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Rhonda Vcronn of Farmington Hilia servea ico cream to
Charies Shep of Woal {de Channal 2 dur-
ing the telethon on Monday.

Famaﬁy @f Ml victim sees hope

Conltnuod from Page 1°

1 gucss this ks the strongest drug
ever uzed and to put it-into these
young boys sounds particularly gro-
veling to me,” she gald, “I just want
to know cvcryllung about it before
wa partlcipate In the research.” -

WHILE WATCHING TV clips of
MDA'’s chairman, Jerry Lewls, host
the natlonal ‘segment of his 21%-
hour telethen from Las Vegas short-
iy before 1 p.m. Monday, Erle sat
anxiously.

He was walting to go on the alr

with Channel 2 newscaster Bruce
Kirk abd friend Ron Witherspoon, a
MDA attendant voluntecr and astu-
dent ot Oakland University.

After appearing on the telethon's

focal segment at 118 ‘pm., Erie,
even though a blt tongue-tied, sald,
“It was great."”

Erle's father, Jeff; and brother,
Ryan, 14, fletded donations for MDA

from vlewcrs calling the Chonnel 2°

pledge center durlng the telethon,

With Witherspoon, "nicknamed
“Spoon,” Erle participates in many
MD activities, including Camp
Cavell near Lexington. At summer

“ camp, boya go {ishing and play hnse-

ball with the help of MD attendants,

“He 1 the most polite kid I have
cv[cdr met In my life, Witherspoon
sald.

“When I yell at my olderone, Erle
says, ‘If 1 could walk, I would keep
my room clean, " Sherrl Meredith
Mlt‘:’. “It really makes his brother
mad” . ;

RYAN MEREDITH sald he treats
Etic like' a “normal brother. He,
thinks ho's good at football, but I
beat him all the time.”

Erle went with Spoon and hls fam-
ity to Hawall in February through

the natlonal Make A Wish pmgmm,
which uses donations from private
corporations to glve terminally m
children a chanco to live out one n!
thefr wishes.

“He really got into his gcagmphy
class at school and discovered there
was a whole big world out there,”
Sherrl Meredith said. “He sald.he
wanted to go to the Red Sca and the
Wall'of China and Australin. We
sald, ‘Why don't you pick something
closer to home?* ”

Eric earns his highest grades In
math, dut lunch is hls favorite part
of each school day.

Telethon helps families fight MD -
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cven $5," sald Ron With

‘That's what llfe is all about,” Lewls
gaid to families of chlldren with

MDA representative. “Those “klds
have sa much love, your beart just *
goes out to them.”

FAMILIES WiTH ehlldren who |
have muscular dystrophy pralse
MDA national choirman Lewis, His
Labor Day telethons have ralsed
$526 milllon since 1968 and have
prompted many people around the
natlon to joln together in support and
comfort.

*“Don't be ashamed of those tcars,

ystrophy during thls
year’s tetethon,

“Without Jerry Lowis, I don't
know what we would do,” said Sherr}
Meredith, mother of Erle Meredith,
11, a Fun'nlnglon Hills boy wllh
Duchenne dystrophy.

MDA has helped families pay for
medical supplics such as body
braces, leg braces, motorized wheel-
chairs, hospltal beds and vans with
wheelchalr lits that are not always
covered by health insurance.

Farmlngton sets funds for road-widening

Farm]ngton has earmarked its
1989 tri-party road allocation of
$19,660 toward Its share of the cost
to /widen Orchard Lake Road be-
lwqen Grand River and 10 Mlle —
tho first of two phases to improve
the’road all the way to I-696,

The city councll allocated the tri-
party funding — from the county,
thd road commilsslon and the ¢ity —

Offlclals of Farmington and
Farmington Hlils will meet with
county officials on Aug, 31 to update
the constructlon timetable for the
$4-milllon phase one, along the bor-
der of the two citles, Work is expect-
ed in 1990,

The three local governments will
share $500,000 in road improvemnent
costs, including right-ol-way acqulsk.
(i}

to be $200,000, clty manager Robert
Deadman safd.
The two cltles will share another
ssno 000 to Install a larger dralnage
pipe, with Farmington's share pro-
jected to be $300,000, Deadman sald.
phase one, Orchard Lake
Road will be widened from two lancs
to three to five lanes between Grand
River and 10 Mile, Trafflc progres-
along the stretch,
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« THIS COUPON ENTITLES YOU TO A FREE WEEK ON OUR
0 MOST POPULAR QUICK WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM.
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cBustom Blinds
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with Shiawassce the main feeder,

During phase two, targeted to
start next summer, Orchard Lake
Road will be widened between 10
and 11 Mlle in Farmington Hills.

Of the $6.7-millon total cost for
the two phases, federal and state
money wlll cover 75 percent. The
three locat governments will share
the remaining 25 percent; the coun-
ty's share [s 12% percent.

VEGAS PPARTY
Sacred Heart Byzantine Church
29125 W.

SAT. SEPT. 9
7 PM - 12 MIDNIGHT

Six Mile

Supplles for Erie's motorlzed’
wheelchair alone are costly, Sherrl
Meredith sald. A flat tire costs $100
and new batteries are needed every
three or four months that cost $250.

“We hud our house bullt for him
(with handlcap-accessible doorways
and flxtures),”” Meredith sald, “There
are fust a lot of things that MDA
makes it possible for us to have.”

TWO YEARS ago, a rescarch

team supparicd by the MDA identl-
fled the critical muscle protein that,
when missing because of a gene de-
fect, causes Duchenne dystrophy.

Hopes were raised when doctors
found that a treatment called myob-
Inst therapy curcd Duchenne dystro-
phy In laboratory mice.

Docters say the treatment may be
the cure for humans with Ducheane
dystrophy and other muscle disor-
ders (see related story).
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MEATING & COOLING!

MOOE 83550040
EXPIRES 10-31-89
*Combination of Cavries and dealer cobe(ss.

TRU@TEMP

mvdm cl!y C-nlm T'p

NO STRINGS
ATTACHED
Largest Selection

of Styles
&vSIzes i

PP o NV SRR i
EHILBAEA'S
Sk Mo

Grand River noar Farmington Rd.

478-7611

RS-ADULT

Over 7 years service to the area

474-2953

REGISTRATION CONTINUES
WEEK OF SEPT. 5th, 10:00-7:00

In Farmington Indusirial Center
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* Trees

Unbeuevably
Low Prices On

° Shrubs ° Close Outs » Christmas
* Evergreens * Over Stocks . Decorations
¢ Perennials o One of a Kinds tuary
d ¢ Floor Models -
Hurry in for these once a yeer savings!
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