Simulator helps cops learn when to shoot :
‘Laser system tests cops’ [FEiiin R S e e

reaction time, judgement

By James Radobaugh
stasf writor .

A pollce officer has to know how
to use  service revolyer — but he or
she also has to knaw when to use it,
and when bot to.

Tradltionally, officers have
recclved their tralning at the shoot-
Ing vange, firing at paper targets
That took care of learning how tu
sh

00t,
Now, West Bloomfleld and other
area pollce departments have some-
thing they hope will help them leamn
when to shoot. ~

A computerized simulator bought
jointly by the townshlp and four

those aplit-second situations when an
offlcer has to declde: kill or risk
being killed.: o

“QOnce you concentrate, It pulls
you Into the scenarlo and you begin
reacting to what's on the screen,”
said police Officer Bridget Ryan af-
ter her flrst experlence with the sim-
ulater, "It ralses your heartbeat a
little bit."

THE SIMULATOR projects a I+
feslze video image onto a large
screen. The officer stands back ap-
proximately 15 feet, armed with ei-
ther & .357-caliber revolver or a
shotgun. Both guns are modlfled to
shoot a laser beam instead of a bul-
let.

As one of several sceparios une
folds, the offlcer s expected to react
as if be or she were on the job, in-
cluding addressing verbal com-
mands to the characters on the
screen. The computer notes when the
officer shoots and when he or she
doesn't.

Alter the scenarlo plays Itself out,
the olflcer’s performance, including
reaction time, shootlng accuraey and
Judgment, is displayed on the screen.

IT'S NOT casy, not even for offl-
cers who have been through firearm
traloing.

Sgt. Mike Madlgan sald he
watched one of the scenarlos several
times before he notlced a jogger run-
ning in the background of a sitvation
that would warrant use of his fire-
arm. He also sajd that he flred his
gun on instinct, rather than taking
care to linc up the sight as he would
at the shooting range.

One scenarlo goes like this:

You're told an alarm has been
tripped at a savings and loan. You're
also told that the alarm at thls sav-
Ings and loan has becn tripped acci-
dentally several times in the past.
Remember that everything happens
In seconds.

Your partner on the screen tells
you he'll go inslde and take a look
while you stay outslde. No big deal.
He enters the bulding and moments
fater the sound of a gunshot is hear
{rom within.

Seconds later a man — not your
partner — runs out the door flalling
his arma, Do you shoot?

If s0, you may ki) an innocent
man. The man shouts at you that a
rebbery s In progress and lcaves
your flcld of vislon, A moment later
the robber flles out of the door and
takes a shot ot you. If you hesitate
thls time, you're dead,

IN ANOTHER scenario, you're
escorting a celebrated ambassador,
a few steps behind, as he walks down
the sldewalk, A man walking toward
you turns suddenly and crouches In a

West Bloomfield officer Joe Chapin, o firearms instructor, put himself through the paces, using the scenario of atopping o -

fiecing vehicle.

shooting position. From behlnd, you
can't sce what he's doing. A second
later he stands up, pockets his cam-
cra and thanks the ambassador.

In stlll another scenarlo, you've
just stepped out of your patrol car
after pulling over a an old junker
registered to a felon thought to be
armed and dangerous. The driver
gets out of the car and runs away. Do
you shoot an unarmed man in the
back? You're not supposed to. Do

you lower your weapon and ap-
proach the car casually? Not if you
don’t want to be shot, assuming the
passenger opens fire.

Fircarm traluers hope that by
watching these ‘scenarlos, officers
wlil learn to expeet the unexpected
wlthou\ jumplng to conclusions.

EACH OF West Bloomfield’s S0
officers spent 20-30 minutes traliilng
‘with the simulator during three days
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last week. West Bloomfield will have
use of the slmulator, which cost
nearly $40,000, for two months each
year, It wiil be shared with Farm-
Ington, Farmington Hills, Novi and
Franklin, the communitles that
helped buy it.

While West Bloomiicld offiters
sald they hope the stmulator wilt
help them learn their jobs better,
they also hope publlcity about It' seilf
help the public understand the pres-

sure that officers are under when
they decide to use their weapons.

person will probably be suspended;’’
vilifled and sued on top of feellng °

terrible, according to Madigan. One” .

could wind up dead, according to Ll,”"

Greg Roberts. L
“It "doesn’t happen often, but It

only takes once,” Roberts satd. -
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It's time for out annual Arts & Crafts festival at
West Oaks Il Shopping Center located af Novi
Rd. and 12 Mile in Novi. See you there!
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AMERICAS CABINETMARER™
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. 769-7669

'1952 S, Industrial
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S LIvONIA

LIST PRICE

Available in regutar and Cathedral styleé.

The best of real cherry has been chosen for
this elegant cabinetry. Merillat quality is evident]
in the solid cherry front frames, drawer fronts: &
and door frames. [

Merillat's exclusive WhisperGlide® side- |
mounted roller guide system, easy-clean | :
laminated vinyt interiors, and durable fumniture
finish will increase your satisfaction with your
Amherst Chenry cabinets. PR

Sale Ends September 1"5‘,'?85’-3: :

Prior Safes and Bbil&e?’
' Charge Accounts Excluded.
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