT IF YOU wero one of
the top high achool foot
bali players in the state,

v a g back with the
best collego programs in the nation
pursuing you, a player talented
enough to take trips ‘to Michigan,
Michigan State and UCLA before de-
clding which you would honor wilh
your athletic skills?

What kind of declsion would you
make?

Eighteen months ago, Jason Woll
faced such & dilemma. An all-stato
standout at Blrmingham Brother
Rice from Farmington Hills, Wolf
was welghing hls optlons, trylng —,

as carefully as he could ~ to ealeu- -

late which of the schoola best suited

“Jt's ono of the hlgﬁn;ﬂ tig'c'h]&m in

. any young person's llfe,” Wolf says

lnieumpecl. “Jt's ona of tke hardest

- for anyone to make, More times than
not, thoy make the wrong decision.”

A remark cozing with frony, con-
sldering Wolfs ultimate cholco.. He
sald sorvy, no thanks, to the hig
names of college football and did
somgthing that didn't seem to make
any sensa at all. .

Ly > \

Katle Westhoff all have a very good
chance of making All-Amerlea in
thelr best events,” McClune anid.

“It was a good winter and summer
preparing for this scasen. The glrls
who placed in one event last year
bave worked hard to place in a sec-
ond this year, and the others want to
make thelr first state cut.”

Wiquist speciallzes in the 200 and
100 freestyles, DeMattia the IM and
butterfly and Westhoff the back-
stroke. Wiquist placed 15th in the
200 and 500 freestyles at state last
year, DeMattia was 11th in the but-
terfly and Westhof! was 10th [n the
backstroke, . .

McCaffray s greatly improved,
accending to McClune, and will swim .

- the 500 freestyle. -Tenuta, a state
quallfier in the 500 freestyle, also is
slated to swim that event.

Freshman Jenolfer Duda will be
counted on, too. “She's a year-round
swimmer wlth the Blrmingham Blue
Dolphins and will gtve us more depth
in the IM and breaststroke,”
McClune sald. Joan Huclmantel is
another returnlng swimmer who
swims the breast.

In the relays, Mercy returns its en-
tire medley unit of Westholf,
Kaoipper, DeMattla and Neyer that

" finished second In Class A and was .
fifth in the All-American standlngs.

The Marlins might have .the

strongest relays in Observeriand * 1

since the freestyle foursome returns
in tact, too. DeMattia, McCalfrey,
Knlpper and Wiquist were 11th In
the state and 18th on the All-Ameti-
ca list.

‘The league meet will be Saturday,
Nov. 12, and the state meet Friday,
Nov. 17. McClune docan't want hls
girls to swim the same events in the
league meet they will at state just
five days later.

Pleaso turn to Page 4

" MSU, then the reigning Big Ten and
" Michigan and sunny Callfornin's

Ican Junlor Hockey League champlon, but
the Spltflres are a Major A team, consldered
a level above the NAJHL. The Compuware
Corparation owned the Windsor Spitfires be-
fore selling the team to a Windsor business
group last February.

“I think they thought they'd walk In here
and grab a few polnts,” Lindros sald, I
think they underestimated us. It was a dif-
ferent experience. There was a lot of pres-
sure but It turned out OK.”

LINDROS DIDN'T wastc any time In get-

[ X~ 1 R SO Sy

ting the fans enthused, scoring the game’s
flrst goal off a pass fram Dan Carter,
Carter, a left winger on Lindros' line, also}
scored two goals and finished with two as-
sists. Lindros’ second goal came on a wrlst:
shot from the top of the clrele, :
The other Compuware goals belonged to.
Derck Burkhart, Jim Storm (Plymouth),,
Teny Zaccagnt and Andrew Shler. H
Dennls Lang and Scott Vettralno split thes
goalkeeping dutles in sharing the shutout.:
Compuware outshot Windsor 38-33 and has :
now outscored four exhlbitlon opponents 43-»
1 In golng undefeated.

some type of NCAA sanction In the
Ppaat decade. .
So when the other cholces are

Rose Bowl champon, traditlon-rich

UCLA, why would anyone choose to
attend a school without a team, with
a more than

if

He stgned with Southern Methodist
niveralty.

WIHEN WOLF committed to SMU,
the Mustangs were in the midst of
the darkest days imaginablo’ — ath-
letlcally, anyway.- A football pro-
gram that had 'produced runners llke
Eric Dickerson - of the Indianapolis
Colts and Cralg James of the New
England Patriots was bleckbalied.

Repeated rules” violations had
carned SMU this NCAA's, dreaded
Death Penalty, There would be no
football for' a year, and the number
of scholarships would be soverely ro-
duced for severalmore. .

SMU. has not-put a team on the
{leld since 1088, Rhen It was 6-5, It
has been scorned nationwide, oven
by ita compadres in the lowly South-
west Conference, whero aix of nino’

* teama (SMU included) have suffered '

e

- years,” he sald.

. Last Saturday, Wi

Richard Nixon's?

LISTEN TO WOLF and [t makes
perfect aense. “I always wanted o .
Ieave the state of Michigan,” ho sald,
“I always wanted to go down south,”

His choles was to play somewhere
In the Southeastern Conference —
Georgla, Alabama, Auburn, etc. But
none of them recrulted him. So ho
considered EMU. . .

Other factors began welghlng on
Wolf's: declston. I couldn't sece
myzelf golng somewhere and prac-
tcing three years to play for two

That wouldn't happen at SMU.
olf —~ & redshirt
freshman ~ started against Rice in
the Mustangs’ first game In nearly
three years, Hls starting wasn't so
unusual; 17 of 22 SMU starters were
freshmen.
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Ag a freshman, Katle Kalpper:
(above) was an All-America
honorable mention in the
br and a bi
of Meorcy's All-American
medley relay team'.as well.’
Senior Katl Westholt (left). .
was one of the top backstrok--
ers in the slate last year: The .-
Marlins hope to win their 23rd
consccutive Cathollc League
titlo and should have tho tals
ent lo do well in the stato
tournament. P
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