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MOVING PICTURES

Raul Julia stars In “Romero,” a tilm about Salvadoran Archbishop Oscor Romero, champlon of

For most of us who lead y
secure lves In which vielence Is a
crowded freeway, the latest slasher
movic of TV cop show, “Romero” (A;
PG-13, 105 minutes), this week's ma-
for release, Is a frightening, disturb-

. - ing and provocative cxperlence.

© As well it might be, for we live In
. 2 world where noncy and power arc
more impertant than the humanlstic

2"

the movies

-, the country’s poor and defender of human rights, who was assassinated in 1980,

:Kudos for Julia, ‘Romero’

Slow, cliched Disncy in Aftlca epic that
left Its excitement at the airport.

“Dead Pocis Soclety” (A+) (PG) 124
minutes.

Robln Willlams' seasittve portralt of a
fine 1cacher ts complimented by excel-
lent young actors as his students.

“Eddle and the Crolsers [I: Eddle
Lives” (PG-13).

They're still looking for Eddie’s body.

“Haney, J Shruak the Kids" {B+) (PG,
values to which we pay lip rather Gradlng the mov]es 105 mlnuym. . BE
: 2i1ﬂre.;|llhscn;hi‘c M&ncy talks and it lll‘sdllun but It ala't easy 10 be small.
- ‘with a viclous tongue. - “indiana Jones and ke Last Crusade®
Nowhere I3 this more true than in At | Yop marks - sure 1o please (B+)(PG-13) 120 minutes.
Central and South Amerlca where |A | Close behtad - excellent ¢ Good entertalnment, but enough al-
recent decades have been character- ready. " "
Ized by brutal offictal repression of |A-_ |Stillln running for tap honors Lethal Weapon 11" (B+) (1) 115 min-
. peasant and worker efforts (o utes. Glover and Glbson do It again Jn
. B+ [Prelty good stuft, nat perfect high, albelt violent, style.
- achleve decent living - “Liceace to KUI* (B+) (R) 105 min-

A Tho motlon picture is capable of |8 [@ood i ates,

- vividly portraying lile as it Is being  p—-i— Number 16 in the 007 series with Carey
lived — but It seldom does. There [B+ |Good but,notable deficiencles Lowell as Dallon’s lovely lady. Qutra
have been very few motion pictures geous but

.+ about Centra! and 50u1¥ Am?;licimi C+ |Just acut above average ;mk.uy"‘(r;)." A Ponald Suthert

- rightlst repcession — ““The Official one’s n jail and Donald Suthertand
s&ny" o The Kiss of the Spider C _|Modlocre I the warden. est wishes to the latter.
Woman™ are two major and very |C~ |Notso holand slipping fast sz{-l:lk:'hl:ill?crul’c(:;:xisx is Kristolf
worthy examples. son as government invest ator Wh finds

The Intter featured Raul Julla [D# {Theverybestoltho poorstulf B Sirangeclucs at alrline disoater site

: whose mastet ful performance in the “Nighimare oo Elm Street: V" (R).
title role of “Romero” shuuldkc‘;n\ D_|[Poor F;eddle‘aback.
hirm as many — or more — kudos . “Pareatbood" {A-) (R) 120 minutes.

" than did his portralt of a polltical |2 {IRdoesn'tget much watse Large, talened cast n comples, but

. Yoman.” . entertaining slory about a famlly whic!

: prisoner In “Spider Woman. : F | Truly awhu Includes Jason Robards, Steve ’;Hﬂrun.
Based on the actual story of Salva Tom Hulee, Marth

doran Archblshop Oscar Romero, the  [Z | Reserved for the bad Jf (o Hulee, Mariha Plimpton and Diane

. [llm opens prior to natfonal electio . INosd “Peler Pa (A}(G) 77 minutes.

. g?%;:;r:;yubﬂm the 9 ) i.m(ga'l classie animation of Sir

ames Rarrie's story.

. Throughout the film, which con-
. cludes with his March 1880 assassi.

", nation by a right-wing governmental
terrorist squad, the interplay of

. Church and governmental forces is
’vivld. I/orcctul and graphically trag-
c.

