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When the Rev. Arthur Spafford
walked Into the First Unlted Mcthod-

| United
EQ:@@ _ Ef@ﬁ’@ffg
2nd

years

_people

Ist Church of F: to conduct
(he Sunday service one recent morn-
ing, he was met with a huge banner
In: celebration of his 40 years in the

. ministry.

Under his name and the years
1949-1989 was the outline of Michl-
gan and a cross fashloned (n fabrle,
marking the sites where he has
served.

'The surprise celebration continued
after the service with a gift of a
white robe and a red stole, then vis-
its and remliniscences from fricnds
made during the past 40 years.

‘Moving from one congregation to
another has been a way of life for
Sgiafford.

“I've lived In a parsonage all of
mr life," he said. “My father was a
minister who served several church-
.es; in the lower half of the Lower
Penlnsula,” he sald,

And like his father, through the
many moves, he remained In Michl
gan.

“I've never gone Into a church
fepling that it was going to be a tem-
_porary thing,” he sald, “My feellngs
have always been, ‘This is where 1
am . now and now I put down my
Toots.'

1 may have suffered some with-

. drawal symptoms on leaving a con-

+ - other fife." -

gregatlon, but you make new friends
very quickly. You arc entering a
community where people want to be
your frlends. I've never known any.

When Spatford reflected on those
40 ycars during the anniversary
morth, the coneluslon, he said, was
that he wouldn't have wanted to live

]

. his life any other way,
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SPAFFORD GREW up in St
Johns, Mich., where his father was a
minister In the Evangellcal United
Brethern Church, and where he
recelved the cncouragement and
sponsorship to begin his eareer,

Alter -graduatlon from United
Theology Semlnary, his pastorates
from 1949 untll 1968 were with the
Evangelical Unlted Brethern
Church. It was [n 1988 that the very
small and largely German-speaking
denomlnatlon merged with the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church Into the pres-
cnt United Methodist Church.

The transltion was very casy for

m,

“The theelogy was so close to
Methadlst,” he sald, “It just nover
grew as sirong as the Methodist
Church dld. Coming from a ‘very
small denomlnation into a very large
one opencd up a lot of opportunitics
for me,” he said.

Spafford served Methedist congre-
gatlons In Dearborn and Ferndale
before coming to First United Methe
odist Church of Farmington in 1983,
where the membershlp Is about 350
familics,

“That's enough,” he said. “That’s
plenty blg enough for one sole pas-
tor.” -

ONE OF Spafford's gulding prin-
ciples In minlstering comes from ST,
Paul, who advised that God-glven
glfts shoutd be used for the work of
the ministry. With that in mind,
Spaliord creates “caring ministries"

among the church lay persons
tralned for outreach work in the
community,

“T help cquip people to be Chris-
tlan ambassadors wherever they
are,” he said. *I cnable people to be
in Christlon service wherever they
are. We have about 20 tralned lay-
men who are cqulpped to serve the
shut-Ins, the grieving or any of vari-

HAHDY BORST/stat! photogtapher

The while robe and the red and white celebration stole were
gitls to the Rev. Arthur Spatford trom his congregation in ob-
servance of his 40th anniversary year in the ministry.

ous hurts. I ean make maybe one or
two contacts In a day. Our caring
ministrics can reach out and touch
that many more ln a day.”.

Another outreach for Spafford is
his involvement with Rotary inter-
national. He has served as president
of a Rotary Club in three different
communlties.

“I'm in the business of serving and
so is Rotary,” Spafferd said. “It
keeps me In professional and busi-
ness relationships 1 couldn't have
otherwise, and it Is important for me

to know what's golng on in the com-
munity.”

SPAFFORD AND his wife, Frie-
da, live In downtown Farmington,
not far from the church, and expect
1o live in Farmington or Faimington
HHls when he retires In two years,

The cauple have three children:
Barbara, a resident of Maine: Rob-
ert, a resident of Farmingten: and
‘Thomas, a resident of Ann Arbor.

“l am a pastor 24 hours a day,”
Spafford said.
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“

was often time consuming. Running

Farmington Hills has 20 MDTs;

. Farmingtan has six. Countywide, 375

terminals are in use by 34 law en-
{foreement agencles,

“IT CERTAINLY is going to be a
heneflt to us as crime moves into
Oakland County, as It has In the past
few years,” Dwyer sald. “Oakland
County is not Immune from crime.
As the populatlon increases, so will
erime.”

Besides a keyboard simidar to that
of a typewriter, MDTs have two
rows of speclal keys, For example, If
an ofifcer Is struggling with a sus-
peet, hitting one button wilk call for
help.

