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‘Social Security’
needs more zing

Performances of the Hirming.
ham Village Pluyers production
of “Sucial Security”  continue
through Sunduy. For ticket infor-
mation call the box uffice at 644-
2075,

By Barbara Michala
special writer

In the best tradition of “the show
must g2 on,” the Birmingham Vil-
tage Players surmounted formidable
abstacles 1o open ils 67th scason
with the comedy “Social Sccurity."”
Unfortunately, the backstage reno-
vations that hampered rehcarsals
luft the players with a disappolnting-
Iy flat producti

"Social Security” has an amusing
plot but, being tight on witty repar-
tee, it relies heavily on stylish deliv-
cry for its laughs. Under director
John Reddy, the cast scems promls-
ing but under-rehearsed. Line diffi-
culties plagued Sunday's perform-
ance, and comic timing never quite
hit the nark.

Bob Overmyer and Sharon Radom
appear very well cast as David and
Barbara Kahn, a chic, sophistlcated
Manhattan couple who run an art
gallery and live the good Mfe on the
Uppee Easl Side. Their world gocs
askew when Barbara's cecentric, de-
manding old mother Is virtually
dumped on their doorstep.

David should be droll and {lippant;
Barbara should dissolve Into a
quivering heap of nerves, Both Over-
myer and Radom remain teo calm.
Handling the situation with good
grace does not produce Jaughs.

© WHEN A HARRASSED Barbara
glumly atates, “Ask not for whom
the walker thumps " it would be
much funnier & few scconds and sev.

Helen Parrish does an
admirable job as
Sophie Greengrass,
Barbara’s formidable
mother.

eral thumps later, when the full im-
pact of these thumps has time to set

in.

Helen Parrish does an admirable
job as Sophle Greengrass, Barbara's
formidable mother. She ls most con-
vinclng as the revitalized Sophle, the
warm and vibrant senlor cltizen who
blossoms out from under the frumpy
housecoats when given the right in-
centlve. Parrish uses some effective
facial expressions as the grumpy old
Sophie, but the charaeter’s full laugh
potential is never realized.

Up to now Sophie had been living
with her other daughter, Trudy, and

in-Jaw Martin, stodgy suburban-
ites. Joan Knauer's Trudy Is doml-
nating, stingy and overprotective but
never quite coalesces Into a distinet
comic pursona. As Martin, Jerry
McKeen nicely captures the mecek
accountant’s buttoned-down mind,

Phil Whelan s pleasing as the
aged Maurice Koenig, the weorld-fa-
muus artist whose jaunty demeanor
helps tap Sophic's hidden reservoirs.

“Soclal Sceurity” s a funny,
warm-hearted play. The Birming-
ham production needs some pollsh-
ing to bring it up to the group's usval
high standards.

Barbara Michals teaches high
school English in Southfield. A
theater eritic for the last 15 years,
she is an mrvterate playgoer who
repularly catches up on all the
New York productions.

Deadline for the Upcoming cal-
endar is one week ahead of publi-
cation. Jtems must be received by
Thursday to be considered for

ion the ing Thurs-

Serles. The serics consists of five
lectures the second Wednesday of
the month, during Oclober, Novem-
Eer.‘ January, February and March,

at 10:30 a.m. at Roma’s of

day. Send to: Ethet En-
tertainment Editor, the Observer
& FEccentric, 36251 Schooleraft
Roud, Livonia 48150.

© OPENS SEASON

Meadow Brook Theatre wlit open
its 24th scason with a new verslon of
Alexander Ostrovsky's comedy clas.
sle “The Diary of a Scoundrel.” The
play staris a four-week run at 8 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 5, on the campus of
Oakland Unlversity in Rochester
Hills, Meadow Brook's productlon Is
an adaptatlon by Erik Brogger that
Berkeley Repertory Theatre com-
missioned and premiered In 1986,
Tickets may be reserved by calling
377-3100.

© IN CONCERT

Smith Theatre will present “The
itaven Homecoming Concert” on the
Orchard Ridge Campus of Gakland
Community College in Farmlington
Hills. Josh White Jr., Anne Hills and
Michael Smith wlll perform together
at 8 pan. Friday-Saturday, Oct. 13-
14. An optlonal dinner package will
be available Oct, 13 for $24. Dinner
reservations must be paid for onc
week in advance. Tickets for the per-
formances are $12 in advance (reser-
vations made 48 hours beforc) and
$15 at the door. For reservations,
contact 471-7700.

©® 'MISTER ROBERTS'

Dan Roth of Southfield; Jon
Licbetrau, Kim Fox and Jim Kllleen
of Birmingham, and Todd J Hoff-
man, David Silberman and Darrell
Stokes, all of West Bloomlield, are
appearing in “Mister Roberts™ at the
Bonstele Theatre for two weekends
starting Friday, Oct, 6, Performanc.
¢s arc at 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
Oct. 6-7 and 13-14, and 2 p.m. Sen.
day, Oct. B and 15. Ticket informa-
tion may be obtained by calling the
box office In Detrolt at 577-2960

© TOWN HALL
Tickels are on sale for Pontiae.
Oakland Tuwn Hall for the 1989-90
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A DETROIT CLASSIC
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Clase to the Fox, Fishor & Hitbery.
Fiva minutes from Tiger Stadium, Joe
Lows Arona & Coba Hall.