/
BUT IT'S not just a church/state
struggle for both those forces have
their  awn  internal competition.
- Tragically, individuals .bear the
brunt of pain generated. by such
combat. .
Much to the credlt of “Romero,”
. human suffcring Is the central issue
. as the rather mild and conservative
. Father Romero is chosen as arch-
- bishop on the theory that a bookish
. priest wen't inflame the situation,
* But Romero is caught in a mlllen
- of escalating violence. Hls aristo-
- cratic friend, the minister of agricul-
* ture, Rafael Zelda (Omar Rodrie
"+ guez), iskidnapped. .
g Father Rutlllo Grande' (Richard
> Jordan) and other “priests feel
- strougly that thelr allegience to the
" - church demands that they work with
- the peasants in thelr struggle for de-
cent llving standards. “You are Je-
sus here and now,” is thelr credo.
Graduzlly, as he sces and experf-
ences the dally repressive condltions
in El Salvador, the different Romero
. and speaks oul against vie-
lence and abuse, .
© Raul*Julin developy thls gradual
radicalization of Archbishop Remero
with great restraint and vastly un-
“derplays the role to achleve a tre-

countryslde. In particular, the faces,
however, deeply lined with suffering,
are strong and effectively empha-
sized in closeup. At cvery cructal
juncture, these faces appear to af-
firm the humanistle values the arch.
bishop knows the Church upholds.

JULIA'S masterful acting — and
the rest of the cast as well — taken
with this photographlc emphasts on

“The Package® (R),

Gene Hackman and Joanna Cassidy in
story of deceit on the [aternational scene
as carcer military man escorts prisoner
back from Russla.

“Releatiess” (*}(R). .

Judd Nelson, Robert Loggla, Leo Rosst
and Meg Foster In story of driven young
man who becornes a killer.

“Turner & Hoock" (D) (PG) 95 minutes,

Man and slobbery dog bonding against
background of confused ~ and confusing

faces leads to a graphic
tion of these major, abstract Issues
of power.

This’ on pain

d at Bernles™ (C) (PG-13).
A one-joke film about connlving boss of
Insurance company.
“Wired” (R).
Bo

and struggle makes “Romero” at
ene and the same time frightening
and polgnant, touching and distrub-
ing — a fllm about a real suffering
in our world. N

“Kickboxer” {*, R) and “Time
Trackers” (°, PG) also opened last
Friday. Nelther scem destined to
rise above potballer status. .

The former detalls the trlp to
Thailand by a young American klek-
boxer, Purpose of travel: vengeance
and resclue.

"Timé Trackers” are off through
time chasing down a mad scientist In
a stolen time machine. Good luck.

t

STILL PLAYING:
“The Abyes” (D-){PG-13) 135 mlnutes.
Despite  excellent underwater
sequences, thls muddled and murky slc-fil
362 3ag3 sinka. * :
“Batmen* (C+) (PG-13) 120 minutes.
Michae) Keaton Is a dud Ia the title
role hus Jack Nicholson's Joker is terrlf-
le. .

R ly touching pol| Y, as

- effective as ohe can imagine.

. - Cloematographer Geoif Burton

- adds to that polgnancy with memo-

- rable kmages of the people and the
Y

g f War” (B+) (R} 105 min:
utes. " -
Grlm, geipplug and graphically violeat
slory of Vienam war,
“Cheetab” (D-}HG) 75 minutes.
1

i

Tler was basiy

s
:altl this atory of John Belushl's risc and
a

"Young Elnstela” (D+) PG, 90 min.
ules.
QOff-the-wall re-Interpretatlon of histo-
ty that never reallzes Its humorous po-
tentlat,

Jean-Claude Van Damme, ns
Kurt Sloane, stecls himsalf
for another round with his
brutal challenger .in “Kick-
boxer.”"

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

By John Monaghan
spocial writor

When CincmaScope came to the
movle sereen In 1953, it was just an-
other gimmick to get people away
from televislon and back into mavle
theaters. But'where 3-D and Clnera-
ma preved limlted, ‘Scope still re-
malns & vital part of many fllmmak-
er's vistons.

