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gt at home

Dana Powers Acheson (far
teft) ond Laura Buono (cen-
ter), along with another girl,
allernate in the role of Little
Cosetle in “Les Miserables”
ot the Fisher Thealre, The
three girls also alternate as
Littie Eplnone. Joe Denawetz
(right) alternnies with anoth-
er boy as Gavroche, the
street urchin. Dana attends
school In Bloomticld Hills,
Laura lives In Ookland Town-
ship and Joe lives in West
Bloomfield.

Performers from area in musical ‘Les Miserables’

By Ethel Simmons
statf wrltor

OR DANIEL COONEY, who
F lives in New York, being

“on the road” with “Les

MLz Is something he hasn't
experienced yet, even though he is
in the ble of the

ON TUESDAY MORNING Dan
Cooney had just returned from a
{ishing trip taken on his day off,
Monday, In a phone Interview, he
sounded sleepy, as he talked about
catcling perch In Lake Erie, in
Mlchigan waters,

n “Les Miz.” he sald, “the maln
1 play is Joly, onc of the

show at the Fisher Theatre.

Cooney auditioned for the smash-
hit musical in New York, rehearsed
in Chicago and joined the natlonal
company when it opened last month
In Detroit. But since he is eriglnally
from Westland, the 21-year-ald per-
former has rented a house, near hls
parents’ home there, and Is comfort-
ably staying right around home dur-
ing the run of “'Les Miz" in Detrolt.

Several chlldren In the show also
get Lo go home at night, to thelr per-
manent homes, since they auditioned
in Detroit and were chosen just to
appear in “"Les Miz" during the
show's local stay,

‘They are Joc Denawetz, 11, of
West Bloomfleld, and two nine-year-
old girls — Laura Buono of Ozkland
Townshlp and Dana Powers Ache-
son, who lives in Detroit and attends
Roeper Clty and Country School in
Bloomf{teld Hilis.

students. He does most of his work
on the barricades — the revolutlon
and fighting scenc.” Cooncy satd hls
character has a few spoken “lines"
{actually all “lines™ in the show are
sung). “Joly is baslcally a happy guy.
You can tell that by his name,” he
sald.
“Besldes that, 1 do close to 10
other characters. There arc some
pretty fast costumer changes.” He
appears variously as one of the fac-
tary warkers, farmers, and people in
the inn, or bar-room.

The tour started two years ago in
Boston and is expected to run for an-
other five to seven years, traveling
throughout the United States. None
of the original principals is still with
the show. “Everyone in princlpal
roles, now, started In the ensemble,”
he explained.

Cooncy may get a chance to move
up, but it’s not likely he will progress
to the role of the main character,
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Jean Valjean. "The youngest Valjean
Is 33," he sald. "In the near future,
I'm right for Marjus” {who falls tn
tove with the grawn-up Cosette).

COONEY WAS BORN in West-
land, where he graduated from John
Glenn High School. A few weeks ago,
he visited an advanced drama class
at the school, talking about his ca-
reer and “Les Miz.” After high
school, he spent a semester at Henry
Ford Community College in Dear-
born, then decided college was not
for him,

As a high school student, he had
appeared [n several musical produc-
tlons at John Glenn. A communlty
theater production for the Dearborn
Players Gulld eventually led blm to
Florida, where the gulld's director
went to do dinner theater.

“Before ‘Les Miz' I spent two to
three years doing dinner theater all
over the U.S,” Cooney sald, “I con-
sider that my tratning. I dldn't go to
college.” Joinlng the natlonal com-
pany of "Les Miz" Is hls flrst Equity
production.

For the children from local com-
munitics who appear in “Les Miz,”
I's an experience on which they
agree, “It’s fun. I love IL.”" Each of
the youngsiers, In separate phone in-

terviews Monday, came up with the
tdentleal, enthuslasilc comment [n
response to the questton asking how
they liked being in the show.

JOE DENAWETZ plays Gav-
roche, the street urchin. Without hes-
itation, he describes hls character as
“a stralght, spunky stud." Joe de-
clared, “I just love the role.”

He has given several newspaper
interviews and has appcared on ra-
dio and tclevislon. Talking about
Gavroche is something he has golten
used to. Hls favorite scene In which
he appears in the show s the one
where he gets to ellmb all over the
harrlcades, and later dles,

Joe sald he knows everybody in
the show. “The actors are real nice,
They're nicer than most shows.” He
had figured they were rich, and that
l}l!!él might be stuck-up or mean, he
said,

A slxih grader at Abbott Middle
School, he currently attends school
Monday and Tuesday and has a tutor
Wednesday through Friday. He al-
ternates with another boy, who trav-
els with the show, and glves four
performances a week,

‘When Joe was rehearsing with the
show in Chlcago, a group of teenag-
ers approached him for autographs,
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outslde the stage door. He pointed
out that he wasn't playing Gavroche
In Chicago, “They said, ‘Who cares!
You're Gavroche. We want your au-
tograph,'* he sald.

Joe thinks he Is well-sulted to the
part because he has been told that, In
person, “You leok and sound like
Gavroche." He admlts, however, he
doesn't have the personallty of the
felsty character, I wouldn't have
any {ricnds I 1 did,” he declared.

LAURA BUONO and her family
just moved to Oakland Township
from Sterling Helghts and she would
attend Hugger Elementary School
for the first lime, the next day. She
aliernates with Dana Powers Ache-
son and another girl, who travels
with the show, In the roles of Young
Cosette and Young Eplnone.

She llkes playing Cosette, who is
“'an abused little girl. Her mom dies.
Valjean comes to take carc of her.”
Of the character Epinone, “She hard-
ly does anything. She makes fun of
Cosctte. She's the innkeeper’s daugh-
ter."

Laura had an unexpecied experi-
ence onstage when “Thenardier (the
innkeeper) drops me. 1 rolied off hls
lap and my foot went into the or-
chestra pit."

The youngster heard about audi-
tions for the show from her Uncle
Joc, who plays French horn in the
orchesira for “Les Miz" at the
Fisher. She is an cxperfcnced por-
former, who started dancing at age
two and had her first stage role at
five,

“I met a lot of new {riends. We
have fun. [ get along with the kids
very well, We sleep over at one an-
other’s house,” she sald.

DANA POWERS ACHESON en-
Joys the role of Coselte because, I
get to sing more stuf(.” She also said,
“Usuvally when I'm in a play they
say, ‘Smile, Dana, smite.” * With
“Les Mlz," “You usually can't smlle
very much, In this show you don't
smile unless Jean Valjean pleks you

up.

‘Why doesn’t she like (o keep smil-
Ing? "I'm not tht cutesy kind of per-
son. Your mouth starts hurting,” she
satd.

Dana wants to continue her show-
buslness carcer untll she grows up.
Then she would Ilke to become an
archeologist. However, the enter-
tainment ficld may yet win out.
“When I grow up I want to try out
for the part of Epinone," she sald. “I
like the songs she sings.”

Fridays at the Novi Hilton
Fresh whole steamed lobster* is jast one of the many seaiaod

specialties were coohing up for you. Come join us on Fridays
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