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“There fs a Bequtiful Land,” an
original musical revee, will be
presented in dinner theater Jor-
mat Friday and Saturday, Sept. 8
and 9, with dinner at 6:30 p.m.
and the performance at 8; Satur-
day, Sept. 16, with dinner at 6:30
p.m. and the performance at 8;
and Sunday, Sept. 17, with dinner
at 1:30 pm. and the performance
at 3, at the Ridgedale Players
playhouse in Troy. Tickets are
$17.50, For reservations, call 542-
HZ.

By Kovin Lawrence
speclal writer

E MAGINE SEV‘:N-MONT"-

OLD quintuplets In one roam.

They're on the floor, the sofa,

in walkers and highchalrs.
Everywhere. All vocallzing loudly
and, because of thelr mother, very
happlly — a quintet

A busy mother

Quints’ mom takes time out to smg in musncal revue

‘1 was at the end ofmy
rope, needing to get _
out of the house for a
couple of hours when
some friends from
church encouraged me
to audman.

- Mary Jo erson

with work and all, for the past few

years I didn't have any tlma to pur-
sue slnging other than at church or
at an oceaslona) wedding throughout
the year. But with quints, paclng
yourself Is everything. And you do
need time for yoursclf, to collect
yourself. It's easy to feel scattcred i
I don't get out of the house for those
few hours a week for rehearsal or
volce lessons.”

Each day, their very busy mother
has to contend with 45 dlaper
and

‘Wilson's first love i3 op~
cra, “Mozart and Pucclnl” She Is
now back atudyin‘; volee with o Jocal

changes ond the . pr
feeding of 25 botUu of formula.

How does she do It? In this case,
with more than a littte help from her
husband and {riends, the sccret is to
get away for a few hours from the
round-the-clock demands of. parent-
ing times six (the quints plus thelr 3-
year-old brother).

: What does Mary Jo Wilson do with
thls time? She sings.

_“Thank heavens for the Ridgedale
Players,” said Wilson, silting in the
living room of her Aven Towashlp
home. “I was at the end of my rope,
needing to get out of the housa for a
couple of hours when some friends
from church encouraged me to audi-

WILSON LANDED a singing role
as a soprano, as well as a spot In the
chorus, for the Ridgedale Playerst
upcoming dinner theater musical, an
orlginal production entitled “There
1aa Beautiful Land.”

“I'd been singing slnce high school,
cven auditioned for a New York
Metropotitan  Opera  scholarship,”
she continued. “But belleve It or not,

Two times a week,
Wilson ends her day
rehearsing with the
Ridgedale Players 7-11
p.m., before returning
home lo get as much
rest as nighttime for a
family with quints
allows.

1 practice
worklng on by singing to the bables.
They get a blg kick out of it, and re-
ally respond. Even try to !lngtnlnng
Il': the funniest thing whea I hit a
high note and ene of the bables tries
to Imltate it.”

As it turms oqut, the quluu enjoy
applause much like performers eve-
rywhere. "“They like it when you
clap, It calms them down when
lhey re fussing, and they smlle.”

Two times a week, Wilson ends
her day rehearsing with the Ridge-
dale Players from 7-11 p.m., before
returning home to get as much rest
s nighttime for a family with quints
allows. “They really don't fuss at
night or want to be fed. It's their
heart and breathing monitors that
keep us on our toes all night. Some-
times their hesrt rate slows or they
forget to breathe — which isa't unu-
sua] for babies born prematurely.
But they'll Just grow out of it, even-
tually.”

RIDGEDALE PLAYERS' “There
Is a Beautiful Land" Is a mus(cal re-
vue of song and dance celebrating

the world's great places, Wilson-

sings the role of, appropriately, the
mother of a glrl who wins the lottery
and sets out to sce America and then
the world.

Hlt songs featured in the show,
conceived and dirceted by Rldgedale
members Dan See and Kerry Price,
include “Glve My Regards to Broad-
way,” "Horray for Hollywood,"
“Yellow Rose of Texas" and “Call
fornia, Here 1 Come.” The perform-
ance will be preceded by a full dln-
ner, prepared and served by the
R{dgedale Players.

This p Is not a part of the
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Mary Jo Viilson of Avon Township has five babico, seven

months old, But she still nced
schedule — and is appearing |

s & break from her heclic home

production “There Is o Beaullrul Land.” " She hao studied nlng-

ing since high school and stlf) ta
are C. t), Anth Shelb:
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kes volco teszons. The babies
and Elizabeth, [

regular, 1989-90 season lincup. Mark
Carley, Ridgedale’s publicity dlrec-
tor, explained that pi from
tho show go into the

n the Ric ¢ Players

pened on the Way to the Forum" and

“Much Ado About Murder.” The last

show 18 part of the new wave of audi-
thea! this

fund for the playhouse. “Be're n non-
profit group that has brought com-
munity theater to Detrolt audl

cnoe par ter.
- production, theatergoers try to solve
a murder mystery and even get to

caces for the last 58 years, Maintain-
ing the playhouse structure and
iinprovipg it consumes a big portion
of our budget,” he satd.

