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Oakland Fall Homo Improvement Pago?

LAURA ASHLEY

“Honeysuckle” blossoms on curtains and on a stripe vinyl wall covering
bordered around the door. Companion tabrics are available.

Refinishing furniture:
labor-intensive but fun

Furniture that is raunchy or ragped
may have a seeomd life. No matter that
it's chipped. wobbly, dented or even
missing i portion,

You can infuse that table, chair or
chest of drawers with new life and a
new look. Nucessity is the mother in
invention, and invention is what will
set your decor apart,

Inveterate shoppers of flea markets
and junktiques know this. Se do those
fumiliar with estate sales, garage soles
and Goodwill or Salvation Army
stores. You can save hundreds of dol
lars and end up with onc-of-a-kind co)
lector’s items.

Initiates into the world of restarable
furniture can test the waters by devot-
ing just one day to combing the local
resources. Don't go to antique stores,
where furniture is apt to be pricey.

CHECK YOUR newspaper’s classi-
fied section and the telephone directo-
ry for resources. Then hit the garage
sales in the wee hours, as the pros do.
From there, move up to the shops and
thrift stores with an open mind and
imnginntive eye.

That pecling credenza may only
need a new or old marble top. Replace
the pedestnl on an occusional table
with columns, statuary or a parrow
bookshelf.

This route is not without pitfalls.
Nor is it without work.,

Stand bnck. First ask yoursell if
your find is n generally attractive
picce of furniturc, Visualize it in your
rootn.

Serutinize the finish and check the
joints. Is it solid? Poes it need reglu-
ing? Does it have a notural finish or
has it been painted?

Sometimes secondhand furnishings
can be infested with termites or

spaches, Be, prepinted to put the picee. ..

in o closed room with a pesticide
fogger if nec ¥

Last, determine whether you have
the place and patience to do the resto-
ration yourself or if it is a task best
left to n professional,

YOU WILL most certainly want to
consult with your hardware and paint
store about the most suitable products
for your specific project. And, unless
you are o scasoned refinisher, you may
want to invest in a how-to book before
beginning.

*“The Weekend Finisher,” the latest
restoration book from Bruce Johnson
(Ballantine), is excellent, as is "The
Iustrated Handbook of Furniture
Restoration” by George Buchanan
(Harper and Row).

Look for reflinishing tips in mogn:
zines such as “Country Living” and
“Fine Wood Working.”

The Taunten Press of Neswton,
Conn., publishes several videos on fur-
niture repairing. These video work-
shops scparate myth [rom necessity
with step-by-step lessons in recon-
struction and relinishing.

Removing paint and varnish is prob-
ably the toughest task in bringing
around used furniture. Wood absorbs
paint, and a solid color will be inbor-
intensive to remove, But the cifort is
not without tips and tricks, And there
are ever more cxcellent products to
help you out. 3M has a new line of re-
finishing products, including Safest
Stripper and Hond Erase Sander.

Onc of the most cstablished wood
finisher manufacturers, Homer Forms-
by, recommends against all-purpose
strippers that can take out the patina
and roise wood grain, He prefers furni-
ture refinisher for dissolving varnish,
lacquer and shellac and paint remover
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Pella has the right size to meet your window

replacement n and because we design them
to fit right it saves Installation costs as well as
the added cx){fanse and delay of custom win-
dows, Only Pella has all the smart options, such
as self-closing screens, blinds between the glass
that are safe from dust and low “E” options
that no one else can offer.

Come see the window experts at the.....

Toll Free In Michigan:1-800-23PELLA

'ARMINGTON - LATHRUP VILLAGE
471-1120 557-2552
32742 Grand River 17611 W. 12 Mile Rd.
852-7820 422-8088
3280 Rochester Rd. 8339 Wayne Rd.
or call the authorized Pella Installation Contractor in your area.
CASWELL MODERNIZATION FARLE CONSTR!
West Bloomlleld Huml.%&lon Wgo?o"
898-3081 5414013
De SCHUTTER & ASSOC. WESTON WINDOW REPLACEMENT
Ok Plymouth
557062 . AT
BUDMAN'S HOME IMPROVEMENT *  ARROW MODERNIZATION
Southflcld Utlca
559-8364 7392000
JOHN NEWMEYER, INC.
Walled Lake
849-3500
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