When shown on tclevision, most
wlde screen movles are cropped to
it the dlmenslons of the small
screen. As a result, you only see
about % of the orlginat image In a
“letterboxed” format.

Elllot Wilhelm conslders this as
much as travesty as colorization,
That's why he has mounted an amaz-
Ing 13-film tribute to the art of wide
sereen at the Detrolt Film Theatre.

The series begins with “Bye Bye
Birdie” (USA — 1963), based on the
Broadway musical Inspired by Elvls
Presley hysteria. It traces the rise
on Conrad Birdie who, llke Elvls,
gets drafted Into the army. It
sereens at 7 and 9:30 p.m. this Satur-
day at the Detrolt Instltute of Arts
audltorium.

Wide screen ls accomplished by
filming with a spectal anamorphic

FT widens with 'Scope

p)
stars old-ti dolph Scott and ¢

lens that the

Image onto a standard plece of flim.
A simllar lens on the project pulls
the image apart and splashes it
across the screen, The effect, when
shown with the right cquipment, can
be breathtoking.

WHILE MANY dircctors were
origlnally stymied by the wider jm-
age, others ~— especlally eple direc-
tors — found it opencd the screen up
for bold images. Wilhelm belleves
that Sam Peckinpah, Serglo Leone
and especlally Akira Kurosawa re-
main the masters of wide screen.

Each dlrector is amply represent-
ed. Kurosawa's “High and Low"” (Ja-
pan — 1963) Is based on a hard-
bolled Ed McBaln kidnapping story.
Japanese siceets are filmed with (he
same grittiness as New York City
{Dec. 17).

Practlcally a staple for DFT fans,
“Once Upon a Time in the West” (It-
aly — 1989) Is an operatlc “"spaghetti
western” from Leone, who dled car-
ller this ycar. Henry Fonda plays a
blue-eyed murderer who meets his
match In a vengeful Charles Bronson
{Dec. 10).

Peckinpah’s “Ride the High Coun-
try"” (USA — 1962) plays Oct. 7. It

SCREEN SCENE

Jocl MeCrea in a fidm that many .4
conslder the symbolic end to the pop- ,,
ular American westera. Hls recently
restored “Pat Garrett and Billy the
Kid" (USA — 1873) stars Bob Dylan
and sereens Oct. 8.

Jerry Lee Lewis fans will adore
the opening of “High Schoel confi- '
dentlal” {(USA — 1958), where “The
Ktiler” perfarms the title song from !
the back of a flatbed truck. The film !
follows undercover narcotics agent
Russ Tamblyn, who cracks u high.,
school drung ring while posing as a
student. Busty Mamie Van Doren <
plays his seductive “aunt” (Nov. 11)

1
V]

FOR ME, THE must exating title {
is Federico Fodlini's flashy “La 4
Dolce Vita" (ltaly — 1961}, which is o
too typically shown in “flat" print
Marcello Mastrolannl i3 a4 his hand-
somest as a paparazzi journalist tir-
Ing of decadent Rome (Nov. 12).

Though film fans can argue favor- *
Ite ‘Scape titles that area’t en the *
schedule, selectlons have been based *
on the avallability of quality prints.

“I didn't want to get a ‘Scope pic-
ture jJust to show it wide and then *
have a choppy print with faded cole ¢
or," Withelm explained. .

CENTER FOR JAPANESE STUDIES,
Lorch Hall, 909 Monroe, Ann Arber. Call
764-6307 for informatlon. (frec)

he center continues Its Saturday se
ries of rare Japanes films with a double
feature. “Osaka Elegy” (1936) at 7 p.m.
Sept. 15 is the siory of a woman, rejected
by famiily and friends, who turns to pros-
Ututlon. With “Slsters of the Glon* (1936)
about two Gelsha sisters and their varie
ous lnvolvements with thelr customers,

CINEMA GUILD, Lorch Hall, 909 Mon-
roe, Ann Arbor. Call 994-0027 for Infor-
matlon. (§2.50 slogle, $3.50 double fea-
ture)

“Touched In the Head"-(France —
1974}, 7 and 9 p.m. Scpt. 16, From under-
rated French director Jacques Doillon,
the story of a young man who lavites a
Swedish hippic {0 come and stay.