Officers can type in the llcense
plate number of a suspect vehicle,
and within elght seconds, know the
owner's name and address, and
whether the ear or lleense plate Is
stalen. Officers also can find out if
the owner's llcense is suspended or if
a warrant is out for his arrest.

The main advantages to the termi-
nals fs thelr ability to drastleally cut
down veice communication time and
Increase safety for the officers.

“It will increase the number of
people arrested, reduce the dispateh-
ers response lime and workload, and
improve officers safcly,” Dwyer
said.

“The biggest thing it has helped
with is radio traffic," sald Farming-
1on publle safety officer Danjel Del-
lar. “It eliminates all that radio traf-
fle. It used to be the biggest prob-
lem.”

“I think It's great, espeelally on
busy shifts,” he said. “There's nights
when you can't get a word in edge-
wlse on the radio,"

IN THE past, officers had to com-
municate over radia waves, which

Closed pool
riles parents
Contlnued from Page 1

those repalrs later in the year. They
will not entail any down time {or the
poals later in the year.

The pool closure at North Farm-
ington does not affect the boys' swim
team, becavse thelr season does not
slaln until November, Schwartzberg
satd.

Cowan said the pool closure s not
adversely affecting requirements for
ninth grade swimmlng classes, be-
cause curriculun changes to the
health and physical educatlon pro-
gram atlow the schools more flexi-
bility.

an atlon check an one suspect
cauld take several minutes. <

Because information checks noW ™
are quick and casy, officers cap”:
make them whenever they see a sug-~
pect vehicle, Dellar satd. s

More checks mean more arrests.
Arrests have already Increased by -
40-60 pereent, Dwyer sald, .

air time and It's faster for the offleer,
to run (a check),” Lauhoff sald. “1t
faster and the officer can do it at hl.
convenlence.” .
The computers are set up 50 off,
cers can get information by hitting
only a few keys. "It takes very few
functions to operate it,” Lauhoff-
sajd. "It’s kind of llke a typewrltern,
You know where your fingers have
togo." :
“It's hard for the average person
to understand how jmportant thls is~
to officers on the sireet.” Lauholf*
added. “It’s 90 percent of what they:*
do. They can find out. for both people
and property, whether they're want-
«ed or stolen. o
“It's probably one of the blggext
things that has happcned to law cne+
forcemnent since LEIN (the Law Ene.
forcement Information Network).”

MDTS CAN directly access a main:
computer In the Oakland County..
Computer Services bullding in Pontis,..
ac, lightening the load for dispatch:
ers. .

Farmington
®bseruey

{USPS 187-840) A
Published avory Monday and Thurs- |-
day by Observer & Eccontric News- |

papors, BOS
M) 48009.
pald at, Birmingham, M| 3

crasa oll mail {subscription, change .

of addross, Form 3569) lo P.O. Box
gd!ﬂ. l.olznnlﬂ. M1 48151, Telophono
9

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
{in Onkland County)
Oonpyonr . v v v o b ou o $38.40 )
{Elsuwhore In Michigan) f
Nowsstan¢ . . . . porcapy, 50¢ |
Cnoyoar . . . . ... R
(Elsowhere in U.5.A.)
oar . ... . S8
pul

Far Observor Is su
the conditions stated In the epplica-
bla ratoe card, coplos of which aro

g
g

s

=
z
g

avallable from the advertising de- |,
partment, Formingion 33203 Grand
River, Farmington, Mi {313) 477.

. Tho Farmington Obsarver
roserves 1ho right mot to accept an |
advertisoe's order, Obscrvor & Ece.
contric' nd-takurs have no autharily
la oind fhes nowspapor and only
pubhcation uf an advurlisemont shall
constitule hinal acceplance of tho:
advortiser’s ordoe.

AND ICE FORMS
BETWEEN THEM

STOP

-YOUR ROOF
FROM
LEAKING

NOW! 3

SHINGLES LIFT WATER POCKET

We Have The Solution . . .
ICE SHIELD

- Installed Free With Roof -

—FALL DIS
ALUNINUM SIDING & TRIM ~ °f
235%
VINYL REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
33% OFF

"
iy

Installation Before
October 15

LI

G

Te

COUNTS— |
OFF

PN

* Seamless Gutters
* Replacement Windows
« Storm Windows & Doors

SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNTS

« Aluminum Awnings & Canopi
« Steel Doors .
* Insurance Work

ASK ABOUT DUR COMDITIDNAL GUARANTEE
(__IN WRITING TO ASSURE SATISFACTION

McGLINCH

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

€57 1917

)SONS CO.

“Qna of Michi

‘22400 W. VARREN . ’
WESTSIDE: 278-2777 or 278-7787 « EASTSIDE: 776-8912

%C)
's Oldast C )

—