The Finest In
Northern ltalian Cuisine
Specializing in:
“'Prayini” Veal, Chateaubriand
& Primo Lamb Chops
Tableside Cooking

VALET PARKING
BANQUET FACILITIES
Call For Reservations
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O Roast duck
O White tail
venison

¢ Rabbit

September 29

& AP
© Roast pheasant - © Mixed grille of game birds
¢ Pates
& Smokued breast of goose and
wild turkey
O Hickory grilluclMlclngam
clk steak

CLermreao

Come enjoy the freshness of natural game—
expertly prepared by our chefs to Continental
and traditional American recipes— inan
atmosphere of casual elegance.
Call 879-7500 for reservations and
information about this weekend’s sclections.

THE ATRIUM CAFE

At the Guest Quarters™ Suite Hotel

through
November 26, the
Atrium Cafe is
serving ap the
bounty of field
and forest,
such as—

and werrines

In Townshlp. Ci
scheduled to speak are David Eisen-
hower - “Elsenhower: At War”
Robert F, Kennedy Jr. — “Our Envi-
ronmental Destiny;” Pamela Eldred
— “The Changing Facc of Beauly;"
Dwayne X. Riley — “Riley's World
(Behind the Scenes),” and Joan Ben-
ny -~ “Growing Up In Hollywood."
Tickets may be obtained by sending
a self-addressed stamped envelope
and cheek for $37.50 to Pontlac-Oak-
land Town Hall, P.0. Box 1889, Pon-
tiac 48056, For more Information,
call 673-8506, Celebrity luncheons,
limited to scason-ticket helders, fol-
low the lectures. Call 698-1490 for
Tuncheon information.

© ADULT COMEDY

Novi Players will perform “Move
Qver, Mrs. Markham,” an adult com-
edy farce, at the Navi Civic Center.
Area residents with leading roles are
‘Tom Artushln and Nancy Keough of
Birmlngham as Mr. and Mrs. Mark-
ham. Periormances are at 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, Oct. 13-14 and 20-
21, with a matinee at 1 p.m. Sunday,
Oct. 15. For Information, call 348-
2141

© AUTUMN FEST

The annual Autumn Fest contin-
ues 1-5 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Oct.
7-8, at Cranbrook Institute of Sci-
ence in Blovmficld Hills. Visitors are
being encouraged 10 bring their own
apples and « plastic Jug und try their
nands at pressing their own apples
for hume-made apple clder on the
band-operated antique press. (It
takes about a half bushel of apples to
make a gatton of cider.) Meanwhile,
at the Nature Place, volunteers will
demonsirale honey extraction and
visitors may join the effort and taste
the nectar. Two observation hives
will permit close-up viewing of bees
al work. Beekeepers will disassein-
ble an outdoor hive to give viewers u
sare look inside For more informa-
uon, catl 645-3230
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Jared Hotfert of Southfield Is the Lion, P.J. Powers of South-
tield is the Tin Man, Kelly Boczek of Huntington Woods is Dor-
othy and Eddie Sugarman of Southficld is the Scarecrow in the
Peanut Butter Players production of “The Wizard of 02.” Per-
formances arc at Peanut Butter Players' new location, the his-
toric Players Club in Detroit, For ticket information, call 559-6
“PVP” between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m,

@ READERS THEATER

Second performance of the Fall
Series of Readers Theater will be
held at 4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 29, in
Shiffman Hall at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center in West Bloomlfield. A
complimentary wine bar will open
at 3:15 pun. Tickets are avallable at
the door beginning at 3 p.m. the day
of the performance, There Is an ad-
mission charge. For further infor-
matien, call Readers Theater at 967
4030.

© FAMILY SHOWS
Two family performances will be

held at the Community Center
Farmington-Farmington Hills in Oc-
tober. Sounds of "A Llttle Knight
Music™ wilt fill the autumn air at the
center Thursday, Oct. 12. The "Chau-
tauqua Express” will pul] into the
historic facility Wednesday, Oct. 25.
Showtlme for both performances is 7
pm. Dessert wilt be served follow-
ing each show. Ticket price is $4 per
person or $12 per family. For tick-
ets, call the community center at
477-8404.

Ploasa turn 1o Page 6
i

At Town Center
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+ FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL 800-333-3333 - _

From e Gotlection of Ovet 200 Radisson Hote!s and Atidules W
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present this Certificate and receive
“One @)/zy)é}mwta/y Direner”” - .. ;
wprto 875.00 . . . j

with the purchase. of @sccond diner itepe of equal or, greater valutd
Valid Monday-Saturday. Must be used on or before October 31, 1989 .

. g .

' Any Large Plua A

-] or l.‘:rga tipasto 850 Tower Drive, Troy, M
R

or
; 2 Large GPek Salad A
B

This offer does not include liquar and cannot be used w/any other pmmotlon_‘"\.
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Entree selectinn varies daily, subject to svalablsty.
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