‘With an expanded schedulo of nlne
performances per show to accom-
modate fncreasing ticket sales,
Ridgedalo Players offers for the
1989-90 season: Neil Simon's “The
Prisoner of Second Avenue;” “Great-
er Tuna" — In which two performers

play 1015 characters-each; Stephen
Sondbeim’s

“A Funny Thing Hap-

“We're holding an open bouse on
Sunday, from 2-5 p.m.,” Carley said.
“We encourage anyone interested in
theater as an actor, singer or work-
ing behind the scenes, to drop by.”

The new seasen'’s schedule L! as
follows:

© “Prisooer of Second Avenue,”

* Fridays-Sundays, Nov. 35, 10-12 and
17-19. Tickets, $7

© “Greater Tuna,” Fridays-Sun-

Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons « Dinners « Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin

Pearl’s %\g
Gardemn

Serving the Finestin

days, Jan. 12-14, 19-21 and 26-28.
Tickets, $7

© “A Funny Thisg Happened nn
Ibe ‘Way fo the Forum,” Frida
Sondays, March $-11, 16-18 and ZJA
25, Tickets, $89

® “Moch Ado About Murder,”

Ye
34
Fridays-Sundays, May 4-6, 11-13 anﬂ
18-20, Tickets, $7
Curtain time s 8§ pm_ Fddlylealv
urdays, -7 pan. Sundays except

AL

- last Sunday ef run, when matin

at 3 p.n. Senlor discount prices am
available. . -

HIGH

A public sorvice

MICHIGAN GROWS -~
STRONGER BY
DEGREES.

- SUPPORT

ER EDUCATION

of this and

VWayne Stato University.

Faction St incoojunetion with The Willow Trescucry
12:30- ):30pm. at Los Aukeurs Eeauring
e b ihroogh Octorsr 9

Ak 4
543-0470

A warnen's clixhing store with all the clothes g love o
lve for any coc—any time—~anyw here.

Teatoom meadeling cvery Momdy front 12:30+ 1:30 p.om,
a1 bes A o :

Lashions,

Open 7 daysa Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM e Friday 11 AM-11PM
Sat, 12-11 PM » Sunday 12-10 PM

4639 S. Woodward  Birmingham
. 644-2013 ﬁ

September 25: Afexander Zoajic

WASHINGTON SQUARE PLAZA WELCO! \II:‘S

“WRITE Ay A Ko
IMPRESSIONS'  Trisifors and hand crafcd em .

LES AUTEURS BJIEIIEK]
; 544-2887 541-1234.*
e

5422l R B ot S 0% 30 .
Sopemiers Octe T T B T WE’VE EXPANDED & REMODELED
N 3 rican and Canadi; ity
S Srmetan- o TO AGCOMMODATE
SR R L R, o0 o \%»949 ~ YOU — OUR CUSTOMERS...
sttty || | S5 ‘
o BAZABBO e et Farreh. T0- 9 0. g & 3-, GPECIALIZING IN AUTHENTIC
; _ bl FEL LR MEXICAN CUISINE
TN et bups e S/ |  sEAFOOD, BEEF, CHICKEN
| ERGRZFHEE - Scptember 17 obty Lewisand The Ceocher Jack . & VEGETARIAN DISHES
LS Septerber L3: Alesandcr Zoojic MARGARITAS AND MEXICAN BEERS.
Posa21900 S e "WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT TRINI & GARMENS

« Canturios of knowledgo and culluro

« Family ownod

« Quallty food .

. g?v: thng tho third gonamllon ofour nmncsl
storm

« Wo wcro tho first with dur own o an Necho-that han
bean copled by many

‘| TRINI & CARMENS- 715N, TELEGHAPH AT DIXIE HWY.
s '932-6851

Friday's Se{a;f@@a Buffet |

+ And for you land {ubbers, we'll have Pastas, BBQ Chickers, or | 3

oL Ak g e b d b mv e wweie Sefd hha ak LR SA b e aan e s ant .n-v.“

at the Novi Hilton
Fresh whole stcamcd tobster® is just one of the rnany seafood

specialties we’re cooking up for you, Come join us on Fndays N
for our seafood hulfet featuring some tenific catches:

@ Raw Bar Nk
@ Seafood Chowder 3

Steamship Round of Beef, Don't miss the fuscious salads,

delicius hot breads and assorted ralts. Then finish :l.’:lloff\vuh .

a cholice or two from our popular dessqmab!c
" FRIDAYS 6 P.M. TO 11 P,

- ADULTS $25,95. . CHILDREN $17.95 it2 st e

Call now formerval]ons and whtleyou e arit ; ask about our
Weekend Packages. . S
*Limit one lobsisr peY penon