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, Detrolt
Institute of Arts, 5200 ward Ave.
Detroit. Call 832-2730 for Informatlon,

5

“Let's Get Loat,” {USA ~ 19$89), 7 and
9:30 p.m. Sept. 15. Photographer Bruce
Weber's Oscar-nominated documentary
portralt of britltant jazz trumpeter and
singer Chet Baker.

“Bye Bye Birdie,” (USA ~ 1963), 7 and
9:30 p.m. Sept. 16. The {lim version of the
popular Broadway musical aboul an
Elvis Presley-like rock'n’roll slnger who
Is drafted into the Army. A fun way 1o
kick olf the DFT's cxcellent tribule 10
wlde screen films.

“Heathers," (USA — 1989), § and 7
pam. Scpt, 17, Though critlcally ac-
claimed, this bitlng Yook at high school
hell only played a couple of weeks'In arca
theaters, Winona Ryder stars as an at-
tracilve and Intelligent high school junlor
who becomes an unwilllng {sort of) ac-
complice In the murder of the school's
most popular clique,

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL LI-
BRARY, 16301 Michigan Ave., Deatborn.
Call 943-2330 for information. {free)

“Sons of the Desert,” (USA — 1933), 7
p-m. Sept. 11, The best of Laurel and Hae-
dy’s short fcatures, this one follows the
boys as they sncak away from thels typt-
cally shrewish wives for a weekend lodge
conventton. With Charley Chase,

g,

s,

Christian Sioter and Winona Ryder star in the black comedy,

“Heathers,” being shown at the Detroit Film Theatre Sept, 17,

LIVONIA MALL CINEMA, 29415 Scv-
en Mile, Livonla. Call 476-1168 for [afor-
matlon. {Frec)

“All This and Heaven Too” (USA —
1940), 10 a.m. Sept. 12. Charles Hoyer
teams with Bette Davls in this lurid story
of a French arilst who murders his wife
to run off with the governess. As part of
the mall's ambitlous month-long tribute
to Bette Davls.

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 1630t E. Lib-
erly, Ann Arbor. For [nformation, call
€69-8397, (34 regular and $3.25 studenls

. and senlor cltizens)

“Kung Fu Master” {1989), Sep1. 11-16
{call for shew times). The oddly dtled
new fllm from Agnes chronicles the rela-
Uonshlp between a 40-year-old woman
and a 15-year-old boy,

“Stagecoach™ (USA '~ 1935), 7 pm.
Spt. 12-13. The classic John Wayne west.
ern starring John Wayne and a cast of
Hollywood's best character actors. More
great stulf from the classic year of 1939.

“Broken Blossoms” (USA — 1919), 7
p.m. Sept. 17. D.W. Griffith's memorable
slient film feature wil) be shown for free.

VIDEO VIEWING

TELE-ARTS, 1540 Woodward Ave., |
Detroit. Call 963-391% for infurmation
and show times. ($3.25 adulls, $2 students ©
and senior citizens) .

“Exquisile Corpses.” (USA - 1988)..,
Sept. 1317 {calt for shuw Umus) More
cultish fun, Tele-Arts style. In o twist on
“Midnlght Cowboy,” a corn pone Oklahe: |
man tplayed by musletan Gary Knox) uz-
rives In New Yok with dream of star- *
dom. Aflter some bizuree Lwists in the Big 4
Applc, he grows tate a cyncical, bisexudl
sophisticate.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-DEAR. ;
BORN, Rercation Center, 4501 Evcr-
green. Dearborn. Call 592-5390 for infor
matlan. (free)

“Eight Men Out” (USA — 1988). Sept :
13-14. John Sayles' tnspired filming of the
“Black Sox™ scandal of 1919, where the
Chlcago Whlte Sox threw the World Se-
ries, Perhaps the Him's greatest steength
Is the vivid characterization achieved
through cach of the players as well as the |
Managers. promotess. sports weilers and
ans

— duhn Munaghan

By Dan Graonbarg
speclal writer

Random House Home Video re-
cently acquired Crown Video and
thelr combined fall list includes a
wlde array of educatlonal arnd enter-
talnment videos, all in color.

