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1 big
sandbox
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How many middlc-aged men get
10 build sand castles for a living?

Todd Vandur Pluym [s onc of the
proud but few.

The former architect has created
a mammoth -- as In 70 tons of sand
— sculpture scene from “The Wiz-
ard of 0z" In the center court of
Novi’s Twelve Oaks Mall.

There’s the Exmerald City soaring
17 fect high in a1 its surreal glory,
the cvil witel's castle, and still to
come — figures of Dorothy, the Llon,
Tinman and Scarecrow skipplng arm
tn arm through a field of flowers,
Even Toto will be there,

“SAND SCULPTURE takes noth-
ing away from the carth, yet it
leaves visval pleasure,” sajd Vander
Pluym of Sand Sgulptors [nterna-
tlonal.

His Los Angeles-based firm bhas
racked up 160 sand sculpture cham-
pilonships, Including four world
championships and slx U.S. Open
championshlps.

“Anyonc can do it he said
modestly. “You can work with plans
or without plans, alone or with a
group, with tools or with your hands,
It's really a performing art. It's a
very pure creative activity. And it's
a completely wide open field to ex-

any performance art,
there's instant gratlfication from the
people.”

Thousands of shoppers have al-
ready east appreciative glances at
the creation, which has been taking
shape since late. August, Serlaus-
minded seniors in thelr sturdy walk-
Ing shoes, moms with babes, teenag-
crs, store workers, no one scems
able 1o resist the urge to stop for a
minute or two and watch the ar-
tisans in action. -

THE SCENE ls now complnlc':md
the display will be on exhlbit through
Oct. 31. :

"We've had a lot of changes at the
mall over the past few years,” said
Philip Morosco, general manager of
‘Twelve Oaks. “Our theme for this
fall Is ‘There's no place like Twelve
Oaks.'

“By chance we found out it was
the 50th anniversary of the, movie

Calltornin sand sculptors Greg Glenn and Brad Goll recreate
the Emerald City in sand, now through Oct. 31 at Twelve Oaks
Mal), Novi.

‘The Wizard of 0z’ We found out
about these guys who sculpt sand
and it all rolled together.”

Vander Pluym and crew, all Call-
fornia natlves, have been creating
sand sculptures far and wide over
the past few years,

Prior to their stint at Twelve Oaks
Mall, they were In Japan creating a
large European-style castle. Before
-that, it ‘was Minnesota, where Vik-
Ings and sea dragoms were on the
agenda. Earller this summer, they
were In Virglnla, creating patriotic
scenes for an Indcpendence Day
commemorative work.

“We've never done the same plece
twice,” Vander Pluym said.

“The Wizard of Qz” scene Is being
created as the project Lnfolds, It is
based loosely on ‘phatographs frem
books on the making af the movie.

“The witch’s castle has certain el
emcnts that are art deco, some sur-
reallstic in the style prevalent in the
19208 and *30s when the movle set
was designed,” Vander Pluym said.
“Some of the detalls are archltectur-
ally Impossible or completely alien
to any style that exlsts so al) the cx-
perlence In architecture doesn’t help
atall.” .

THAT'S WHERE creativity comes
In. And the crew has no doubt that

they'll be finished by the deadline.

“We know by the weight what we
can try to tackle” said Brad Goll,
one crew member. “And we always
try to put more into it.”

Vander Pluym said he began
building sand castles at 18 months of
age.

“My moiher used to bring a porta-
ble ctib to the beach and I'd stick my
hands through the bars and,put sand
in it. I was always building things.
My dad would get angry when he had
1o close up the crib and it was heavy
with sand.”

The urge to create sand sculptures
never ceascd, but after high school,
Vander Pluym chose a more fucra-
tive carcer path — architecture. Af-
ter college, he spent 20 years In the
ficld, but never was completely hap-
py there.

*“Arvchitecture is 10 percent
ereativity and 90 percent nuts and
bolts,” he said, "Sand sculpture (s 90
percent creativity and 10 percent
nuts and bolts.”

Vander Pluym and Goll and Greg
Glenn, Callfornia sand sculptors he
hooked up with a few ycars back,
work on the Twelve Qaks sculpture
dally — following the mall hours
pretty closely.

B’ham attorney set to lead state bar;

Birmingham ;lwmcy Robert B.
Webster wlll become the 55th presi.
dent of the State Bar at

Thursday, Seplombor 14, 1989 O&E

cial qualifications and the Executlve
Committec,

of

the close of its annual Meeting Sept.
20-22 in Lansing. ~

Webster, a 1957! graduate of the
Unlversity of Michigan Law School,
is a partner in the law firm of Hill
Lewls. He will suecced current pres-
ident Donald L. Reislg under Michi-
gan Supreme Court rules governing
the State Bar. Relalg was recently
appolnted Michigan's new drug czar,

A former chicf judge of the 6th
Judicial Circult (Oakland County),
Webster has been actlve In bar and
clvic activitles. At tlmes, he has
played an influentlal role as a mem-
ber of State Bar commilttees on eivll
tibertles, criminal code revislon, elv-

P by the Su-
preme Court as chairperson of the
Committee to Revise and Consoli-
date Michigan Court Rules, Webster
is currently 2 member of the Michi-
gan Supreme Court Task Force on
Gender Iesues in the Courts.

He has served as director of Fami-
ly and Children Services of Qakland
County, as a member trustee, sccre-
tary and chairperson of Horlzon
Health Systems and dircctor of
Camp Oakland Youth Programs Ine,
He is a major {retlred) In the Unlted
States Alr Force Reserve,

Webster and his wife, Marilyn,
have four grown children and llve In

flseal, judi-
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to sail in for real savings
on the furniture you’ve been
wanting all along!
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