Some are available for rental, but
most are pltched for sates in the $10-
30 range, probably on the assump-
tlon that the kids wlll watch Dr.
Scuss over and over while mom is
learning "Martha Stewart's Secrets
for Enlertaining” — all four of
which are 60 minutes and retail for
$10.95.

Mecantime, dad better install a
VCR In his workshop to watch “The
Vfctory Garden,” “Last Chance Ga-
rage" and “This Old House” (also 60
minutes and $18.95). In less tradl,
tional homes, of course, this may be
roversed with dad in the kitchen and
mom In the garage.

These and other Crown titles have
been available for about a ycar
while Random's children programs
— all closed captioned — are new
thia fall. They'll appear on the stands
this month.

The Crown titles Include a “Living
Language Video Series” — French,
German, Spanish and Signing (80 to
90 minutes each, $29.95) — as well
as “Fodor’s Travel Guldes” on vi-
deos for Hungary, Bangkok and Sin-
gapore (45 to 80 minutes, $14.93),

Martha Stewart's entertainment
serles conslsts of four tapes — “An
Anltposto Party,” “A Hollday
Feast,” “A Formal Dloner Party”
and “A Buffet Party for Family.and

v

)

Friends.” Stewart has many good
kitchen hints for upscale enicrtaln.
ment although her manner Is a bit
too classy for me.

BOB THOMPSON and Jim Wilson
are the master gardeners Instructing

As with most animated films for.
the younger set, “The Berenstain
Bears” Include moral lessons along
with the entertainment. This three-
tape series (each 30 snlnutes, $14.95)
features six storles. They are enter-
taintng although the art work Is lim-

viewers in every step of
growing. If you gain too much
welght with Stewart's reclpes for
your garden produce, Crown Video
has you covered with “Flatten Your
Stomach — For Women" (30 min.
utes at $9.95. Of course there’s one
for men, t00). It's a 30-minute-a-day
workout.

‘The car mointenance and home
repair tapes origtnally were WGBH.
TV (Boston) presentations and fea-
ture Brad Sears, host of the PBS-TV
auto repalr series. Bob Vilia and
Norm Abram are the home malnte-
nance experts.

‘These tapes include 20 car repairs
and 14 home maintenance projects.
‘While they range In complexity from
checking tlre pressure to replacing
alternators and constructing brick
walks and bullding decks, al] assume
the viewer has basle mechanlcal
know-how and expericnce handling
power tools.

While ‘mom and dad are busy
bullding, repalring, cooking and en-
tertalning, kids can learn while
being entertatned, Richard Scarry's
“Best ABC Video Ever” and “Best
Counting Video Ever” {both 3¢ min-
utes, $14.95) are {alrly conventionnl
but attractive cartoons which teach
counting and the alphabet by repeti-
tion within an entertalning story
framework,

i

ited and All the bears
look alike but then I suppose they
think people all do, too.

DR. SEUSS In any form is enter:
talning — and educational as well —
although the educational goes be-
yond slmple tessons of morality and
the alphabet. These four video cas-
settes are an excellent opportunity
to vlew everyone's favorites: “One
Flsh, Two Fish, Red Fish, Bluc
Fish,” “Hop on Pop,” “Dr. Seuss's
ABC" and “The Cat in the Hat
Comes Back" are the lead titles on
each of the four tapes, which include -
anumber of other Dr. Scuss stories. . *

Most parents are familiar with Dr. ,
Scuss’s unlque cartoon style and his
wry and whimsical view of the"
world. 1t Is a very special and unusut’!
al vista that every child should expe:

. Flence as they grow and develop.

The translation of these books to.r
tape has been accomplished with -
good style. The camera moves over
the pages ~ and from page 1o pago-+
— In a visually attractive way, Tha -
volces are varied and distinctive to.c
aveld the trap of one-vatce monato-
ny. Alltn-al), these four tapes arc.i
well done and should be attractive to
the youthtul spleit in us all, no mats =
ter what aur chrenological age.
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